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Southwestern PA Synod News 
As a congregation of the SWPA Synod, we 
support and contribute to the ministry of the whole 
church in many ways!  Check out what the Synod is up to, 
what other congregations are doing, and read about min-
istry and mission in Southwestern PA!  Here are two links 
to the Synod Website:  
Weekly Newsletter and Quarterly Magazine: 
https://www.swpasynod.org/wayfarer 
Synod News and Letters from the Office of the Bishop: 
https://www.swpasynod.org/synodnews 

Today’s texts offer instruction and encouragement for all who 
are occasionally overwhelmed by the “unhappy business” of 
life. Jesus urges us to take care and be on guard against all 
kinds of greed. We who have died with Christ in holy baptism 
have also been raised with him and are encouraged to elevate 
our thinking, seeking the “things that are above.” To that end 
we seek the sustenance of the Lord’s supper and the encour-
agement of God’s word.  ~ 
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PRE-K THROUGH GRADE 6          SUNDAYS AT 8:30AM 
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Music, Music, Music! 

Joseph Imhoff 

 This past week on Thursday, July 28, the Church celebrated the 
Commemoration of three of three musicians, composers, who contrib-
uted much of what has become staples of church music.  All three were 
born Germans but their influence has spread far beyond that loose con-
federation of individual small states and Europe, also beyond the realm 
of the church into the world, into time and history! 

 The first and least known is Heinrich Schütz who was born in 
1785, was discovered singing by the landgraf, count, became a choir-
boy, studied law, went to Venice and studied music with Giovanni Ga-
brieli, bringing many new musical ideas with him and influencing Ger-
man music through his dozens of pupils.  Eventually he came into the 
service of the Elector of Saxony in Dresden where he died in 1762.  Of 
his output much of it was for the Lutheran Church.  While singing with 
the Pittsburgh Lutheran Chorus we did his intricate “Cantate Domino” 
and very moving “Woman, why weepest thou”, the encounter of Mary 
Magdalene with Jesus after the Resurrection.  Hardly any of his organ or 
secular works exist, yet he was the forerunner of the two to come after 
him.  

 Johann Sebastian Bach needs no introduction, I guess I just did.  
Born in 1685, one hundred years after Schütz, thirteen years after his 
death.  He is a giant in the music world because he transcends genres, 
styles and forms, he made them his own like nobody else.  It’s easier to 
list the types of music he didn’t write: opera is the only one I can think 
of.  For the Churches, Lutheran, he wrote cantatas for every Sunday in a 
five year cycle, motets, anthems, organ and instrumental pieces galore, 
all this while teaching, directing choirs and composing non-sacred music 
for a variety of secular occasions until he died in 1750. 

 Third on the list for commemorating is George Frederick Handel 
who was born in the same year as Bach, 1685.  For a time he held a po-
sition similar to Bach’s as kapellmeister responsible for preparing music 
for church services in Hallé, but his fame came elsewhere, in opera and 
in England when a former patron became King George I.  Besides opera 
he provided music for special royal events such as fireworks and great 
barges on the Thames.  English oratorios was a part of his output he de-
veloped and was its greatest proponent, some on Biblical subjects, 
‘Saul’, ‘Israel in Egypt’, ‘Deborah’, but as the popularity of opera as be-
ing only for the rich faded he made this his focus and produced the best 
know one ever composed, ‘Messiah”!  Other Biblical stories were, 
’Samson’, ‘Joseph and his Brethren’, ‘Belshazzar’, ‘Joshua’ and ‘Samson’.  
Due to an accident he started to go blind and poor treatment made it 
worse until he was blind by 1752, and would die in 1759 , the last per-
formance he heard was ‘Messiah’. 

 If Bach was the greatest theologian in music Handel was its 
greatest story teller!  ~ 



The Richness of Life     
Many people in the United States have such an abundance of pos-
sessions that they don’t even notice it. It feels normal to have 
things in excess. For others in the same culture, paying rent or the 
mortgage and having enough to buy food is a struggle. Scarcity is a 
daily reality. 

     Someone in the crowd asked Jesus, “Tell my brother to divide 
the family inheritance with me” (Luke 12:13). It feels urgent. Is he 
being impatient? Is his brother refusing to give him a fair share of 
the estate? Is he being greedy? Is he desperate because he is una-
ble to pay his debts or care for his children? 

We don’t know who is living in abundance of possessions and who 
is living in scarcity in this story. Whether we are rich or poor, 
greedy or needy, we can fall into the trap of thinking that an abun-
dance of possessions is what life must be about. Having enough to 
live and be safe is important for everyone. But having as much as 
possible while others go without is outside of God’s good inten-
tions for human community. 

     Jesus points beyond abundance of possessions to finding the 
key to life in an abundance of something else: being “rich toward 
God” (v. 21). What could this mean? First, it means knowing that 
God provides abundantly for us and for all, so we live with grati-
tude to God for all we have. Second, it means knowing our only 
true security is in God’s love and grace, which we always have. 
Third, it means responding to the God of abundance with the same 
generosity toward others. Being rich toward God means being gen-
erous toward our neighbors. 

     Why is this the key to life, and not abundance of possessions? 
Because we are created to live in relationship with God and each 
other. And in living generously toward each other we participate in 
the goodness of God. That is the richness of life.  ~ 
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PRAYER of the DAY 
Benevolent God, you are the source, the guide, and the goal 
of our lives. Teach us to love what is worth loving, to reject 
what is offensive to you, and to treasure what is precious in 
your sight, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 


