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Perhaps the church, at its best, is “all ears.” God
urges the faithful, again and again, to “listen
up!”—to heed the word that gives life. So it was
with Abraham and Sarah, Mary and Martha, and
the early church at Colossae. So it is today as we
join the assembly to hear the word of God, the
word of life. ~
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make
his face shine on you and be gracious to you. The
Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
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Samaritans, Who?

Joseph Imhoff, Installment 2

The Shamerim regarded themselves as the guardians of the
Law, the Torah, they were descendants of Manasseh and Ephraim,
sons of Joseph, and from the Levites who were charged with religious
duties.
The people of Israel pestered God through Samuel to give
them a king to rule them like the other nations had instead of the
Judges such as Deborah, Gideon, Jephthah, Samson and others. All
the tribes were united under Saul, David and Solomon. Upon Solomon’s death his son, Rehoboam, became king that lead to a revolt by
the ten northern tribes under Jeroboam dividing the kingdom into
Judah to the south with Jerusalem as its capitol and Israel in the
north where Samaria became the capitol where the distinct version
of faith held sway.
Distinct means the people had a dialect known as Samaritan
Hebrew and the writing also developed differing characters, some
taken from older Hebrew. Israel was the first kingdom to fall to the
Assyrians who according to their accounts transported people from
all over the empire to break up cohesive population, thus there
would have been some intermarriage. Closer reading of Chronicles
and Jeremiah indicate the faithful may have headed south because
the tribes of the North are noted for having supported the restoration of the Temple under Josiah thereby preserving Hebrew lineage.
Throughout time a faithful remnant in the faith has remained,
so were the woman of Sychar and the the Good Samaritan among
those who had remained faithful, did Jesus know this when he talked
to the woman by the well and purposely use it in his parable?
They remain to this day calling themselves Children of Israel
and not Jews, the Rabbinic authority of Israel considers them a sect
of Judaism and have legal status as such except when their practices
differ. It’s a ‘they are but they aren’t’ situation. There are 6,000
differences in the Pentateuch preserved by each faction, and variations in other writings, some corroborated by ancient outside
sources. As of 2022, with ever dwindling numbers, their population
stands at about 1,000 persons divided among several towns and
some known to be in Sicily from the diaspora and closer to our time
in Brazil.
And we think and worry about congregations closing within
nearly all denominations Christianity! ~

Intentional Attention
We set the table just so. We light fresh taper candles. We mop the floor
and put out the best china. We carefully attend to the recipe, being
sure to exclude any allergens and to include tons of home-cooked flavor.
Many of us have been taught how to be hospitable to guests in our
home. In fact, there’s a whole industry dedicated to hospitality and
making others feel welcome in new places!

But today we are reminded that hospitality is not just a matter of
attention to detail, but of attention to the individual guests too.
Though this text is often used to pit Mary and Martha against one another in the hearts of hearers (with Mary often winning that contest),
perhaps it is less about either/or and more a both/and situation.
Jesus is on the scene, and Martha is so busy trying to make him feel
welcome that she neglects to pay attention to him. Certainly, he is the
focus of her work (she wants the place ready for him!), but when it
comes to Jesus, his words are at a premium, and Mary devotes her
attention to making him feel welcome by making him feel heard.
Martha is not wrong in her desire to create the right environment.
Her intention is right. Being welcoming is serious business and takes
time and effort (and she could probably use her sister’s help to get the
work done!). But what good is a clean house and a good meal at the expense of the guests being seen, heard, and truly known?
For heavenly hospitality in homes, churches, and communities, it is
not enough to set the table and invite the guests. They must be listened
to, heard, and given attention. Both intention and attention must be
considered for true hospitality to be shown. In Jesus, God shows humanity both. ~

Prayer of the Day
Eternal God, you draw near to us in
Christ, and you make yourself our guest.
Amid the cares of our lives, make us
attentive to your presence, that we may
treasure your word above all else,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen.
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