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“O Lord our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!” 
Today we celebrate the holy Trinity. Paul writes that through 
Jesus we have peace with God, whose love pours into our 
hearts through the Holy Spirit, giving us lasting hope. We cel-
ebrate the gracious One-in-Three, eternal Three-in-One, as 
we worship in community; as we share water and word, 
bread and wine; and as we bring God’s love and hope to our 
neighbors.  ~ 
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SUMMER STEWARDSHIP NOTE  

FROM PASTOR ERIN  

It's my fervent hope that this is a relaxing and SAFE 
summer for all!  My own family has roadtrip plans, 
camping plans, beach plans, and plans to see some 
close friends who live far away.   

     We all know that summer worship attendance 
takes a dip while we all enjoy the great outdoors(or 
air conditioned bliss!), but can we talk about our 
summer offerings and tithes?    

     No matter the amount, the most helpful way to 
give to the ministries of the congregation is regular-
ly and consistently.  Whether it's weekly or month-
ly, make a prayerful decision ahead of time this 
summer, and commit to a consistent amount.    

     With our online giving platform, Vanco, it's super 
easy!  Or do like I do, and schedule a check to be 
sent once a month through your bank's website.   If 
you've already done this, or you remember to mail 
an envelope when you can't be physically present 
with us, thank you! 

Go to:  https://www.clcmillvale.com/donate/    



Who Is God? 
Joseph Imhoff  

 Tucked in the front cover of my red paperback confirmation 
book is a folded piece of parchment paper with mimeographed 
(that tells you how old it is) questions for study by the class.  At that 
time a question Sunday was held when The Reverend Augustus C. 
Peeler of The First Evangelical and Reformed Church of Millvale 
(now United Church of Christ) would sit in a pew and ask questions 
to those who were to be confirmed, all sitting in a row across the 
front of the church facing the congregation who were allowed to 
ask questions of their own but never did. 

 The first question on the sheet is: Who is God? Followed by: 
What did he do?  I’m sure we had prepared answer but only the 
question exists and it was not one of those asked that day.  Yet it is 
a question that pops into mind at the oddest moments because it is 
important and mysterious at the same time.  We know more about 
the things God has done than about who he is.  In the motion pic-
ture The Ten Commandments God  answers Moses in a voice that 
sounds suspiciously like the audio engineered voice of Charlton 
Heston, “I am that I am!”  Indeed, the unspoken Hebrew letters for 
God, YHWH, are a form the the verb ‘to be’.  In other words the best 
way to describe God is, “I AM!”  He is, therefore everything else ex-
ists because of that fact. 

 This Sunday is designated Trinity Sunday, instead of cele-
brating an event in the life of the Church we ponder the question: 
Who is God?  To most people when asked, who’s so and so?  Their 
reply usually includes a bit of what the person looks like, what 
they’ve done, are they likable.  For God we only know what he has 
done for those who have seen him cannot live or only had a fleeting 
glimpse of his back or in a mist.  We know what He has done and 
that He speaks through many such as prophets.  Then there a Son, 
Jesus, who lived on earth with us for a while, teaching and atoning 
for sin.  Then the Spirit who is the messenger and Comforter.  In all, 
very mysterious.  

 The Athanasian Creed which occasionally replaces the 
Apostle’s and Nicene Creeds on Trinity Sunday goes to great length 
in some 800 to 900 words over 44 verses to explain that which can-
not be explained in human terms.  I rely on the explanation of the 
Trinity given by Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen of New York City on his 
weekly television show of the 50’s and 60’s, Life is Worth Living.    

 “What is water?  H2O, that is its nature.  As a liquid it’s H2O, 
as ice it’s H2O, as steam it’s H2O.  Its nature does not change, only 
the form.  Thus it is with the nature of God, the nature does not 
change but only the form”  Thus the creeds say, ‘God the Father Al-
mighty, creator; the Son, Jesus, who took on flesh to atone for sin;  
the Holy Spirit proceeding from the Father and Son who works in 
mysterious ways!” ~ 
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No Need for Proof      

However diligent and determined, thoughtful and thorough 

the many sermons, Sunday school lessons, Bible studies, and 

systematic theologies may be as they claim to make sense of 

the Three-in-One and One-in-Three, they are, in the end, fruit-

less follies. The holy Trinity is not sensible. Dare, if you will, to 

call it non-sense: a holy non-sense. But then call it holy truth, 

for that is what it is. Holiness dares to defy sense. 

Holy Trinity Sunday celebrates our own humble human experi-

ence of the divine, not a supernatural equation. The Trinity is 

suited for the sanctuary where truth is sacred mystery, where 

we sing, “Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty! Early in the 

morning our song shall rise to thee” (ELW 413) and “O Trinity, 

O blessed Light, O Unity of sovereign might: as now the fiery 

sun departs, shed holy light within our hearts” (ELW 571), and 

where we profess the convictions of creeds, opaque and ob-

scure. The holy Trinity is not for laboratories where calculations 

and algorithms are deciphered. 

Behold: Molecules and atoms, glaciers on a crawl, cosmic ex-

plosions, photosynthesis and fertilization, the making of moun-

tains, the carving of seas, the sparkling of stars, the opening of 

a peony, the birth of a gosling or cub or child. Holy, holy, holy 

God is a wonder to profess and celebrate. No need for proof. 

Behold: Outside the walls of the universe and portals of time, 

the Word opened the gate and became the one who was hun-

gry, thirsty, a stranger, naked, sick, imprisoned, here to give 

food and drink, to welcome, to clothe, to heal, and to free. Ho-

ly, holy, holy God is a wonder to profess and celebrate. No 

need for proof. 

Behold: Doves and flames and winds and languages; in baptis-

mal water, a promise; in wilderness dust, a companion; a guide 

breathed in at birth, breathed out at death. Holy, holy, holy 

God is a wonder to profess and celebrate. No need for proof. 

Blessed Trinity. ~ 



Prayer of the Day 
Almighty Creator and ever-living God: we 

worship your glory, eternal Three-in-One, and    

  we praise your power, majestic One-in-    

    Three. Keep us steadfast in this faith,  

      defend us in all adversity, and bring us  

        into your presence, where you live  

           in endless joy and love, Father,  

               Son, and Holy Spirit.  

   Amen 



CLC Website: https://www.clcmillvale.com/   

Youtube: clcmillvale ; Twitter: ChristMillvale ;  

Facebook and Instagram: #CLCMillvale.               
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