CLC Weekly Update
3rd Sunday after Pentecost
June 13, 2021
IN-PERSON WORSHIP
this Sunday, June 13 at 9:30AM
Pastor Erin Evans presiding
please visit us at: https://www.clcmillvale.com

WORSHIP WITH US
This 3rd Sunday after Pentecost!

First Reading: Ezekiel 17:22-24
Psalm 92:1-4, 12-15
Second Reading: 2 Corinthians 5:6-10, 14-17

Gospel:
Mark 4:26-34

Pastor Erin Evans preaching
Hymns:
"All Creatures of Our God and King"
"I Am the Bread of Life"
"As Grains of Wheat"
"A Mighty Fortress Is Our God"

The mustard seed becomes a great shrub that shelters the birds, recalling ancient images of the tree of
life. We’d expect a cedar or a sequoia, but Jesus finds the power of God better imaged in a tiny, no-

account seed. It’s not the way we expect divine activity to look. Yet the tree of life is here, in the cross
around which we gather, the tree into which we are grafted through baptism, the true vine that nourishes
us with its fruit in the cup we share. It may not appear all that impressive, but while nobody’s looking it
grows with a power beyond our understanding.~

From Our Congregational Council

CHANGE TO COVID RESTRICTIONS BEGINNING JUNE 13, 2021
As more of our population has had the chance to be vaccinated, and many places are
permitting vaccinated people to remove masks, things are changing here at CLC
again. We've lived through a year of great upheaval and quick changes, and consistently
we have made choices to protect the most vulnerable populations during this
global pandemic.
The CLC Congregation Council has voted to remove the "mask mandate" for
vaccinated persons during public worship, and open pews that had been closed due to
social distancing. Those who are not vaccinated are asked to continue wearing a mask.
For those who consider themselves to be still at risk, and may yet be wary of coming
to in-person worship, we will offer "Safer Seating." This will be a section of socially
distanced seating at the back of the church where masks are required. This section will
be labelled as such. Anyone may sit there, so long as they are masked and
distanced. As always, we appreciate your patience and flexibility, and we look forward to
this new change and step forward.
Zoom Bible Study Tuesdays at 7:00pm
Join us for this weekly look at the Gospel reading for the upcoming Sunday. Pastor Erin will walk
through the scriptures verse by verse, as well as provide pertinent background info and context to
the text. No experience necessary.
CLICK HERE TO Join Zoom Meeting
Meeting ID: 834 0225 8973
Passcode: evergreen

Taize Summer Services
Wednesdays at 7:00pm beginning June 16th

Meet with Pastor Erin Evans
If you would like to meet with Pastor Erin as part of her 60 People in 60 Days goal, please call the office
or call her cell (412.580.7773) to schedule a time. Her next few weeks have a lot of availability!

Food Pantry News
Our Condiment Collection is underway, and we need ketchup! Any size, standard varieties, would
be great! Bring your KETCHUP or chosen condiment to church on Sunday and drop in the
collection bin in the narthex.
Anchorpoint Returns!
Weekly counseling sessions with Anchorpoint Counselors will begin again at CLC starting
Wednesday June 9th, from 4pm-8pm. This valuable ministry and resource serves people of all
ages in our community, who might be unable to afford counseling or find transportation to a
counselor's office. There is a flier attached with all information, or call Anchorpoint Counseling
Ministries at 412-366-1300.

The Cradle of Life
In the parables of the growing seed and the mustard seed we hear Jesus using agricultural imagery to give us
some sense of what the kingdom of God is about. Our reflections and interpretations of these parables usually
focus on what they tell us about God’s kingdom and how God works in our lives. From these two parables we
can gather that the kingdom grows. More specifically, we may say that God provides harvest and shelter. One of
the points of parables is to engage our thinking and to keep us asking questions. What else might we see here?
The mustard seed grows into a shrub in which birds can make nests. Bird nests are one of the small
wonders of this world. The sort of nest one might find in a tree may be made from sticks, grasses, and spider
webs. The bird gathers all of this and may add saliva to weave it into a well-shaped cup to cradle the eggs that
will hatch into new life. All of this is done with a beak and two feet. In these nests we see resourcefulness,
patience, skill, and elegant design. In the shade of the mustard bush the bird has the freedom to construct
something beautiful, practical, and life-giving.

Perhaps this is part of what it means for us to live in God’s kingdom. Through Jesus we are given the
freedom to use our gifts to make beautiful, practical, life-giving things. We build houses and neighborhoods,
families and relationships; we make art and music, friendships and promises. In the shade of grace we are given
space to thrive, not simply for our own sake, but for the sake of the world. We can gather in the things of
resurrection life: forgiveness, kindness, mercy, compassion, and love. Woven together these acts of faith lead to
hope, and hope is always a cradle for new life. ~

Time of the Church
Joseph Imhoff
Pentecost Sunday had a twofold meaning for the early Church, for the Hebrews it was Shauvot, the
festival of the first grain harvest and the giving of the Law to Moses according to Jewish tradition and the
descending of the Holy Spirit on the disciples speaking in the Temple on that day. This was the
commissioning of the planters and caretakers of the faith in God’s orchards, vineyards, gardens, and fields
that has come down to us at this time and in this place at 917 Evergreen even if the front door is North
Avenue!
All well and good, but the laborer needs encouragement and a ‘thank you’ from the owner of the
vineyards, orchards, gardens, and fields. The ‘B’ cycle of lessons in the Lectionary for the Third Sunday of
Pentecost gives us exactly that, fitting so well with last Sunday’s theme, the greening of the Church year.
Ezekiel is instructed to tell the people how the Lord will oversee the plantings, the nourishing, and
the flourishing because, “I the Lord have spoken; I will accomplish it.” The Psalmist enthusiastically gives
praise, “For you, O Lord, have made me glad by your work; at the works of your hands I sing for
joy.” Paul, in his Second letter to the Church in Corinth notes, “All this is from God, who reconciled us to
himself through Jesus Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation.”
In the Gospel of Mark Jesus instructs about someone scattering seed then monitoring its growth not
knowing how it happens but will be ready for the harvest. To this he adds the parable of the mustard
seed. What we do as the Church is the planting!
Which reminded me: Mistress Mary, Quite contrary,
How does your garden grow! (1744)
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