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Genuine repentance and pretentious piety stand in stark 
contrast in the gospel and all around us. All creation stands 
in need of God’s forgiveness. Keep the faith. God’s people 
shall be accounted righteous for Jesus’ sake. Our God is 
merciful to sinners. For this we worship and glorify God 
forever.  ~ 
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SUNDAY STEAM IS IN FULL 

SWING!  
       Sunday STEAM is a one room school house 
model for kids PreK  through 6th grade.  We share 
bible stories and incorporate STEAM lessons to go 
with the theme for the day.  We have several main 
teachers to cover basics and provide consistency, 
along with special guest teachers covering things in 
their field or area of interest.  We'll do science ex-
periments, art projects, problem-solving and make 
music. Join us each week for some chemical reac-
tions! 
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A Good Time to be the Church 4 
Joseph Imhoff 

  God is New Each Moment is a book of conversations 
with Edward Schillebeeckx, a noted Catholic theologian from 
Belgium who often irritated the established Church with his 
controversial ideas but one of them caught my eye.  Having 
written Jesus, An Experiment in Christology he was asked,” 
“What is the key word in the story of Jesus?”  The Kingdom 
of God!  “What is expressed in it is that God’s affair is man’s 
affair.  God identifies himself with man’s affair.  He is con-
cerned….”  As a prophet Jesus didn’t say anything new but it 
was in how those words found in the parables were carried 
out, that was the establishment of the ‘kingdom’, the basis 
for what the Church should be doing. 

 The changes that Bishop Anderson refers to need to be 
dealt with in different ways.  As Dr. Schillebeeckx points out, 
“Even if we had the same structures form New Testament 
times until the present, this does not in any sense mean that 
those structures would form the ‘unchangeable nature’ of 
the Church.”  As noted at times in the liturgy we are a 
“Church of every time and every place” dealing with current 
situations.   

 So what makes all this a good time to be the church?  
Vitality!  The outside world is prodding the Church to change 
its ways, change its beliefs to conform to the world.  Remem-
ber, “The Christian is in the world but not of the world.”   

 CLC is in the neighborhood for good and now that pan-
demic times are over other challenges are arising, the food 
pantry is one outreach, the dinners have begun, different 
people are becoming involved in the life of the congregation.  
Just as God is new each moment so must we!  ~ 



Fractured Hearts               
At first glance, the Pharisee in Jesus’ parable seems to be doing 
everything right. He attends worship faithfully, he offers thankful 
prayers to God, he tithes 10 percent of his income, and he even 
fasts regularly. That’s an impressive list! However, it’s not the state 
of his spiritual habits that Jesus reproaches, but the state of his 
heart. The Pharisee is diligent and observant, but he is putting 
trust in himself and his own piety rather than in God. 

Martin Luther interpreted the first commandment, “You shall have 
no other gods before me” (Exodus 20:3), to mean that we should 
put our whole confidence in God alone, trusting in God above all 
else. Our hearts should cling to God, Luther said. When our hearts 
start clinging to other things, as the Pharisee’s did to his religious 
routine, we turn those things into idols. 

In one version of the communal confession we use in worship, we 
admit to God: “We have not loved you with our whole heart” (ELW, 
p. 95). Despite our best intentions, our hearts can become frac-
tured, clinging to all kinds of things before they cling to God. 
Sometimes all that’s left for God is a tiny portion of our hearts. The 
words of the confession reorient us by reminding us of our de-
pendence on God and our need for God’s grace. We echo the pray-
er of the tax collector in Jesus’ parable: “God, be merciful to us sin-
ners!” 

No matter how fractured our hearts become, though, God’s re-
sponse to our prayers will always be the same. God overflows with 
mercy and compassion toward us. At the end of our confession, we 
receive the assurance of forgiveness in Christ. That good news is 
for everyone—Pharisees and tax collectors alike. We are all God’s 
beloved children, freed and forgiven by the radical grace of God.~ 
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LUTHERAN DISASTER  

RESPONSE APPEAL 
View the LDR letter about recent natural disasters  
and the help LDR provides online at: 
https://community.elca.org/emailviewonwebpage.aspx?erid=02ea3600-

d486-4585-a293-110f79f4b72d&trid=02ea3600-d486-4585-a293-

110f79f4b72d 


