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God is the source of our nourishment. Jesus’ 
invitation to “take and eat . . . take and drink” 
is a repeated one. In holy communion, in the 
word read and proclaimed, in the assembly of 
the people of God, the dominion of God has 
come near. Rejoice! Your name is written in 
heaven. ~  
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Joseph Imhoff  

 Over the last few weeks pursuant to the changing of the 
seasons within the church year the liturgical color of green has 
crept into the topic as part of the Ordinary Sundays and the 
growth of the Church, both in each congregation and out into the 
world to spread the Good News.  The Church displays many colors 
during the year, each one presenting a different mood, a different 
phase, a different focus.   

 It begins with Advent in late November or early December 
with the announcement of Jesus' coming birth.  The color is Blue, 
hopefulness and anticipation, think of seeing a brilliant blue sky in 
the morning and expect a very good day! 

 White appears at Christmas to Epiphany, the color of purity, 
of newness when Our Lord "grew in wisdom and stature" to pre-
pare him for the mission to come.  Epiphany shows us the first of 
the Green Sundays with the revelation of Jesus' purpose and 
God's plan beginning to work in the world. 

 The journey to Easter begins with Purple, a color of humili-
ty, penitence, reflection in anticipation of the next step to be tak-
en, and royalty manifested in the Kingship of Jesus, Son of God!  
Good Friday gives us Black, the color of mourning, of loss, the 
short time when we feel deserted and forsaken until the joy of 
Easter breaks through into brilliant white or for just that one Sun-
day, Gold!  White pops up now and again for special days of com-
memoration, Trinity, All Saints, Christ the King, and Saints who 
were not martyred.  

 The Red of fire announces Pentecost, symbolic of The Holy 
Spirit descending as tongues of fire to ignite the words of the 
Apostles.  Throughout the year it can also symbolize blood for the 
martyrs and the intervention of the Holy Spirit into the life of the 
Church. 

 We often take these little things, things in the background, 
for granted unless our attention is called to them.  Nevertheless, 
they are part of the whole worship experience like the music or 
reciting of prayers and creeds. ~ 

Changing Colors 



I Want to Be in That Number 
In today’s gospel, Jesus sends out seventy disciples to do some 
evangelizing. But who are they? There is lore that says some of the 
first leaders of the church were in this original cadre of disciples 
sent out “like lambs into the midst of wolves” (Luke 10:3): Barnabas, 
Mark, Rufus, and Justus are a few who might be familiar to us. But 
this is all legend, and one has to wonder why these seventy aren’t 
explicitly named by the gospel writer, especially because it was the 
first mass evangelism tour that Jesus encouraged. 

But perhaps the anonymity is on purpose. Perhaps they aren’t spe-
cifically named because their names can be ever-rotating—an ever-
moving list of saints that, generation after generation, are sent out 
with the strong name of Christ to confront the evils of the world. 

Perhaps you are one of the seventy, sent out by Jesus to confront 
the demons of this world: demons like racism and sexism, demons 
that destroy the temples of our bodies and cloud our minds with 
thoughts of hate and extremism. 

It’s important to consider that the seventy came back rejoicing be-
cause even the demons submitted to the name of Jesus 
(Luke 10:17). We may not consider that the demons of our world 
today can be subdued when they seem so gargantuan. Yet it has 
happened before, by the power of God. Indeed, it happens again 
and again and again as followers of Jesus go out into the world with 
God’s name upon their brows, denouncing the ills of the world and 
working for justice and peace as our baptismal calling compels us to 
do. 

That old spiritual “Oh, when the saints go marching in” (ACS 950) is 
most appropriate for this first Sunday in July. It speaks of longing to 
be among the saints entering the beloved kingdom of God, but it 
may also apply to these seventy saints sent out in today’s gospel. 

We too are in that number, wielding the powerful name of Christ. 
Rejoice! ~ 

Bette Larson 
 Condolences are extended to the family and friends of Bette 
Joan Larson who passed away at the age of 91 on June 22; the funer-
al service was held at the Kyper Funeral Home, Mt. Royal Blvd. on 
Saturday June 25.  Bette and her late husband, Jim, were former 
members of St. Luke’s and Christ Lutheran before they retired and 
moved to State College, Pa. to be near one of their daughters.  Both 
had been very active as the adult leaders of the Luther League at St. 
Luke’s.  The service was conducted at the funeral home by Pastor 
Ron Miller of Trinity Lutheran Church in State College where she had 
remained an active member.  



The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make 

his face shine on you and be gracious to you.    The 

Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.   
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