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Good News to the Poor
January 23, 2022

IN-PERSON WORSHIP |
this Sunday, January 23 at 9:30AM
Pastor Erin Evans preaching

please visit us at: https:/www.clcmillvale.com

First Reading: Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-
Psalm 19
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 12:

Gospel: Luke 4:14-21
Pastor Erin Evans prea
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God'’s glory is revealed in the reading of scripture. People
stand at attention. People weep. People prostrate them-
selves in prayer. The unity of the church is another reflection
of God’s glory. Most gloriously, the promises of God are ful-

filled in the person of Jesus Christ. Gather round. Listen up.

Glimpse the glory of God. ~

COUNCIL CORNER
Congrats and thank you to those who accepted the Council's nomina-
tions. Our officers for 2022 are as follows:

President - Leonard Jansen

Vice President - Becky Nyren

Recording Secretary - Jackie Marfisi

Correspondence Secretary - Bernadette Thompson

Treasurer - Ray Lardin
Our Staff Support Committee is beginning its work this month, and
since spring time is right around the corner, we'll be putting together a
Property Committee asap to care for the church's grounds and basic
maintenance. Please pray for your leaders and find a way to be in-
volved in the life of the church!

Christ Lutheran Church
917 Evergreen Avenue, Millvale, PA 15209 ~ 412-821-4300 ~
eMail: christlutheran917@gmail.com ~ www.clcmillvale.com
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pastor's
pizza
party!

CHURCH ON FEBRUARY 6TH &
MAKE VALENTINES FOR OUR

HOMEBOUND MEMBERS! L@
MILLY/ €%
PLEASE DISTANCE YOURSELF T TR TAD

ACCORDINGLY AS WE GATHER

Pastor's Pizza Party!

Join me after church on Sunday February 6th to make
Valentine's Day cards for our homebound members! All ages
are welcome, but please let me know if you're coming so we
have enough pizza! I'll provide craft supplies, but if you have

extras please bring some to share!

DISTARCE]

On the night of Dec. 10, a devas-
tating outbreak of more than 30
tornadoes swept through six states.
CLC Council voted to give our spe-
cial offerings from Lent and Easter
this year towards this urgent need.
This amount totals $3263, but we'd
like to give more. Can you help? You can donate through CLC
offering and designate your gift for LDR/Lutheran Disaster
Response. ~

Christ Lutheran Church
917 Evergreen Avenue, Millvale, PA 15209 ~ 412-821-4300 ~
eMail: christlutheran917@gmail.com ~ www.clcmillvale.com
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And So the Wall was Built

Joseph Imhoff

Todays first reading taken from Nehemiah is the culmination of
the Jewish people returning from exile in Babylon under the rulers
of the Persian Empire. Ezra and Nehemiah are considered one
book in the Hebrew Bible consisting of material from contemporary
sources and the memoirs of Ezra and Nehemiah.

Then, as today, the area was always in contention with Assyr-
ia, Egypt, Babylonia, finally conquered by the Persians in 538
BC. Judah was always in the middle and the Babylonian Nebuchad-
nezzar |l sieged Jerusalem and took captives to Babylon where they

would remain until Cyrus the Great, a Persian conquered the Baby-
lonian Empire and the story of the return begins.

Of all the Sunday school books of mine that have been saved
the one | remember most vividly is the one | can’t find, And So the
Wall was Built (Westminster Press, 1949), available on Amazon! It
was the story of Nehemiah as governor under Artexerxes rebuilding
the walls of Jerusalem through the eyes of a boy whose father was
one of the workers.

Historically, Cyrus the Great respected the customs and the
gods of the people he conquered so he allowed Hebrews to return
to their own cities, in this case to Jerusalem with orders to rebuild
the Temple which happened under Zerubbabel and completed
years before Nehemiah was appointed governor.

If 1 recall correctly the boy’s name was Caleb and throughout
the chapters his father relates the history of the exile and of the re-
turn. The wall had been rebuilt in 52 days and finally the gates
could be closed at night for safety. The boy and his father join the
celebratory procession along the wall that has been restored but
his story does not end there, the two are among those present at
the Water Gate where Ezra will read the law of Moses for all the
people to hear.

We too should be glad as those people were in the hearing
not only of God’s law but of all words inspired by the presence of
God in scripture and in our lives. ~
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A New Kind of Justice

Retribution vs. Restoration

All sorts of social cues tell us that “justice” requires vengeance,
punishment, pain for pain, or even death, in the case of violent
crime. This is what we call “retributive justice.” In our reading
today Jesus claims fulfillment of God’s promise as proclaimed
by Isaiah; Jesus has come “to bring good news to the poor” and
“to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the
blind, to let the oppressed go free” (Luke 4:18). This is not a
kind of justice that promises peace at the expense of others.
Rather, the justice to which Jesus alludes is restorative.

Our culture encourages a retributive mindset. We want offend-
ers to suffer, thinking that it will deter them and others from
such actions. It seldom does. The thinking is that retributive vi-
olence is required in response to wrongdoing. But this dynamic
only reinforces the spiral of violence. Restorative justice, in con-
trast, is the turning around offered by Jesus when he states that
Isaiah’s prophecy has been fulfilled.

Restorative justice is the foundation of salvation. By his coming
into the world, Jesus brings with him the salvation that will pro-
claim liberty to all of us who are captive to something, whether
we deserve that liberty in the eyes of society or not. Restora-
tive justice reminds us that love is not about deserving, and
that God’s will for you and for me is to be so filled with God’s
grace that we are once again made complete, made whole, and
restored. Jesus is sending a signal that his coming into the
world is an invitation to look at everything we think we know
from a different perspective. Everything that Jesus says has
been fulfilled is something that restores righteousness to the
universe and heals and builds relationship. ~
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Upcoming Commemorations

Conversion of Paul

Tuesday, January 25, 2022

The week of prayer begun by the remembrance of Peter's confession now comes to
an end as we recall the pivotal moment in the life of the other pillar of the early
church, the apostle Paul. His encounter with the risen Christ turned him from per-
secutor of the followers of Christ to one of their leaders.

Timothy, Titus, and Silas, missionaries
Wednesday, January 26, 2022

These three early Christian men were missionary companions of the apostle Paul.
Timothy became bishop of Ephesus, Titus bishop of Crete, and Silas was imprisoned
with Paul at Philippi until they were delivered by an earthquake.

Lydia, Dorcas, and Phoebe, witnesses to the faith

Thursday, January 27, 2022

Women as well as men were important Christian leaders from the beginning, as
demonstrated by these coworkers of the apostle Paul. Lydia, a seller of purple
goods, lent her home for a church; Dorcas was known for charitable works; and
Phoebe was a deacon in the church at Cenchrae.

Thomas Aquinas, teacher, died 1274
Friday, January 28, 2022

One of the most brilliant and creative theologians in the church’s history, Aquinas
worked to bring together scripture and the philosophy of Aristotle. A member of
the Order of Preachers (Dominicans), Aquinas was also a hymnwriter.

food pantry needs...

RICE

RAVIOLI

TUNA & CANNED CHICKEN
PANCAKE MIX & SYRUP
ANY CONDIMENTS
PEANUT BUTTER & JELLY
SLOPPY JOE/MANWICH
CAKE MIX & ICING
JELL-O

The CLC Food Pantry is open 9:30—
11:30am Monday, Tuesday , Thursday
and Friday.

3 ] »

8:30am Confirmation. | 930-11: : : 930-11:30am | 9am AA Meets- Ubrary
cass Food Pantry. 7pm NA Meets- Library
9:30am Sunday Worship
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