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Invited and inviting—that is the nature of the church. By God’s 
grace in holy baptism we have a place at Christ’s banquet table. 
When, by the power of that same Spirit, humility and mutual 
love continue among us, the church can be more inviting still.  ~  



Christ Lutheran Church 

  917 Evergreen Avenue, Millvale, PA 15209 ~ 412-821-4300 ~ 

eMail: christlutheran917@gmail.com ~ www.clcmillvale.com 



Christ Lutheran Church 

  917 Evergreen Avenue, Millvale, PA 15209 ~ 412-821-4300 ~ 

eMail: christlutheran917@gmail.com ~ www.clcmillvale.com 



Christ Lutheran Church 

  917 Evergreen Avenue, Millvale, PA 15209 ~ 412-821-4300 ~ 

eMail: christlutheran917@gmail.com ~ www.clcmillvale.com 



Christ Lutheran Church 

  917 Evergreen Avenue, Millvale, PA 15209 ~ 412-821-4300 ~ 

eMail: christlutheran917@gmail.com ~ www.clcmillvale.com 



Teach Us to Pray 1 
Joseph Imhoff 
 

 How often have we heard the lesson in Luke’s Gospel 
about the disciples asking Jesus to teach them to pray?  In the 
Gospel of Matthew Jesus advises his disciples of things to avoid 
when praying.  Both stories end with him teaching a format 
which has become known as ‘The Lord’s Prayer’, recited in Eng-
lish most often in the 400 year old King James I translation that 
everyone has heard and knows by heart.  In German it is still Lu-
ther’s translation that holds sway and the Latin version has 
been around for ages. 

 Prayer is an essential part of every church service along 
with the Word and Sacrament, intercessions for special needs 
or general petitions for the word, our country, individual or 
groups of people, the undertaking of some task.  A while ago in 
passing someone asked what is the Lutheran position on prayer, 
and it got me thinking.  What is the Lutheran position? 

 At the Diet of Augsburg in 1530 Luther’s representatives 
presented the document that would be known as the Augsburg 
Confession, the statement of beliefs based on scripture and 
where the Church centered in Rome was in error, it covered just 
about everything except prayer and praying.  Searching through 
my Tappert edition of The Book of Concord I found only 
scattered references to prayer but no single statement. 

 In both The Small Catechism and The Large Catechism Lu-
ther addresses ’The Lord’s Prayer’ and offers prayers for morn-
ing and evening devotions plus ‘Grace at Table’, before and after 
eating.  He was also a prolific writer of prayers, the small book 
of Luther’s Prayers I used for the adult Sunday discussion group 
is only the tip of the mountain of prayers he wrote for nearly 
every occasion.   

 Perhaps the answer to my question was in his prayers, 
perhaps he was so busy praying and writing prayers that he had 
no time to write about them.  The editor of that modest volume 
did give a hint, “He is as one in continual conversation with 
God.”   To be continued . . . ~ 



The Round-Table Ethic           
Jesus teaches his followers that social norms and expectations no 
longer apply in the dinner parties he offers. Tradition in Jesus’ time 
said that the honorable sat in places of esteem at a dinner. The 
lowly were crowded down at the other end. This form of sharing a 
meal reinforced the social patterns of giving honor to the wealthy 
and powerful and shaming those who were poor and outcast. Je-
sus will have none of this. 

     The legends of King Arthur say he gathered the knights of the 
kingdom at a round table. A round table has no head seat of honor 
and therefore no lowly seat of shame. Arthur did this to help pre-
serve peace in the kingdom. He brought together knights from 
many regions speaking different languages. Some of them were 
former enemies now reconciled. Some came to Great Britain from 
as far away as Africa and the Middle East. The round table created 
a space of equality. This equality supported peace and reconcilia-
tion. 

     Jesus critiques the social norms of his day and ours. He instructs 
his followers to host dinner parties that honor those dishonored in 
the community and that humble those who are privileged. The 
spirit of his teaching is similar to Arthur’s round table: when we 
gather people together, we do so with a deep sense of equality 
among persons. In the church, this equality is rooted in God’s 
grace that welcomes all to the table. 

     One of the most profound ways the church witnesses to and en-
acts the gospel is to gather around dinner tables, sacred tables, 
public and private tables, giving everyone a place of honor. Some-
times this means simply including those who have been excluded. 
Sometimes it means giving voice to those usually silenced. Always 
it means generously feeding and nourishing bodies and minds in 
the name of Christ. It is a gift to be a community that enjoys fel-
lowship at the round table of Christ.  ~ 
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Southwestern PA Synod News 
As a congregation of the SWPA Synod, we 
support and contribute to the ministry of the whole 
church in many ways!  Check out what the Synod is up to, 
what other congregations are doing, and read about min-
istry and mission in Southwestern PA!  Here are two links 
to the Synod Website:  
Weekly Newsletter and Quarterly Magazine: 
https://www.swpasynod.org/wayfarer 
Synod News and Letters from the Office of the Bishop: 
https://www.swpasynod.org/synodnews 


