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The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make 

his face shine on you and be gracious to you.    The 

Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.   
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To love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, 
strength, and mind is to reflect God’s mercy in re-
sponding to one’s neighbor. That mercy found its 
most profound expression in the “gospel that has 
come to you”—namely the life, death, and resur-
rection of Jesus Christ. That gospel mercy comes to 
us again today: at the font, at the table, and from 
the pulpit. It is very near to you.  ~  
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Joseph Imhoff, Installment 1  

 As I searched for a topic for the Weekly Update I paged 
through the latest copy of Living Lutheran I came across two arti-
cle that dealt with this Sunday’s Gospel lesson from Luke, The 
Good Samaritan.  

 The first by Tiffany C. Chaney, pastor developer from 
Montgomery, Ala. was called “Loving Without Limits” with the 
tagline, “Every day we have opportunities to be like the good Sa-
maritan”.  She used the Rev. Dr. Matin Luther King Jr.’s last ser-
mon.  What if the Samaritan thought, “If I do not stop to help 
this man, what will happen to him?  That’s the question before 
you tonight!” 

 The second was by Elizabeth A. Eaton, Presiding Bishop of 
the ELCA who wrote the no Jew would call a Samaritan ‘good’, 
nor would a Samaritan use the term about a Jew.  The rest of the 
story we all know.  Jesus had one encounter with a Samaritan, 
the woman of Sychar at the well who was surprised he would 
ask her for water. 

 So, who were these Samaritans and what was the big 
problem between them and the Jews?  Family feud is one way to 
put it.  Mutual exclusion is another within the Hebrew Religion.  
Theology had much to do with it.  Even before the kingdom of 
David and Solomon split into Judah in the South with Jerusalem 
as its capitol and Israel in the North with Samaria as its capitol 
there was contention over where the high place of the Hebrew 
Nation was. 

 When the Israelites conquered the land Joshua set the 
Tabernacle which Moses had fashioned in the desert on what 
Moses declared the Blessed Mountain, Mount Gerizim in the 
North.  It was here that all the sacrifices and rituals were carried 
out as had been commanded in the Law.   

 After the death of Joshua, a civil war broke between Eli 
son of Yafni, one of the priests, and the High Priest Pincus’ sons 
and he eventually left and set up another Temple like the one 
that was built on Mount Gerizim at Shiloh further south.  Need-
less to say there was a rivalry between both camps. 

 More to come!   ~ 

Samaritans, Who? 



A Matter of Proximity  
Most people consider clarifying questions to be helpful things. 
That is, of course, unless the questions are attempts to find loop-
holes or ways around doing what is moral and just. Today we find 
that Jesus is not a fan of loopholes when it comes to serving our 
neighbors. In fact, the tale he weaves for the listeners today is 
shocking on its face. To suggest that the outsider, a Samaritan, 
saves the day in the story probably went a bit too far for those first 
hearers. Perhaps that’s true for hearers today too, when we truly 
listen. The Samaritan is an unlikely hero. 

     This parable, often called “The Good Samaritan,” highlights 
proximity as a tool in extending God’s grace in the world. Those 
who do not want to help the injured person pass on the other side 
of the street. Perhaps the physical distance helps them feel discon-
nected from moral responsibility. 

     But notice the extreme proximity that the merciful Samaritan 
employs: he gets near to treat the beaten man’s wounds, puts his 
own wine on the injuries as a sanitary agent, puts the man on his 
own beast, and pays for the man’s needs with his own money. For 
Jesus, being a neighbor doesn’t just mean tending to those who 
happen to be next to us. For Jesus, being a neighbor means leaning 
in, especially when others want to avoid the situation altogether. 

     To truly attend to the needs of the world we must come in close 
proximity to need. After all, Jesus himself, fully God, became fully 
human to get in proximity to us. And like the Samaritan, this wan-
dering preacher from a nowhere town with a ragtag group of fol-
lowers will save the day for us all. God in Jesus is the unlikely hero 
who draws close to our need.  ~ 



Prayer of the Day 
O Lord God, your mercy delights us, and the world 
longs for your loving care. Hear the cries of everyone 
in need, and turn our hearts to love our neighbors 
with the love of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. Amen 
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