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Persistence in prayer is encouraged by Jesus and wins the 
attention of God when Abraham intercedes for Sodom. 
The life of the baptized—to be rooted and built up in 
Christ Jesus—is to be nurtured with prayer. God hears and 
answers prayer and so strengthens God’s own. “When I 
called, you answered me; you increased my strength with-

in me.”  ~  

Southwestern PA Synod News 
As a congregation of the SWPA Synod, we support and 
contribute to the ministry of the whole church in many 
ways!  Check out what the Synod is up to, what other 
congregations are doing, and read about ministry and 
mission in Southwestern PA!  Here are two links to the 
Synod Website:  
Weekly Newsletter and Quarterly Magazine: 
https://www.swpasynod.org/wayfarer 
Synod News and Letters from the Office of the Bishop: 
https://www.swpasynod.org/synodnews 
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PRE-K THROUGH GRADE 6          SUNDAYS AT 8:30AM 

Sunday School Starting!  

Planning is in the works for children's 

Sunday school called "Sunday STEAM" 

starting in the fall!   Talk to Pastor Erin  

    or Mandy Freiss to get on board  

       and watch for a mailing! 
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Joseph Imhoff 

 As the musical Fiddler on the Roof opens Tevye, the milk-
man of the village, is explaining how everyone relates to every-
one else, how business and social interactions are conducted: 
Tradition! 

 Tradition is what holds everything together, the glue, it 
keeps things stable just because it’s there, otherwise life would 
be a shaky as a fiddler up on a roof top.  ‘Oy vey, such a thing 
should happen! 

 A number of years ago The Lutheran, now Living Lutheran, 
in one edition ran a group of interconnected articles by five con-
tributors on that very subject and its importance to the Church. 

 Tradition within the Lutheran Church begins with its 
founding and founder Martin Luther who was not a maverick but 
traditional in his faith choosing not to sweep away 1500 years of 
Church tradition  but return it to its roots, deny what was injuri-
ous to faith, affirm the good and create traditions as the Holy 
Spirit would guide it. 

 Traditions come and go depending on tastes but only up 
to a point.  Lutherans have a guide to follow, The Book of Con-
cord, made up from the writings of Martin Luther, those with 
him, containing the explanations of who we are, what we be-
lieve and why we are what we are at the beginning of The Refor-
mation. 

 Important to that is instruction, Luther wrote a small and 
large catechism and stacks of other material to instruct we the 
ignorant in faith.  He was appalled by what the people who 
called themselves Christians and went to church regularly didn’t 
know and went about to correct it. 

 The other strong suit in Lutheran tradition is the liturgy we 
use every Sunday, inherited from the practices of those prior 
1500 years, not shunted aside as was done by some reformer 
who preferred a total break with the Catholic Church.  The words 
may change, we no longer speak or are familiar with King Jame-
sian English, and the music settings run the gamut from Gregori-
an style chant to exciting contemporary. 

 The worship and music committee is in the process of 
planning out the worship events for the upcoming fall, taking in-
to consideration church-wide events and local celebrations, 
changes to the musical setting denoting the transition all with 
the boundaries of TRADITION!  ~ 

Tradition 



God’s Goodness Doesn’t Sting 
Sometimes when people are in need, they pray. And then they 
wait. They wonder. They wait some more, and pray some more. Is 
God listening? Will God answer my prayer? Some people may wor-
ry that they have done something to deafen God’s ears to their 
needs. Maybe they fear they are unworthy to be heard and 
helped, or that their lives don’t matter. Maybe they just give up on 
themselves and on God. 

     Jesus is well aware of the challenges of being a person of faith 
and trusting in God when life is tough. He invites people into a 
deep trust in God. Why? Because God gives us everything we 
want, even if it is bad for us? No! God doesn’t give scorpions to 
sting us, even if we ask for them. Jesus invites people into a deep 
trust in God because of God’s profound goodness. Jesus urges us 
to ask God for the sustenance we need: bread, fish, eggs, mercy, 
justice, love. God will give us such good things because God is so 
good. 

     The heart of Jesus’ message is rooted in God’s goodness. It is 
not centered on our worthiness, but on God’s generous heart. God 
is good. God is merciful. God is compassionate. God responds to 
our need out of that benevolence. The Good One gives good things 
for those in need. This is who God is for us. 

     This doesn’t resolve our tough and appropriate questions about 
when and how prayers get answered. It does tell us that we are in-
vited to trust that we are cared for no matter what. We are provid-
ed for beyond our comprehension, not because of our goodness, 
but because of God’s. We can come forward to Christ’s table—
hungry for acceptance, longing for the bread of mercy—and know 
we will receive that bread in our hands.  ~ 
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