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Note: The CLC Food Pantry will be closed from December 26 until January 2 for
re-stocking and cleaning. See you next week!!

Upcoming Commemorations

Johann Konrad Wilhelm Loehe, renewer of the church, died 1872

Sunday, January 2, 2022

A nineteenth-century German Lutheran pastor, Loehe worked to enliven the church with the eucharist
atits center, from which would flow evangelism and social ministry. He sent pastors to North America,
Australia, New Guinea, Brazil, and the Ukraine.

Adrian of Canterbury, teacher, died around 710 (TFF)

Sunday, January 9, 2022

African by birth, Adrian (or Hadrian) worked with Theodore, archbishop of Canterbury, in developing
the church in England. He was director of a school at which church leaders were trained.

Martin Luther King Jr., renewer of society, martyr, died 1968

Saturday, January 15, 2022

An American prophet of justice among races and nations, King was an eloquent preacher, a leader of
the nonviolent resistance to race-segregated society, and recipient of the Nobel Peace Prize in 1964.
Born on this date, he was assassinated on April 4, 1968.

Dear Members and Friends of CLC,

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! Fran and I want to take a
moment to say Thank You for your generous donations to the
Christ Lutheran Food Pantry over the last year. Without your
support the CLC Food Pantry would not be a success. However you
plan to celebrate this joyous season, be it with family or friends,
please remember you are in our hearts. Besafe. Thankyou again.

Merry Christmas!
Fran and Dorie Budzik,
Christ Lutheran Church Food Pantry
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CLC Weekly Update
Epiphany of Our Lord
January 2, 2021

IN-PERSON WORSHIP
this Sunday, January 2 at 9:30AM
Lessons and Carols

WORSHIP WITH US
Epiphany of Ourlord

First Lesson: Isaiah 60:1-6
Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14
Second Lesson: Ephesians 3:1-12
Gospel: Matthew 2:1-12

Pastor Erin Evans preaching
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The feast of Epiphany (“manifestation”) concludes the
Christmas season with a celebration of God'’s glory revealed
in the person of Jesus Christ. In Isaiah and Ephesians, that
glory is proclaimed for all nations and people. Like the light
of the star that guided the magi to Jesus, the light of Christ
reveals who we are: children of God who are claimed and
washed in the waters of baptism. We are sent out to be
beacons of the light of Christ, sharing the good news of
God’s love to all people. ~

Christ Lutheran Church
917 Evergreen Avenue, Millvale, PA 15209 ~ 412-821-4300 ~
eMail: christlutheran917@gmail.com ~ www.clcmillvale.com
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CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
JANUARY 16th, following worship.

Please plan to attend as we receive and
approve annual reports from 2021.

sents thls year' We had so many donat|ons from mem-
bers and friends of the church, volunteers to shop and
sort and wrap. This has been truly amazing, and a sign of
the Holy Spirit working in our midst! We have been so
blessed, and humbled to be a hub of activity to help those
in need this season, and God has answered each of our
prayers when we were waiting on how to proceed. The
outpouring of generosity from neighbors and community
partners in Millvale and beyond has been overwhelm-
ing. The food pantry has fed countless people this week,
and provided full Christmas Dinners for 75 families.

Thank you to all the volunteers who make this happen.

With joyful awe and a grateful heart,

Pastor Erin Evans

Christ Lutheran Church
917 Evergreen Avenue, Millvale, PA 15209 ~ 412-821-4300 ~
eMail: christlutheran917@gmail.com ~ www.clcmillvale.com
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most, with more than 70 peuple reported dead

nesses were destroyed, including a candle factory in Mayfield, Ky.,
where first responders are still searching for survivors. More than
330,000 people are without electricity across multiple states. The full

extent of the damage is expected to become clear in the coming
days. Lutheran Disaster Response is collaborating with the Indiana-
Kentucky Synod and other partners in the area to assess the
damage and develop immediate and long term

response plans.

