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In holy baptism God makes saints out of sinners. In holy com-
munion God forgives the sins of all the saints. In worship today 
we give thanks for all the saints “who from their labors rest.” In 
the same breath we petition our God for the strength to hear 
and to heed the admonitions of Jesus in today’s gospel. Sealed 
by the Spirit and sustained by the Savior’s body and blood, we 
live with joy as God gives us breath, to the praise of God’s glory.  

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME ENDS at 2AM on  November 6—
Remember to turn your clocks back 1 hour! 
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       Sunday STEAM is a one room school house model for 
kids PreK  through 6th grade.  We share bible stories and 
incorporate STEAM lessons to go with the theme for the 
day.  We have several main teachers to cover basics and 
provide consistency, along with special guest teachers cov-
ering things in their field or area of interest.  We'll do sci-
ence experiments, art projects, problem-solving and make 
music. Join us each week for some chemical reactions! 
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NEW!  Squirrel Hill Health Center Mobile 
Medical Unit At CLC 
Do you need a local Dr. you can walk to? Need a quick 
check up or conversation and not sure where to go? 
The Mobile Medical Unit RV will be parked here on 
NORTH AVENUE, TWICE A MONTH, for all your primary 
care needs! See the Flier below for more information 
and dates. 



For all the Saints 
Joseph Imhoff 

 Hot on the heels of Reformation Day, November 31, ob-
served last Sunday on the 30th, the real date coinciding with All 
Hallows Even, ‘Halloween’ for those of you who can’t figure that 
one out, comes All Saints Day, November 1, celebrated by many 
churches on that day or the first Sunday in November, in this case 
November 6.  The staple hymn for the day is Ralph Vaughn Wil-
liams’ well known setting of the words: ‘For all the saints who from 
their labors rest, who thee by faith before the world confessed, thy 
name, O Jesus, be forever blessed.  Alleluia!  Alleluia!’ to the tune 
‘Sine Nomine’, the one you will be humming as you leave the ser-
vice. 

 Just who are the saints being referred to?  Reading through 
the stanzas we don’t find who they are specifically but a descrip-
tion of the characteristics they display.  First of all they are the be-
lievers in Jesus Christ, those who confessed him as their savior be-
fore the world, he their captain.  They are part of the blessed com-
munion, a fellowship divine who in glory shine. 

 But those so designated as saints are not the only subjects, 
we who remain though feebly struggling become one with them in 
Christ because all all his.  This should come as no surprise as there 
is one Church in all places, at all times; the Church with the saints 
in heaven, Church Triumphant, and the Church with us on earth, 
Church Militant, with the strong spiritual bonds between them 
making them one. 

 There are a number of hymns in the LBW (the old green 
book) and a few more additional ones in the ELW (the new cran-
berry book) that make for some good reading and, of course, good 
singing, that I recommend. 

 All Saints Day had its actual beginning in Britain early in the 
9th century when November 1 was set aside to commemorate the 
saints and martyrs who had been canonized; Pope Gregory IV @ 
835 extended it to the whole of the Catholic Church.  After the 
Reformation most denominations continued some form of the 
practice but only memorializing members of the congregation who 
had died the previous year.  Some churches divide these two, All 
Saints paying tribute to the canonized saints and martyrs followed 
by All Souls Day on November 2 to remember their local loved 
ones.  Some churches combine both into one service for the me-
morial.  ~         



Saints Named and Unnamed 
On All Saints Day, many congregations read aloud the names of 
loved ones who have died in the last year. We don’t call them 
saints because they were perfect but because they were loved by 
us and by God. We acknowledge that all people, being simultane-
ously sinners and saints, lead complex lives full of both bad and 
good. We rest in the sure promise that at the end of their lives, 
God has welcomed our loved ones to their eternal home. 

In this passage from Luke, Jesus’ words remind us that there are 
more saints than we could ever list in our litanies. There are many 
saints whose names we do not even know. Those whom God calls 
“blessed” are often marginalized and forgotten: the hungry, poor, 
suffering, and rejected. Yet, these unlikely saints are the ones Jesus 
calls us to emulate. We are to live with our hearts fixed not on the 
rewards of the world, but on the treasures found in God’s unend-
ing presence. 

So today, as we honor the saints we knew personally by speaking 
their names, we can also honor the saints we have never known, 
those who have been forgotten by humans but remain favored by 
God. We might imagine adding their names to our never-ending 
litany, an ongoing celebration of all the faithful who have gone be-
fore us. 

We might even imagine our own names being added to that list. 
After all, we too are made saints, not by our own merit but by 
God’s gracious transformation that begins at our baptism. When 
we reach the end of our own complex lives, we will join the lineage 
of saints, both named and unnamed, who have gone before us. 
Until then, we can still live into our sainthood, just as Jesus recom-
mends, by living each day with radical generosity and love.  ~ 
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CLC Website: https://www.clcmillvale.com/   

Youtube: clcmillvale ; Twitter: ChristMillvale ;  

Facebook and Instagram: #CLCMillvale.               


