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Lent begins with a solemn call to fasting and repentance as we 
begin our journey to the baptismal waters of Easter. As we hear in 
today’s readings, now is the acceptable time to return to the Lord. 
During Lent the people of God will reflect on the meaning of their 
baptism into Christ’s death and resurrection. The sign of ashes 
suggests our human mortality and frailty. What seems like an 
ending is really an invitation to make each day a new beginning, in 
which we are washed in God’s mercy and forgiveness. With the 
cross on our brow, we long for the spiritual renewal that flows 
from the springtime Easter feast to come. 



GREETING 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion         
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

C: And also with you. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: Let us pray.  
Almighty and ever-living God, you hate nothing you have made, and you forgive 
the sins of all who are penitent. Create in us new and honest hearts, so that, 
truly repenting of our sins, we may receive from you, the God of all mercy, full 
pardon and forgiveness through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

 

WORD  -  God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.  
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ _________________________________________________________________________    

LENTEN GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (STAND) 
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GOSPEL: Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 

P: The holy gospel according to Matthew. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Beware of practicing your piety before others in 
order to be seen by them; for then you have no reward from your Father in 
heaven. 
  2“So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the 
hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be praised 
by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. 3But when you give 
alms, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, 4so that 
your alms may be done in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will 
reward you. 
  5“And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for they love to 
stand and pray in the synagogues and at the street corners, so that they may 
be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. 6But 
whenever you pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to your 
Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 
  16“And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocrites, for they 
disfigure their faces so as to show others that they are fasting. Truly I tell you, 
they have received their reward. 17But when you fast, put oil on your head and 
wash your face, 18so that your fasting may be seen not by others but by your 
Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.  
  19“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust 
consume and where thieves break in and steal; 20but store up for yourselves 
treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes and where thieves 
do not break in and steal. 21For where your treasure is, there your heart will be 
also.” 

The good news of Jesus Christ.   

C: Thanks be to God. 
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INVITATION TO LENT  

P: Friends in Christ, today with the whole church we enter the time of 
remembering Jesus’ passover from death to life, and our life in Christ is 
renewed. 

We begin this holy season by acknowledging our need for repentance and 
for God’s mercy. We are created to experience joy in communion with 
God, to love one another, and to live in harmony with creation. But our 
sinful rebellion separates us from God, our neighbors, and creation, so that 
we do not enjoy the life our creator intended. 

As disciples of Jesus, we are called to a discipline that contends against evil 
and resists whatever leads us away from love of God and neighbor. I invite 
you, therefore, to the discipline of Lent—self-examination and repentance, 
prayer and fasting, sacrificial giving and works of love—strengthened by 
the gifts of word and sacrament. Let us continue our journey through these 
forty days to the great Three Days of Jesus’ death and resurrection. 

CONFESSION OF SIN  

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Most holy and merciful God, 
C: we confess to you and to one another, 
and before the whole company of heaven, 
that we have sinned by our fault, 
by our own fault, 
by our own most grievous fault, 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
P: We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and strength. 
We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We have not forgiven 
others as we have been forgiven. 
C: Have mercy on us, O God. 
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SERMON “WORKING WITH THE EGO”  
(SIT) 

HYMN OF THE DAY:  “O LORD, THROUGHOUT THESE FORTY DAYS” 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PEACE 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 
(SIT) 

 

 

 

 

 

 
    

6 

We have shut our ears to your call to serve as Christ served us. We have not 
been true to the mind of Christ. We have grieved your Holy Spirit. 
C: Have mercy on us, O God. 
P: Our past unfaithfulness, the pride, envy, hypocrisy, and apathy that have 
infected our lives, we confess to you. 
C: Have mercy on us, O God. 
P: Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, and our exploitation of other people, 
we confess to you. 
C: Have mercy on us, O God. 
P: Our negligence in prayer and worship, and our failure to share the faith that 
is in us, we confess to you. 
C: Have mercy on us, O God. 
P: Our neglect of human need and suffering, and our indifference to injustice 
and cruelty, we confess to you. 
C: Have mercy on us, O God. 
P: Our false judgments, our uncharitable thoughts toward our neighbors, and 
our prejudice and contempt toward those who differ from us, we confess to 
you. 
C: Have mercy on us, O God. 
P: Our waste and pollution of your creation, and our lack of concern for those 
who come after us, we confess to you. 
C: Have mercy on us, O God. 
P: Restore us, O God, and let your anger depart from us. 
C: Hear us, O God, for your mercy is great. 
 
IMPOSITION OF ASHES 
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MEAL  -  God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.  
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________  

 

OFFERING (SIT) 

OFFERTORY (STAND) 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him, all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heav’nly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

OFFERING PRAYER 
A: Let us pray.  
Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and 
nourish your whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in  any 
way, that all may know your care; and prepare us now to feast on the bread of 
life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C: Amen. 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
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PREFACE 
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in  
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through 
our Savior Jesus Christ.  By the witness of your saints you show us the hope 
of our calling, and strengthen us to run the race set before us, that we may 
delight in your mercy and rejoice with them in glory. And so, with all the 
saints, with the choirs of angels and all the hosts of heaven, we praise your 
name and join their unending hymn: 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 
body, given for you. Do this in remembrance of me. 
Again, after, supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this in remembrance of me. 
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P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C: LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,  

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

COMMUNION (BE SEATED AND FOLLOW THE DIRECTION OF THE USHERS) 

Christ comes to us “in, with, and under” the bread and wine. All are welcome  
who desire the experience and presence of Christ. Luther, himself, turned 
away no one who came to the altar table.  

During communion, we invite you to light a votive candle at either of the rear 
tables in the side aisles.  As you light a candle, bring your prayer concerns into 
the Light of Christ.  

(STAND) 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you  
in his grace. 
C: Amen. 

SENDING   -  God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.  
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ _______________________________________________________________________    
 

BLESSING 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you 
     and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor  

     and ☩ give you peace. 
C: Amen. 
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SENDING SONG:  “LORD, DISMISS US WITH YOUR BLESSING” 
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DISMISSAL 
A: Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; 
be of good courage; 
hold fast to that which is good; 
render to no one evil for evil; 
strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; 
help the afflicted; honor all people; 
love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE 

Upcoming Commemorations 
 
Perpetua and Felicity and companions, martyrs at Carthage, died 202 
Thursday, March 7, 2019 
Vibia Perpetua was a noblewoman, and Felicity her slave, who were 
catechumens at Carthage, northern Africa. They, with four other catechumens, 
had defied the Roman emperor who had forbidden conversions to Christianity, 
and were put to death in the amphitheater. 
 
Harriet Tubman, died 1913; Sojourner Truth, died 1883; renewers of society 
Sunday, March 10, 2019 
Harriet Tubman, born into slavery, helped about 300 others to escape slavery 
until the institution was abolished. Sojourner Truth, whose birth name was 
Isabella, was freed after slavery was abolished, and discerned a call to be a 
preacher. Taking the name Sojourner Truth, she set out on an evangelistic 
journey, where people found her testimony to be deeply moving. 
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Gregory the Great, Bishop of Rome, died 604 
Tuesday, March 12, 2019 
Born into wealth and power, Gregory was for a time the chief administrator 
of the city of Rome. Giving this up for a life in the church, he was elected 
pope in 590. He influenced public worship through the establishment of a 
lectionary and prayers to correlate with the readings. Gregorian chant is 
named in his honor. 
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The Beginning of Lent 


