~ CLC Weekly Update ~

Easter - Resurrection Sunday
Sunday, April 4, 2021

WORSHIP WITH US!

IN-PERSON WORSHIP
this Sunday, April 4th at 9:30AM

or go to: https://www.clcmillvale.com

RESURRECTION SUNDAY WORSHIP
Blessing of the New Easter Candle
First Reading

Second Reading 10.34-43
Gospel: The Reading of the Resurrection and Empty Tomb
John 20:1-18
Sermon: "WE WILL RISE",
Steve Slepecki preaching
Renewal of Baptismal Promises

oly Anthem Rise”
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Christ is risen! Jesus is alive, and God has swallowed up death
forever With Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome, we may
feel astonished and confused, unsure of what 1o make of the empty tomd. Bul thes is
why we gather: 10 prociaim, witness, praise, and affirm the Iderating reality of
Christ's death and resurrecton. In word and feast, we celebrate GOd's unending
ove, and depan o share this good news with all the world. Alleluial

Pastor Mke Robnson s avalable for emergencies - you can call or lext him
a 412.260-4407 (cel). Piease leave a message if he is not able 1o

answer mmediaiely. Thank you!

The Great Hallel 7
Joseph Imholt

“Allelula!" Easter, we can finally say that word
Transfiguration Sunday has the word been In the remote lturgy from CLC. Why
should a word, actually a phrase meaning “Praise 1o God" dating from The Liturgy
of Saint James, named for the brother of Jesus and a martyr, be consikiered taboo

during Lent? | thought you wouki never ask!

The events of Holy Week beginning with Maundy Thursday coincide with the
Jewish Passover, this year beginning at sundown on the Saturday before Palm
Sunday. The Last Supper ook place the first night of Passover In that year. The
Seder Is a time of joy and remembrance of the release from bondage in Egypt and
throughout the ceremony ‘Halleluya’, W77 (Praise to God) Is offered; ‘hallel’, 710

“Allelula!™

Not since

No Fear

As people who are used to greeting Easter
morning with flowers, banners, trumpets, and
boisterous hymns, fear and silence aren’t
quite what we expect to find at the empty
tomb! The end of the Easter story can feel
disquieting; maybe that’s why a faithful per-
son added another ending or two.

Fear and silence are hallmarks of human life.
Anyone who says they have never been afraid
is either living under a rock or probably not
sharing the full truth of their experience of
things. As vulnerable human creatures, we are
susceptible to fear, which can cascade into
silence at our worst when we are most fright-
ened, That is exactly where we meet the disci-
ples today.

Yet someone, sometime, somewhere, had
to have said something, or else we would not
be here worshiping at Easter. At some point
joy crept up and leapt over the disciples’ ter-
ror and paralysis. At some point the words
were blurted out and released into the air
with gladness: “Christ is risen, alleluial”
Today, we enter the story on the other side of
fear and silence.

Someone among those dis-
ciples did indeed proclaim
the truth: Christ is risen!
We can rest assured know-
ing that despair and death
don’t have the last word.
Drawn into the resurrection
life of Jesus, we are invited
to take part in this move-
ment of God, shouting with
loud praise, “Christ is risen
indeed! Alleluial” ~

the unspoken oK meaning praise and ‘ya’, a short form for Jehovah or YHWH

name for God

The tradition of Passover did not end but continued In the early Christian
community and eventually the Church celebrated Maundy Thursday as a distinct
entity. The word remained but Lent being a time for penance and reflection waiting
for the Rising From the Tomb on Easler it was suppressed until that bright morning

Easler Is the time for the Alieluias, and where else to find them but in The

Bible, the BookK of Psaims
‘Praise to God’ prayers for festivals recorded In Psaims 113-118, Psalm 136 known
as the Great Hallel, and the Hallel Psalms 145-150 for daily prayers. Now when
“Christ s risen! He Is risen indeed|” Is proclaimed for Easler be ready 1o reply, cry
out! Sing out! No, shout out, "Alleluial™, "‘Praise be to God’, and really mean it}
“Halell™

There we Nnd the Hallel Shalem 0w 7, the complete




