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Join us on June 26 for a special Service of the Word 
with readings and hymns, celebrating and  

praying for the fruits of the Spirit to be  
growing in us.  

For Paul, the freedom Christ gives is not permission to do 
whatever we want.  It is the invitation to be what we could  
not be otherwise.  The power and guidance of Christ’s  
Holy Spirit produce a different kind of life, one marked by     

the fruit of this Holy Spirit. ~  



There has been a noticeable increase in Juneteenth celebrations 

across the United States over the past few years, following the kill-

ings of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, and the Black Lives Matter 

movement, and the latest racist massacre of 10 Black people at a 

supermarket in Buffalo. 

      Juneteenth is annual commemoration of the end of slavery in 

the United States after the Civil War, has been celebrated by Afri-

can Americans since the late 1800s.  President Biden signed legisla-

tion last year that made Juneteenth, which falls on June 19, a fed-

eral holiday.  

      There is tension in the holiday itself - celebrating the joyful 

emancipation of Black Americans from slavery while Black and 

Brown Americans today continue to experience horrific racism. 

There is also tension when you place this holiday alongside the 

next major federal holiday of July 4th, Independence Day.   

      “Juneteenth helps us understand the history of this country in 

more honest ways than July 4th ever has...  Juneteenth, in con-

trast, offers a more honest view of the struggle for genuine free-

dom in the United States, which has often been delayed and de-

nied to black people (and for our indigenous siblings.) 
Drew G. I. Hart, a theology professor at Messiah College and author of Trouble I've 

Seen and Who Will Be A Witness? 

     We commemorated the lives of the Emmanuel Nine this week - 

gunned down in a racially motivated massacre in their own church 

- by a young white supremacist, who just happened to be Luther-

an.  The church has to pay attention with our whole heart to 

what's going on here, especially in the whitest denomination in 

America, the ELCA.  This Sunday, not only will we prayerfully give 

thanks for the fathers among us, but we will remember our black 

and brown siblings, the joy they celebrate and struggles they face 

daily.  ~ 

Read more at:  https://www.livinglutheran.org/2021/06/

juneteenth-day-150-years-later/  and  https://www.elca.org/
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Joseph Imhoff  

 As I noted last week we are now in what is called 
the Ordinary Times of the Church, the color being green 
for growth.  But ordinary does not mean plain or uninter-
esting, instead it is the means by which they are num-
bered.  Remember!  There are two numbering systems in 
use based on their Latin names. 

1) Cardinal (not the bird or ball team) which we use when 
counting: 

     Unus, duo, tres…. 

     One, two, three……..gazillion. 

2) Ordinal which we use when placing things in a series: 

     Primus, secundus, tertius…. 

     First, second, third…….nth. 

 All of the Sundays beginning with Pentecost are giv-
en numbers with Pentecost being the first and Trinity 
Sunday second.  Years ago these Sundays were as the 
Sundays AFTER Trinity but now the counting starts with 
the celebration of Pentecost which is more important in 
the liturgical year.  This Sunday is the Third Sunday of 
Pentecost. 

 There can be as many as 33 Sundays in the Season 
of Pentecost followed by Christ The King Sunday which is 
the last Sunday of the Church year, the week after the last 
Sunday will be the First Sunday of Advent, the Church’s 
New Year.   ~ 
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