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The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make 

his face shine on you and be gracious to you.    The 

Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.   
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Jesus says, “It is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the 
kingdom.” It is God’s promise from the beginning—to Abra-
ham, to the early church, and to the “little flock” of which we 
are a part in today’s assembly. Faith, God’s baptismal gift, 
trusts the promises of God. Have no fear.  ~  
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PRE-K THROUGH GRADE 6          SUNDAYS AT 8:30AM 
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A New Covenant 
Joseph Imhoff 
 

 ברוך אתה ה' אלהינו מלך העולם, שהכל ברא לכבו

 Transliteration: Barukh ata Adonai Eloheinu melekh ha‑olam 
shehakol bara lichvodo.  "Blessed are You, LORD, our God, sovereign of 
the universe, who created everything for His Glory."  This is a Talmudic 
prayer alluding to the fact that every person and thing has a place in 
God’s universe.  It is most often associated with the covenant of mar-
riage in the Jewish ceremony. 

 As you have heard from Lenny Jansen on a Sunday morning and 
will hear from others in the future the church council wrestled with the 
idea of how to show its commitment to the future of Christ Lutheran 
Church in Millvale honoring the slogan “In the Neighborhood for Good”.   

 To that end on the advice of Dr. Graham Standish, a professional 
who assists congregations in times of transition, the council created its 
own covenant as a way of defining its place and responsibility within 
CLC.  The idea of covenants is very Biblical in nature, often accompanied 
by animal sacrifice and burnt offerings, none of which the council en-
deavored.   

 The tradition of the covenant continues when we hear the term 
to make one's bar mitzvah or bat mitzvah, we think that it is similar to 
what we call confirmation but within the Hebrew tradition!  "Today I am 
a man or woman!" is the usual phrase.  Yes and no!  Bar means son, bat 
means daughter, Simon bar Jonah was Simon son of John, Peter the 
Apostle. 

  Bar mitzvah, son of the Covenant; bat mitzvah, daughter of the 
Covenant.  It is a pledge to God, Adonai,  ,יהוהYHWH, a word, a name, 
too sacred to utter.  We are heirs of that tradition, children of the Cove-
nant, the New Covenant. 

 "A new Commandment I give unto you, that you love one anoth-
er; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another.  By this shall all 
men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another." 

 This is the new Covenant, the last Mitzvah, sealed by Jesus 
Christ, Son of the living God.  It binds all who believe to him, not by fear, 
but in love.  
 

Apology: Due to bad typing and proof-reading I let the dates for Heinrich Schütz indicate he was born 
200 years later and died, not 13 years before he was born but 100 years later!  The year of his birth 
should have been 1585, the year of death 1672!  Sorry about that. ~ 



Security Systems That Don’t Fail         
Jesus knows that we worry about a lot of things. Many people who 
own a lot of possessions live in fear of losing them. Some find that 
a security system installed with cameras and sensors and smart 
doorbells can lower their anxiety. But even with internet-of-things 
technology, these security systems do not stop the risk of theft. We 
may get a video of someone stealing our stuff, but we still lose the 
stuff. Anxiety over losing what we have persists and may in fact be 
ever-present as our cell phones alert us to each passerby at the 
front door. 

     Jesus proposes several other security systems that transform 
our anxiety over losing what we have into a different kind of calm. 
The first one he offers is probably the least popular: Sell your pos-
sessions and give the money to the poor. You don’t have to worry 
about your belongings being stolen if you get rid of them. It’s a 
radical option, but an option nonetheless. 

     Jesus also proposes another kind of security: Place value in the 
things that can’t be stolen. When we treasure the mercy and love 
of God as our most prized possession, we have what no one else 
can take. We have a security system that does not fail. We have 
deep and abiding peace. Our fears are calmed. 

There is one additional security system to which Jesus invites us: 
Have confidence that it is God’s good pleasure to give us life with 
God, life in a world where everyone has enough and no one wor-
ries about losing it, life where we all know we are equally beloved. 
When this is our treasure, when it is where we place our hearts, 
we find the peace that is a secure gift.  ~ 
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Southwestern PA Synod News 
As a congregation of the SWPA Synod, we 
support and contribute to the ministry of 
the whole church in many ways!  Check out what the 
Synod is up to, what other congregations are doing, and 
read about ministry and mission in Southwestern 
PA!  Here are two links to the Synod Website:  
Weekly Newsletter and Quarterly Magazine: 
https://www.swpasynod.org/wayfarer 
Synod News and Letters from the Office of the Bishop: 
https://www.swpasynod.org/synodnews 
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PRAYER of the DAY 
Almighty God, you sent your Holy Spirit to be the life 
and light of your church. Open our hearts to the rich-
es of your grace, that we may be ready to receive you 
wherever you appear, through Jesus Christ, our Sav-
ior and Lord. 


