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The word of God is a refining fire. Jesus is the great divide in 
human history. He invites our undivided attention and devo-
tion. Today in worship we are surrounded by a great “cloud 
of witnesses.” In the word and in holy communion we are in-
vited yet again to look to Jesus, “the pioneer and perfecter of 
our faith.”  ~  
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PRE-K THROUGH GRADE 6          SUNDAYS AT 8:30AM 
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The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make 

his face shine on you and be gracious to you.    The 

Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.   



Our Hands 
Joseph Imhoff 
 

Going over the Church calendar of upcoming events I came 
across one that is unique to the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
American, “God’s Work, Our Hands”, an annual day of service.  
That got me started on thinking about what we do with our 
hands, just about everything, we use them for work, for play al-
most action we take, some people use their hands when they 
talk!  We take them for granted until we see someone who has 
lost a hand or arm and wonder what it feels like; protheses 
have come a long way in that regard but not quite to the level 
of ones provided to Luke Skywalker or Darth Vader in the mov-
ies.  

 How does this fit into God’s Work?  God is at work, and 
Jesus embodies what God is working on-the new creation.  As 
members of the community of believers the Holy Spirit works 
through us and through our hands.  We do God’s work, not be-
cause God needs us to do so but because our neighbor does!   

 “Let the favor of the Lord our God be upon us, and estab-
lish the work of our hands upon us; yes, establish the work of 
our hands!” (Psalm 90:17) 

 This year “God’s Work, Our Hands” is scheduled for Sun-
day September 11, though individual congregations my choose 
a different Sunday if need be.  It is interesting to note that on 
the home page of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
directly under the name is the phrase, “God’s Work, Our 
Hands”.  The purpose is to celebrate who we are as the ELCA-
one church, freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. 

 Though CLC will be celebrating Rally Day for the Sunday 
school on that day, the spirit of “God’s Work, Our Hands” is 
very much a part of this congregation with “In the Neighbor-
hood for Good”!   ~ 



A Division That Brings Peace         
Today’s word is difficult to hear, but all too obvious at the same 
time. The message of God’s governance among us, which lifts up 
the lowly and challenges the mighty, brings division. The good 
news brings division because some welcome it with exuberant joy, 
since it is the only good news they hear, and some resist it because 
it is a profound challenge to human assumptions about God, the 
world, and us. 

     We might be surprised to hear Jesus say he has not come to 
bring peace, but division. This is because he insists on a gospel of 
peace for everyone, not just a few. The division Jesus speaks of is 
not the goal, but it is the inevitable outcome of insisting that eve-
ryone is included in God’s family. Division and conflict are the price 
he is willing to pay if that’s what it takes to usher in a world of true 
peace rooted in God’s mercy. Jesus paid that price when he was 
crucified for his faithfulness to God’s welcoming way. 

     The church continues the ministry of Jesus when it enters into 
the fray of lifting up people the world deems unwelcome or lowly. 
Who is excluded or marginalized in your community? Why is this 
so? Does your church mirror this exclusion and marginalization, or 
does it transcend it with a welcome to those very persons left out 
elsewhere? What division has this faithfulness to the gospel 
caused? 

     The most wonderful witness the church gives, and the most di-
visive thing it does, is declare forgiveness to every repentant heart 
in Christ’s name: the excluded and the exclusive, the lowly and the 
mighty. The most beautiful inbreaking of the governance of God is 
when humble persons gather around Christ’s table, open their 
hands to receive bread and wine, and deeply embrace their own 
welcome and their neighbor’s welcome at the very same table. In 
that sacramental moment, the peace that led to division turns into 
complete peace.  ~ 
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PRAYER of the DAY 
O God, judge eternal, you love justice and hate oppression, and 
you call us to share your zeal for truth. Give us courage to take our 
stand with all victims of bloodshed and greed, and, following your 
servants and prophets, to look to the pioneer and perfecter of our 
faith, your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen 
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Southwestern PA Synod News 
As a congregation of the SWPA Synod, we 
support and contribute to the ministry of the whole 
church in many ways!  Check out what the Synod is up to, 
what other congregations are doing, and read about min-
istry and mission in Southwestern PA!  Here are two links 
to the Synod Website:  
Weekly Newsletter and Quarterly Magazine: 
https://www.swpasynod.org/wayfarer 
Synod News and Letters from the Office of the Bishop: 
https://www.swpasynod.org/synodnews 


