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WORSHIP WITH US 

The Fourth Sunday of Easter 

First Lesson:  Acts 9:36-43  
Psalm 23 

Second Lesson:  Revelation 7:9-17  
Gospel:  John 10:22-30  

Pastor Erin Evans preaching 
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The gift of new life, of eternal life, is the gift of the risen 
Christ. It is the promise of Jesus. It was true for Dorcas in 
Joppa. It was true for those “who have come out of the 
great ordeal” in the Revelation vision. It is true for us and 
for all the baptized: Surely goodness and mercy shall follow 
me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of 
the Lord forever. 
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REGISTRATION FOR CAMP LUTHERLYN 
For more than seventy years Lutherlyn has been combining 
the love of God, fun, friends, swimming, playing in the 
woods, adventure challenges, Bible study, worship, cook-
outs, campfires, discoveries in nature, games, and a few sur-
prises into an unforgettable experience!  Lutherlyn offers a 
variety of week-long,  half-week, and day programs for chil-
dren entering 1st grade through those who have finished 
their senior year of high school. In addition to summer camp 
programs for school age children and teens, Lutherlyn offers 
Family Camp for campers    of ANY age to enjoy.   

     CLC has scholarship money available for all young persons 
who would like to attend camp!  Please speak to Ray Lardin, 
CLC Treasurer, for info regarding our scholarship, and speak 
to Pastor Erin with any questions about the outdoor ministry 
experience!  Visit online at: https://www.lutherlyn.com/
summercamp/summer_overview.html or call the office at 
412-821-4300  for a flier. 
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All We Like Sheep  
Joseph Imhoff  

 “All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every 

one to his own way; and the Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of 

us all.”  This chorus from Handel’s Messiah Part II, No. 26 is an ap-

propriate introduction to the Fourth Sunday of Easter referred to 

as Good Shepherd Sunday.  Sheep are stupid and need to be led, 

prodded, in the right direction, that was the assessment of Pastor 

George after attending a retreat where tending sheep was one of 

the duties, he was not referring to the flock of CLC! 

 The Dialogues are Plato's homage to Socrates and The Re-

public is the greatest.  In it a group of friends meet for dinner and 

discussion, much like an adult Sunday study group.  

 At 345c, Socrates replies to Thrasymachus’ political argu-

ment comparing a ruler to a shepherd (sound familiar) as being 

interested only in the culinary possibilities.     

 "For I must remark, Thrasymachus, if you will recall what 

was previously said, ... a shepherd tends the sheep not with a 

view to their own good, but like a mere diner or banqueter with a 

view to the pleasures of the table.  Yet surely the art of the shep-

herd is concerned only with the good of his subjects; he has only 

to provide the best for them...!  I conceived that the art of the rul-

er... could only regard the good of his flock or subjects." 

 In ancient times a shepherd was a low skill (minimum 

wage) job just above tending swine as in the story of the Prodigal 

Son.  The loss of a sheep might be deducted from the shepherd's 

wages.  The art Socrates referred to is concern, the shepherd to 

the ruler.  

 I doubt Socrates or Plato were familiar with  ָאֶחְסָר יהְוה

 ".David's "The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not wantרעִֹי לאֹ ,  

 In John: 10, the lesson for all three cycles of the lectionary, 

Jesus puts forth his duties as the 'good shepherd'. "The good 

shepherd lays down his life for the sheep." - "I am the good shep-

herd.  I know my own and my own know me just as the Father 

knows me and I know the Father." - "Whoever has seen me, has 

seen the Father!" 

 We are poor little lambs who have lost our way.  Baa, baa, 

baa!  ~ 



     As a group corners Jesus in the portico at the time of the 

festival of the Dedication, they are intent on determining 

whether he is the Messiah. Jesus’ response points to two 

things: the words he has spoken and the testimony of his 

works. Jesus’ words and works are aligned, and this integrity 

is grounded in the unity of Jesus and the Father. 

     People are complicated. We have an ability to justify our-

selves when our speech and our actions do not align. We 

have a capacity to hold together contradictory ideas, some of 

which can be full of love, others of which can be harmful to 

our neighbors. We are not sometimes good and sometimes 

sinful, but both at once. 

     How does this paradox impact our integrity and our wit-

ness? Our words and actions matter in that they affect other 

people. To the extent that we can put effort into aligning our 

speech and our deeds in faithful ways, we should do so, but 

ultimately it is Jesus who draws us into alignment. The voice 

of Jesus is like the magnetic force that brings the compass 

needle to point north, or like the mechanic who adjusts the 

alignment on a car so it will steer straight. 

     We will inevitably get out of alignment with our values 

and our faith from time to time, but the voice of the Shep-

herd is always there to invite us back into alignment with 

grace and love. As we seek to live with faithful integrity, we 

do so with the promise that we cannot be snatched away 

from God.  ~ 

Aligned by Grace 
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