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The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make his 

face shine on you and be gracious to you.    The Lord 

look upon you with favor and give you peace.     

Prayer of the Day 
O Lord God, we bring before you the cries of a  

  sorrowing world. In your mercy set us free  

    from the chains that bind us, and defend  

      us from everything that is evil, through  

         Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.   

                         Amen 

This Sunday’s texts paint startling pictures of the horrific na-
ture of sin. The church’s repeated celebration of holy com-
munion counters that tragic reality in a continued showing 
forth of the death of Jesus until he comes again. It is a dra-
matic declaration of “how much God has done for you.”  ~ 
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There has been a noticeable increase in Juneteenth celebrations 

across the United States over the past few years, following the kill-

ings of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, and the Black Lives Matter 

movement, and the latest racist massacre of 10 Black people at a 

supermarket in Buffalo. 

      Juneteenth is annual commemoration of the end of slavery in 

the United States after the Civil War, has been celebrated by Afri-

can Americans since the late 1800s.  President Biden signed legisla-

tion last year that made Juneteenth, which falls on June 19, a fed-

eral holiday.  

      There is tension in the holiday itself - celebrating the joyful 

emancipation of Black Americans from slavery while Black and 

Brown Americans today continue to experience horrific racism. 

There is also tension when you place this holiday alongside the 

next major federal holiday of July 4th, Independence Day.   

      “Juneteenth helps us understand the history of this country in 

more honest ways than July 4th ever has...  Juneteenth, in con-

trast, offers a more honest view of the struggle for genuine free-

dom in the United States, which has often been delayed and de-

nied to black people (and for our indigenous siblings.) 
Drew G. I. Hart, a theology professor at Messiah College and author of Trouble I've 

Seen and Who Will Be A Witness? 

     We commemorated the lives of the Emmanuel Nine this week - 

gunned down in a racially motivated massacre in their own church 

- by a young white supremacist, who just happened to be Luther-

an.  The church has to pay attention with our whole heart to 

what's going on here, especially in the whitest denomination in 

America, the ELCA.  This Sunday, not only will we prayerfully give 

thanks for the fathers among us, but we will remember our black 

and brown siblings, the joy they celebrate and struggles they face 

daily.  ~ 

Read more at:  https://www.livinglutheran.org/2021/06/

juneteenth-day-150-years-later/  and  https://www.elca.org/
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Change of Seasons 
Joseph Imhoff  

 We are all aware of the seasons, Summer, Fall, Winter, 
Spring; poets have written odes to them, musicians written concer-
tos and oratorios about them, nature writers have expounded to no 
end.  Shortly the summer solstice will occur, the longest day of the 
year, the first day of Summer! 

 The Church too has its seasons, some even celebrated in an-
cient times by the Hebrews before Christianity but forming the ba-
ses for what we do today.  Now, with a stretch of the imagination, 
let us consider the Church Year.  The first six months, roughly De-
cember through May, are packed with most of the significant events 
the Church celebrates: Advent, Christmas, Epiphany, The Transfig-
uration, Lent, The Passion, Easter, Pentecost, and Trinity Sunday. 

 The Church is entering what is known as the Ordinary Times, 
and as it sounds, it is a time when not much of significance takes 
place except when a few Commemorations or Saints' days happen 
to fall on a Sunday and are celebrated with appropriate liturgical 
colors and lessons.  It seems that all of the important events of the 
Church have happened, now it will be one boring liturgically Green 
Sunday after another.  "Now the green blade rises...Love is come 
again like wheat arising green!" 

 Now is the time of the Church, the Holy gave us our orders on 
Pentecost and much work needs to be done.  I always enjoyed the 
column that Colin McNickle wrote in the Tribune Review on Satur-
day because during the summer it was about his garden and how it 
was growing.  Gardening is hard work, tilling the soil, watering, ferti-
lizing, cutting away dead growth, and worse, pulling weeds. 

 The Bible if full of images of seeds, trees, roots, vines, and 
branches.  CLC is our orchard, our vineyard, our garden; we have 
our work to do in order to cultivate it and have it bear fruit in sea-
son.  We are in Millvale to stay, not just to grow at 917 Evergreen, 
but to broadcast seed, cultivate new fields, nurture that which is al-
ready growing.  We have an expert gardening consultant to rely on, 
The Holy Spirit!  ~  



What is Your Name? 
There is in Cairo an eerie, demonic site, terrifying to the hu-

man soul. Far into the chaos and noise of the city that never 

slumbers, there is another city—“the city of the dead.” A vast 

tangle of tombs and mausoleums that, through the windows 

of tour buses, remains grim, distant, and quiet is, at close en-

counter, not a place of repose at all. It is a wretched, loud, 

busy, suffering place lived in by Cairo’s least and lowliest. 

       But there is no need to travel to Egypt to see the grim sce-

ne. Cities of the dead are all around us, if we care to look—

places where the condemned, dirtied, ridiculed, blamed, and 

broken spend their demonized days living as if dead in cells 

and wards, beneath plastic and cardboard, in rust and gar-

bage, among decay and rot, forgotten and lonely. There, be-

yond our windows, so used to their own condemned life, the 

most they hope for is to be left alone. “I beg you, do not tor-

ment me” (Luke 8:28). “I beg you.” The gospel says “beg”! 

       He’d had enough—the man could endure no more judg-

ment, no more religious platitudes, no more being the topic of 

conversation, no more shame, no more chains and shackles. It 

was—it is—bad enough to be plagued by demons in the cities 

of the dead, so please, no more torment! I beg you. 

       “What is your name?” (v. 30). Those four beautiful words 

stun the ugliness on the hillside. “What is your name?” In that 

question there thunders a spoken truth: the desire to know, 

not ignore; to approach, not pass by; to dare, not cower. 

       “And they were afraid” (v. 35). Those four riddling words 

confuse the swinish hillside. In that spoken truth there is ex-

posed a question: Afraid of what? Of knowing the banished 

one? Of approaching the wild one? Of daring to welcome the 

troubled one home? 

What is your name? Legion? No: Child of God.  ~ 



Happy Father's Day  

to all our CLC Dads, 

and to Fathers everywhere! 

from the ELCA,  

"The Push and Pull of Father's Day” 

Read at:  

https://blogs.elca.org/worship/1049/ 
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CLC Website: https://www.clcmillvale.com/   

Youtube: clcmillvale ; Twitter: ChristMillvale ;  

Facebook and Instagram: #CLCMillvale.               
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