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Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church 
must always be reformed in order to live out the love of 
Christ in an ever-changing world. We celebrate the good 
news of God’s grace, that Jesus Christ sets us free every 
day to do this life-transforming work. Trusting in the free-
dom given to us in baptism, we pray for the church, that  
Christians will unite more fully in worship and mission. ~ 



Christ Lutheran Church 

  917 Evergreen Avenue, Millvale, PA 15209 ~ 412-821-4300 ~ 

eMail: christlutheran917@gmail.com ~ www.clcmillvale.com 



Christ Lutheran Church 

  917 Evergreen Avenue, Millvale, PA 15209 ~ 412-821-4300 ~ 

eMail: christlutheran917@gmail.com ~ www.clcmillvale.com 

PRAYER of the DAY:  Gracious Father, we pray for 
your holy catholic church. Fill it with all truth and 
peace. Where it is corrupt, purify it; where it is in 
error, direct it; where in anything it is amiss, reform 
it; where it is right, strengthen it; where it is in 
need, provide for it; where it is divided, reunite it; 
for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.  
Amen. 
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       Sunday STEAM is a one room school house model for 
kids PreK  through 6th grade.  We share bible stories and 
incorporate STEAM lessons to go with the theme for the 
day.  We have several main teachers to cover basics and 
provide consistency, along with special guest teachers cov-
ering things in their field or area of interest.  We'll do sci-
ence experiments, art projects, problem-solving and make 
music. Join us each week for some chemical reactions! 
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NEW!  Squirrel Hill Health Center Mobile 
Medical Unit At CLC 
Do you need a local Dr. you can walk to? Need a quick 
check up or conversation and not sure where to go? 
The Mobile Medical Unit RV will be parked here on 
NORTH AVENUE, TWICE A MONTH, for all your primary 
care needs! See the Flier below for more information 
and dates. 



Misinformation? 
Joseph Imhoff 

          Five hundred and five years ago Martin Luther used the 
door of All Saints’ Church in Wittenberg, the customary 
‘Facebook’ and ‘Twitter’ of the early Sixteenth Century, to post 
ninety-five points for disputation concerning indulgences and 
other abuses he found counter to scripture in the Church.  The 
date was October 31, 1517, a cover letter being forwarded with it 
to Albert of Brandenburg, Archbishop of Mainz. These 95 Theses 
were posted at other churches and soon copies and translations 
appeared all over Germany and Europe. 
          Pope Leo X was not happy. The Catholic Church centered at 
Rome was not happy. The selling of indulgences by Johann Tetzel 
was raising money for the rebuilding of St. Peter’s Basilica in 
Rome, a problem even in today’s churches. Luther’s position was 
only God could forgive sin, not the Pope. He was quickly charged 
with heresy, the term ‘misinformation’ is today’s equivalent. 
          After many meetings on the subject including one at Augs-
burg from which Lutherans gained The Augsburg Confession, the 
statement of what Lutherans believe, the Diet (an assembly, not 
food) of Worms (a town in Germany, not a slimy thing) convened 
in 1521 where he presented his defense to Charles V, Holy Roman 
Emperor. The result was his excommunication. The rest is history! 
          As I was preparing this article for Reformation Sunday the 
October edition of Living Lutheran arrived in my mail box. In it is a 
timely article by J. R. Jones, 500 Years of God’s word in the com-
mon language (recommended reading). It is about what is known 
as the “September Testament”. In September of 1522 Martin Lu-
ther published his translation of the New Testament from the 
original Greek. This certainly wasn’t the first translation into a 
language other than Greek or Latin, the Latin Vulgate (common) 
was the standard in the Western Church.  From early on there 
were translations in a variety of languages and by 1199 Pope In-
nocent III banned unauthorized versions. If you didn’t read Latin, 
which was almost everyone, you had to rely on the priests to tell 
you what it meant. With time on his hands, cooped up in the 
Wartburg Castle, Luther started in December of 1521 to make the 
Word of God available in German to all whom he considered a 
‘priesthood of believers’! It would not be until 1534, and with a 
lot of help from others, that his entire Bible in German would be 
published. ~ 
Read the complete story of Joe’s reference to 
“500 years of God’s word in common language” 
The true story of Martin Luther’s “September Testament”  
by J.R. Jones, September 2022 at “Living Lutheran” online:  
https://www.livinglutheran.org/2022/09/500-years-of-gods-
word-in-common-language/  



Who Needs to be Freed?               
Martin Luther disliked the idea that adherents to his ideas would 
call themselves “Lutherans,” preferring the term “Christians” in-
stead. Luther wanted the focus to be on what Christ had done, not 
on what he had done. So perhaps Luther would be distressed to 
see so many faithful people not only calling themselves Lutherans 
five centuries later, but also celebrating Reformation Sunday as a 
church holiday! Lucky for Luther, the focus of Reformation Sunday 
is not on Luther’s writings or accomplishments but on the freedom 
in Christ that is at the heart of the gospel message. 

In today’s text from John’s gospel, Jesus’ audience also quibbled 
over terminology. When Jesus told them, “The truth will make you 
free” (John 8:32), they were suspicious about what exactly he 
meant by “free.” They rejected any implication that they or their 
ancestors might previously have been slaves in need of being set 
free. However, Jesus wasn’t talking about politics or history. He 
was referring to a kind of slavery that transcends context: the slav-
ery of sin. All people have been enslaved by sin, and all people 
need God’s mercy. We are bound by the individual sin of personal 
choices and by the societal sin of complex systems that are beyond 
any one person’s control. 

The weight of all that sin can feel crushing, but at the heart of the 
Reformation message is the truth that, through Christ’s death and 
resurrection, God has already offered us unconditional forgiveness 
for all our sins, no matter how heavy. We don’t need to earn God’s 
mercy because it is a gift offered without reservation or require-
ment. God’s grace is given to us for free and to make us free. 
Thanks be to God, the chains are gone! That is the good news at 
the heart of Luther’s teachings, and it is the good news at the 
heart of our celebration on Reformation Sunday and every day. ~ 



Christ Lutheran Church 
  917 Evergreen Avenue, Millvale, PA 15209 ~ 412-821-4300 ~ 
eMail: christlutheran917@gmail.com ~ www.clcmillvale.com 

CLC Website: https://www.clcmillvale.com/   

Youtube: clcmillvale ; Twitter: ChristMillvale ;  

Facebook and Instagram: #CLCMillvale.               


