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The end is near. There is no doubt about it. The warnings are dire. 
The tone of today’s texts is ominous. But the baptized know how to 
live in the meantime. The baptized are strengthened for the living of 
these days in word and sacrament. The baptized rally around the 
invitation of the apostle: “Do not be weary in doing what is right.”. ~    
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       Sunday STEAM is a one room school house model for 
kids PreK  through 6th grade.  We share bible stories and 
incorporate STEAM lessons to go with the theme for the 
day.  We have several main teachers to cover basics and 
provide consistency, along with special guest teachers cov-
ering things in their field or area of interest.  We'll do sci-
ence experiments, art projects, problem-solving and make 
music. Join us each week for some chemical reactions! 
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NEW!  Squirrel Hill Health Center Mobile 
Medical Unit At CLC 
Do you need a local Dr. you can walk to? Need a quick 
check up or conversation and not sure where to go? 
The Mobile Medical Unit RV will be parked here on 
NORTH AVENUE, TWICE A MONTH, for all your primary 
care needs! See the Flier below for more information 
and dates. 



House Cleaning 
Joseph Imhoff 

 November of every year marks the end of the Church Year, 
you know I’m always very aware of how various calendars work in 
fixing the dates of past events and planning future events.  The 
everyday calendar we use had the prefix AD, Anno Domini (the 
year of our Lord), has become CE, the common era as it has been 
renamed by the secular world we live in.  All of the Christian dates 
were fixed against the Julian Roman calendar coinciding with the 
Hebrew calendar beginning with the Crucifixion through a very 
complicated formula common to astrologers in the middle ages 
around 750 AD! 

 Advent begins the Church Year, Sunday, November 27 in 
2022.  Since the 5th century it has been considered the time of 
preparation for Christmas and the birth of Christ.   

 Which brings me to a note written in a Christmas card I re-
ceived last Christmas.  I was going through last year’s batch of 
cards before putting them out for recycling this week, checking the 
addresses for correctness and noting from I received cards and 
those I didn’t.  One portion of a letter caught my eye, “But the year 
is nearly over, the Church Year with its Advent “housecleaning” has 
already begun.  So, lift up your hearts and count blessings!”  

 The writer of this sentiment has it correct, November 27th is 
the New Year’s Day for the Church and like the resolutions made at 
midnight when the ball drops and the fireworks go off we, as 
members of CLC and the wider Church should make our resolu-
tions, run the vacuum cleaner and take out the trash of old 
thought and ideas and prepare to start anew with the retelling of 
the birth of our Savior.  Think of hearing with new ears as if it’s 
the first time, with awe and wonder.  ~       



Beware and Trust 
In an instant, documents are signed six thousand miles away, and 
suddenly you have no job. In an instant the walls rattle, the floors 
rumble, ceilings crack, and you have no home. In an instant the 
lights flicker, the signals weaken, the screens go blank, and you 
have no connections. In an instant a door slams, a voice shouts, a 
car screeches, and you have no one. In an instant the dam breaks, 
the fire blazes, the winds ravage, and . . . and what? 

What is the world coming to? Shadowing every calamity, circling 
the grounds of every collapse, chasing every human tragedy, 
prophets and pundits are sure to announce that all is lost. They are 
eager to foretell all futures eroded, ready to broadcast that all 
hope is dead, all tomorrows canceled, all creation buried. But be-
ware! 

“Beware” hardly has the lilting tone of a glad good-news bell. 
“Beware” bites at our ears and strikes our heartbeat like the cold 
peal of a brass tongue slapping against a pitted funeral bell. 
“Beware” is the screech of the siren, the shout before battle, the 
shudder at the edge of lonely nightfall. “Beware” scarcely sounds 
like gospel, but it is the exact gospel word Jesus chooses to post 
like an iron stanchion into bedrock in the midst of uncertain and 
frightening times. Pay attention; listen closely to Jesus’ “beware.” 
It is not beware of wars and rising nations, plagues and earth-
quakes, arrests and persecutions. Jesus instead cautions: beware 
of those prophets and pundits, of their timetables of destruction, 
their signs of the end, and their oracles of despair. Beware of 
them. The world may tremble fiercely, you may be hated unjustly, 
you may know betrayal painfully, yet with the strength of iron in 
bedrock and the sound of the gospel bell ringing, Jesus encourages 
us: “Beware . . . do not be terrified” (Luke 21:8-9).  ~ 
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CLC Website: https://www.clcmillvale.com/   

Youtube: clcmillvale ; Twitter: ChristMillvale ;  

Facebook and Instagram: #CLCMillvale.               

The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make his 

face shine on you and be gracious to you.    The Lord 

look upon you with favor and give you peace.     


