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Christ Lutheran Church

CLC Weekly Update
Baptism of Our Lord
January 9, 2022

IN-PERSON WORSHIP
this Sunday, January 9 at 9:30AM
Pastor Erin Evans preaching

WORSHIP WITH US
Baptism of Our Lord

First Lesson: Isaiah 43:1-7
Psalm 29
) Second Lesson: Acts 8:14-17

Gospel: Luke 3:15-17, 21-22
Pastor Erin Evans preaching
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The minute we hear the word ‘baptism’ we think of water; water is eve-
rywhere around us, it is a necessity of and for life. Or as Samuel Taylor Coleridge
described it in "The Rime of the Ancient Mariner’,

“Water, water, everywhere,
And all the boards did shrink;
Water, water, everywhere

Nor any drop to drink!

It comes in many forms but remains water: there is vapor such mist, the
clouds in the sky, steam, which many use to heat homes and businesses; there is
liquid filling streams, lakes and oceans, the stuff we drink and wash with, not to
mention swimming and boating; there are the solid forms of snow and ice, snow
which recently stranded travelers in drifts on a roadway in Virginia or microns of
invisible ice causing major pileups even at very slow speeds in New England.

The first Sunday after Epiphany, which the Church celebrated last Sunday
but is actually January 6, this past Thursday in 2022, is designated The Baptism
of our Lord. Gosh, how time flies in the liturgical calendar, three weeks ago
Christ was born on Christmas, last week he was visited by the Magi when schol-
ars calculate he was about two years old, now he’s being baptized as a full
grown man, time flies when you’re having fun!

Cleanliness had been ingrained in Jewish life since the people of Israel
left Egypt under Moses and the laws of the Old Testament were instituted. Ritu-
al washing, especially for those entering the Second Temple (@ 500 BC and lat-
er), was a sign of cleansing to be pure in the service of God. Nor was John the
only exponent of baptism for the remission of sins but as the precursor of the
one who would bring the ultimate baptism, that of the Spirit!

Jesus’ baptism was necessary not for the cleansing of sin but for the
anointing of the King, the Spirit descending like a dove announcing, “You are my
Son, the Beloved; with you | am well pleased!”

Thus the character of baptism was changed forever, for as Jesus charged
his followers as recorded by Matthew, “Go therefore and make disciples of all
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit.” The baptism we receive is not that for remitting our sins but for us to
receive the Holy Spirit as is recorded in the reading from Acts.

In the Small Catechism concerning baptism, “St. Paul says to Titus in
chapter 3, ‘through the water of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit. This
Spirit he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that, having
been justified by his grace, we might become heirs according to the hope of

eternal life. The saying is sure.
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SECOND THURSDAY OF
THE MONTH:
JANUARY 13th 10:00am

BAPTISM of OUR LORD

Forever and Ever

Many of us were baptized as infants, so our only “memories” of that
day consist of photos and stories told to us by those who love us.
Some of us have come from other traditions and were old enough
when baptized that we can remember the event ourselves. And still
others came to baptism as adults, making the decision to embrace
the Christian faith after learning a bit about it.

Regardless of when we were baptized, we are to live each day in the
joy and gratitude of the newly baptized. Martin Luther urges us to
live into the promise of baptism in ordinary, mundane acts: “When
you wash your face, remember your baptism.” We are encouraged
to “walk wet,” to not let our Christian identity become something
we take for granted.

In baptism we are claimed, forever promised inclusion and wel-
come. Never again must we feel lonely, isolated, or left out; God has
called us each by name and claimed us as God’s own (Isaiah 43:1).
To emphasize the eternal strength of this claim, God makes the
same claim for God’s own Son: “Now when all the people were bap-
tized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and was praying, the
heaven was opened, and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in
bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, ‘You are my
Son, the Beloved; with you | am well pleased’ (Luke 3:21-22).

You are mine forever, and | am proud of you—what more do we
need to hear? Luther’s advice is timelessly good: each morning,
when we remember what it means to be baptized, we face the day
knowing that we are loved and wanted. ~
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CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
JANUARY 16th, following worship.

Please plan to attend as we receive and
approve annual reports from 2021.

o
All active members Le

please plan to attend! MILLVALE

it Lutheran Church

most, with more than 70 people reported dead Homes a u
nesses were destroyed, including a candle factory in Mayﬁeld Ky.,
where first responders are still searching for survivors. More than
330,000 people are without electricity across multiple states. The full
extent of the damage is expected to become clear in the coming
days. Lutheran Disaster Response is collaborating with the Indiana-
Kentucky Synod and other partners in the area to assess the

damage and develop immediate and long term

response plans.

‘e

CLC Council voted to use our special offerings from Lent
and Easter this year to give towards this urgent need. This
amount totals $3263, but we'd like to give more. Can you
help? LDRis a trusted institution which works with local
community organizations and churches to get help to those
who need it.

Please consider making a donation to support this
work. You can donate through CLC offering and designate
your gift for LDR/Lutheran Disaster Response.
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Christ Lutheran Church
917 Evergreen Avenue, Millvale, PA 15209 ~ 412-821-4300 ~
eMail: christlutheran917@gmail.com ~ www.clcmillvale.com
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LUKE 3:22

Today’s festival rejoices in God’s blessings. We recall and
celebrate our adoption as God'’s children, the gift of the
Holy Spirit, and the promised company of almighty God
when we “pass through the waters . . . the rivers . . . fire.”

On this day the heavens open again for this assembly,
and we receive the gift of God’s Beloved, Jesus, in bread
and wine. ~

There will be a CLC Council meeting on
Monday January 10th at 7pm. (Pastor Erin
apologizes for the date change yet again, and

will follow up to ensure we're all on the same
page.) Installation of New Council Members
will take place on Sunday January 16th,
during worship.

CLC Website: https://www.clcmillvale.com/
Youtube: clcmillvale ; Twitter: ChristMillvale ;
Facebook and Instagram: #CLCMillvale.

Christ Lutheran Church
917 Evergreen Avenue, Millvale, PA 15209 ~ 412-821-4300 ~
eMail: christlutheran917@gmail.com ~ www.clcmillvale.com




image6.jpg
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Adrian of Canterbury, teacher, died around 710 (TFF)

Sunday, January 9, 2022

African by birth, Adrian (or Hadrian) worked with Theodore, archbishop of Canter-
bury, in developing the church in England. He was director of a school at which

church leaders were trained.

Martin Luther King Jr., renewer of society, martyr, died 1968

Saturday, January 15, 2022

An American prophet of justice among races and nations, King was an eloquent
preacher, a leader of the nonviolent resistance to race-segregated society, and recipi-
ent of the Nobel Peace Prize in 1964. Born on this date, he was assassinated on April

4, 1968.
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