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The grumbling of the religious leaders in today’s gospel is actually 
our holy hope: This Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them. 
That our God seeks and saves the lost is not only a holy hope, it is 
our only hope. As the writer of 1 Timothy reminds us, “The saying 
is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into 
the world to save sinners.” Thanks be to God.  ~  
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The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make his 

face shine on you and be gracious to you.    The Lord 

look upon you with favor and give you peace.     



Teach Us to Pray 3 
Joseph Imhoff 
 

 The continuation of Martin Luther’s instructions to his bar-
ber, Peter. 

 6.  Now when the heart is aroused and has come to itself 
through such admonitions, kneel or stand with folded hands, look 
toward heaven, and think or say as briefly as you can: O heavenly 
Father, blessed God, I am a poor, forlorn sinner.  I am not worthy 
to lift up my hands and eyes to you in prayer.  But you have com-
manded us all to pray and have promised to hear us.  You have 
taught us the words and the way to pray.  Therefore, obedient to 
your command, and relying on your gracious promise, I come in 
the name Lord Jesus Christ and pray with all your holy Christians 
on earth, as he has taught us to pray:  (Here is recited the Lord’s 
Prayer). 

 After this, repeat a part or as much as you desire, begin-
ning with the First Petition: 

 What follows at this point is each separate petition after 
the introductory, “Our Father who art in heaven.”, then from one 
to three prayers based on that particular petition. 

 But Luther is by no means finished with his instruction: If I 
have the time and strength before the Lord’s Prayer, I meditate 
on the Ten Commandments in a similar manner.  Thus I take one 
after another, so that as far as possible I may be altogether free 
to pray each one.  “I ask for help and strength to become devout 
and to keep your commandments. Amen.”  

 And for good measure: He who still has time and inclina-
tion may do likewise with the Creed (Apostles’), making a four-
strand wreath of it.  

 As you can see, Martin Luther was very serious in his teach-
ing about prayer and its aspects remarking concerning the Lord’s 
Prayer: It is a great pity that such a prayer of such a master 
should be chattered and babbled in all the world without devo-
tion.  Many perhaps pray a thousand Pater Nosters a year….they 
would still not have tasted or prayed one jot or tittle of it.  For 
everybody grieves and abuses it, and few cheer and gladden it by 
rightly using it. 

To be continued . . . ~ 
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Peripheral Vision  
“Look straight forward and raise your hand on the side where you 
see the blinking light in the corner of your eye.” Maybe you have 
taken a peripheral-vision test at an optometrist’s office or at a 
DMV while renewing your driver’s license. Peripheral vision, like 
peripheral hearing and other sensory parallels, is the ability to per-
ceive things that occur outside the center of one’s focus. 

In today’s gospel, Jesus tells a story about a shepherd who seems 
to have good peripheral senses. He loses one sheep out of a hun-
dred and immediately notices and sets off to look for it. This story 
may be so familiar that it is easy to take his actions for granted. But 
should we? It seems that many people looking at such a large 
group of nearly identical animals would have a difficult time notic-
ing the disappearance of just one. 

Yet this is precisely what Jesus does throughout his ministry. He is 
always noticing people on the margins of society whom others 
don’t see—whether because of disease, profession, gender, eco-
nomic status, or past wrongs. Again and again he is criticized by 
other religious leaders for moving beyond the people they are fo-
cused on and toward others they see as peripheral. As Jesus’ fol-
lowers, we are called to let him shift our attention to people who 
need the love and attention of God—even when it takes us beyond 
the comfort of our normal focus. 

Today, as you gather to worship, ask yourself: Who is missing from 
the picture? Who is at the periphery of your assembly? Who is Je-
sus inviting to this table? In your church, in your community, in 
your neighborhood, or in your work, who does Jesus see that you 
have missed, and what would it look like to seek after them?  ~ 
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