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Remember the sabbath day. Call the sabbath a delight. This is 
the Lord’s day, and the Lord will do for us what the Lord 
does: feed us, forgive us, help and heal us. Rejoice at all the 
wonderful things God is doing.  ~  
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Quare Vadimus      
Joseph Imhoff 
 

 A number of years ago I wrote two articles suggested by 
the book by Henryk Sienkiewicz and later movie, Quo Vadis, the 
title being based on a quote from the Apocryphal book The Acts 
of Peter.  “Quo vadis, Domine?” (Where are you going, Lord?); 
Peter leaving Rome confronted by Jesus telling hime that he is 
going to Rome to be crucified again only to return and be cruci-
fied himself.  The second article was “Quo vadimus?”, where 
were we going as a congregation at that moment in time.   

 It was early this week when the August issue of Living Lu-
theran    arrived and perusing it came upon Bishop Elizabeth 
Eaton’s ‘Presiding Bishop’ column on the last page and was 
struck by how timely it was to CLC as we prepare to work 
through the process of calling a pastor.   

 To those first two questions I will add. “Quare vadimus?”, 
why are we going?  After her own experience she states the the 
Church has become very good at the ‘how’ we work as a church 
in doing the things we do through worship, education, ministry, 
etc., when the question should be ‘why’ we are doing them.  
This will be one of the questions the committee, when it is 
formed, will have to ask to justify the calling of a pastor to this 
place at this time.  She did give a hint in a quotation from Lu-
ther’s ‘Small Catechism’:    

 “I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Fa-
ther from eternity, and also true man, born of the Virgin Mary, 
is my Lord, who has redeemed me, a lost and condemned per-
son, purchased and won me from all sins, from death, and from 
the power of the devil; not with gold or silver, but with His holy, 
precious blood and with His innocent suffering and death, that I 
may be His own and live under Him in His kingdom and serve 
Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness, 
just as He is risen from the dead, lives and reigns to all eternity. 

This is most certainly true. 

 This is certainly a good reason for Christ Lutheran Church 
to remain as a congregation here in Millvale! 



A Good Time for Liberation            
Luke tells us that Jesus had such compassion for an ailing woman 
that he healed her without waiting. It’s hard to imagine what it 
was like for her to be bent over for eighteen years. Anyone who 
has known back pain knows how debilitating it can be. The image 
of her stooped over is quickly transformed when she is healed, is 
liberated from her ailment, and stands up straight. She is set free 
from pain and social isolation. She spontaneously praises God. 
How could she not? 

     Some people present with Jesus and the woman did not cele-
brate or praise God. They complained that Jesus’ timing was bad. It 
was the Sabbath day. Sabbath is a holy gift from God given for 
God’s people to have rest, to be free from the burdens of labor, 
and to enjoy life in community with one another and God. Some 
thought restrictions against doing work meant it was a bad time 
for healing. They failed to see that as good as Sabbath-keeping is, 
there is never a bad time for healing. It is always the right time to 
liberate people from whatever disease and oppression keeps them 
bent over and suffering. 

     Luke’s message is that Jesus comes to bring God’s liberation for 
the poor, oppressed, sick, and sinful. Through mercy granted un-
conditionally, a new world is formed in Christ where it is always a 
good time for healing and liberation. Just as Jesus lifted up the 
woman bent over in pain, God lifts up the lowly and humble to 
give them life and liberty. 

     God surprises us with grace that comes even when we think it 
can’t be the right time. Whether it is God claiming us in Christ 
through baptism, or granting healing from disease, or lifting up 
people bent over from marginalization, it is always the right time. 
How could we not offer our spontaneous praise as we are lifted up 
by such good news?  ~ 
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PRAYER of the DAY:  O God, mighty and immortal, you know that as   
fragile creatures surrounded by great dangers, we cannot by ourselves 
stand upright. Give us strength of mind and body, so that even when we 
suffer because of human sin, we may rise victorious through your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
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Southwestern PA Synod News 
As a congregation of the SWPA Synod, we 
support and contribute to the ministry of the whole 
church in many ways!  Check out what the Synod is up to, 
what other congregations are doing, and read about min-
istry and mission in Southwestern PA!  Here are two links 
to the Synod Website:  
Weekly Newsletter and Quarterly Magazine: 
https://www.swpasynod.org/wayfarer 
Synod News and Letters from the Office of the Bishop: 
https://www.swpasynod.org/synodnews 