=Y

CLC Council voted to use our special offerings from Lent
and Easter this year to give towards this urgent need. This
amount totals $3263, but we'd like to give more. Can you
help? LDRis a trusted institution which works with local
community organizations and churches to get help to those
who need it.

Please consider making a donation to support this
work. You can donate through CLC offering and designate
your gift for LDR/Lutheran Disaster Response.
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SECOND THURSDAY (1)
THE MONTH:
JANUARY 13th 10:00am

Christ Lutheran Church
917 Evergreen Avenue, Millvale, PA 15209 ~ 412-821-4300 ~
eMail: christlutheran917@gmail.com ~ www.clcmillvale.com
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Epiphany realized.

The Aha Principle

Joseph Imhoff

The season around Christmas is jammed packed with events and com-
memorations all happening within a short period of time. Sometimes the order
doesn’t seem to make sense going by the liturgical calendar. The Nativity and
Epiphany are the two most important but there is St. Stephen, St. John, Apostle -
Evangelist, Holy Innocents, the Name of Jesus, the arrival of the Magi crammed
into a short period of time.

The word Epiphany is Greek for ‘to be visible’, we would probably say
recognized, in the case of Jesus it is the moment we know that he is divine, the
Son of God. That ‘aha!” moment but when do we actually know this?

Dr, Kaufmann, Professor of American Literature at Grove City College,
gave an example of what he called the ‘Aha Principle’. He had misplaced an ob-
ject and had looked everywhere for it without success. Relaxing in his study, it
came to him that it was in a cabinet in the dining room buffet, an unlikely place,
but it bothered him enough for him to satisfy this notion and look. It wasn’t
there! Back in his study the thought came to him of the place where it was,
“Ahal”. No need to look, it was in the location where he last used it. It was!

It comes upon us, we know it. The Church has set aside a specific day,
January 6 when the Gospel of Matthew relates the coming of the Wise Men, the
Magi. But there are a variety incidents that have been associated with Epiphany
in the past. When Jesus was presented in the temple Simeon blessed him with
prophetic words: “A light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your peo-
ple Israel!” Were the shepherds those of Israel to first behold the glory? Did the
Wise Men receive the revelation for the gentiles? The salvation prepared for all
people!

Other candidates for Epiphany include the first miracle, the transfor-
mation of water into wine at the wedding at Cana. What about the moment
when he baptized by John the Spirit descended like a dove proclaiming “You are
my Son, with you | am well pleased.”

None of these matter as much as when we have our very own ‘AHA’ moment!
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MATTHEW 2:12

EPIPHANY OF OUR LORD
Light for All

One of the most moving aspects of many Christmas Eve church services
comes near the conclusion of worship, when the lights are turned off and
the church is plunged into darkness, heightening the lateness of the
hour. After a momentary pause, a single candle is lit. The nave is still
dark. We cannot see the faces of the people around us—yet the differ-
ence in emotion, between full darkness and the light of just one candle,
is striking. What relief, what hopefulness sweeps over us with only a sin-
gle light piercing the dark.

The light grows brighter gradually, unevenly, as we help light one an-
other’s candles. This tradition brings to life the messages of today’s read-
ings: The light of Christ has come not to a select few, but to everyone.
Shining over all the earth, Christ’s light brightens the darkness for rich
and poor alike, for the influential and the powerless, for people who
gather for worship each week and for those who show up only once or
twice in a year, or not at all. Everyone gets a candle; everyone receives
the light.

And what does this light signify? The magi, following the light of the
star, bow down and worship the child Jesus, bringing gifts that signify the
roles Jesus will fulfill: gold for a king, incense for a priest, and myrrh,
used to anoint the dead, because he has come to die and rise for us.
Once the magi have been in the presence of the light of the world, they
are transformed. They go home by another way, frustrating the aims of
unjust King Herod.

Isaiah reminds us that the glory of the Lord disperses the darkness.
Like the magi in our gospel reading, we are transformed by the light of
Christ to do the work of justice and righteousness, not for a select few,
but for all. Guided by the light, we are freed to work to bring about God’s
kingdom wherever we are, and for whomever we encounter. ~





