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From the beginning, through baptism, we are called Christian. We are 

“Christ-ened” at the font. Bearing Christ’s name, we share the same 

Father and are invited to address this parent intimately: Abba! Jesus 

bears our sins in humble obedience to the will of God. Today we pray 

that the mind of Christ, whose name we bear, would be our own. It is 

a good way to begin, again, another year.  ~    
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The Food Pantry will open with normal hours on 
Monday, January 2nd. 

The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make his 

face shine on you and be gracious to you.    The Lord 

look upon you with favor and give you peace.     
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Squirrel Hill Health Center Mobile Medical 
Unit at CLC 
Do you need a local Dr. you can walk to? Need a quick 
check up or conversation and not sure where to go? 
The Mobile Medical Unit RV will be parked here on 
NORTH AVENUE, TWICE A MONTH, for all your primary 
care needs! See the Flier below for more information 
and dates. 
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God’s Great Owl 
(January) 

Joseph Imhoff 

 An odd title you might think but it is the title of a chapter in Jo-
seph Wood Krutch (1893-1970) 1949 book the Twelve Seasons * A Per-
petual Calendar for the Country.  Having had the book for a long time, 
perhaps from college, I thought it might be a good starting point for my 
article the first Sunday of each month.  J W Krutch, author, critic and 
naturalist, was an esteemed professor of English from 1938 to 1952 at 
Columbia University when advised by his doctors he moved to Tucson 
Arizona for health reasons.   

 He writes his first essay near the end of January, the snow so ea-
gerly awaited in December had held off until the Winter Solstice and 
fallen just before Christmas.  “The snow, then has been with us long 
enough so that it is now no novelty, but one of the conditions of life.  
When it first fell it was exciting almost as the first flowers of spring.  
Even my cats, I noticed, took it as gaily as children and dogs commonly 
do.”  Causing him to wonder if the animals have the same concepts of 
this as people do. 

 Out in the New England winter he continues to take his walk, the 
cats accompanying him where he observes, “…winter has turned the 
landscape into a kind of cold desert… The earth has been drastically 
simplified, and sweeping space is perhaps the most successful of its 
effects.” 

 Winter for human beings is the time for festivities, the ‘holidays’ 
falling in the middle, a Christmas tree substituting for the beauty of the 
outdoors, the contrasts between inside and out as we travel from place 
to place with celebration.  

 One evening around eight P.M., “Suddenly I was alone with the 
universe.  The realist things besides myself in all existence were not ei-
ther human beings nor any living things.  I seemed about to grasp what 
the earth, the suns, and the stars meant to themselves as distinguished 
from what they mean to any of us creatures….” 

 There is the lonely hoot of a great owl in the distance and he is 
returned to reality.  The meaning is clear to him, the owl is foraging for 
food, the hoot is to startle the prey, mice most likely, into moving so it 
can swoop down and catch his dinner. 

 “In an instant I was back among my own kind.  The communica-
tion from space was never received.  Sometimes I wonder whether 
God, the only time He ever began to speak to me, was interrupted by 
one of His own owls.”  ~       



Name of Jesus     Chosen Families 

When the shepherds arrived, they came upon a scene not unlike 
that in many nativity sets: Mary and Joseph, gazing adoringly (and 
sleepily, no doubt!) at the manger between them. This holy family, 
at once biological and chosen, encourages us to think with compas-
sion and divine creativity about our own definitions of family and 
belonging. 

Jesus, in both his name and his very being, was known and loved 
well before his conception, birth, or ritual entry into the community. 
This heir of God and adopted son was known and loved deeply and 
given a mission and purpose in the world. 

We also, as heirs of God’s mysteries, and as adopted children, are 
named, commissioned, and blessed, not because of our lineage, our 
ancestry, or our family affiliation, but because God is love. Through 
the infant Christ, we can see and know ourselves to be part of the 
family of God for which we and all people have been chosen. 

This and all holiday seasons carry many cultural expectations and as-
sumptions about families and family gatherings. How can our com-
munities of faith, in this season and beyond, take special care to no-
tice, include, and be transformed by the gifts of those who are sin-
gle; those who are childless by choice or circumstance; those who 
are separated, divorced, or widowed; multigenerational households; 
same-gender couples and families; those who find family in places 
of congregate living; those who find kinship with communities of 
grief, recovery, or shared interest? How can we recognize and care 
for those in our communities who need to be embraced, included, 
seen, and loved for who God created them to be? 

May the nontraditional nature of the holy family help us recognize 
familial love in all relationships where belonging is fostered, trust is 
built, encouragement is given, and joys and griefs alike are shared. 
May we see ourselves and all God’s children as kin and kindred: one 
body, with its many diverse and beautiful members.  ~ 
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CLC Website: https://www.clcmillvale.com/   

Youtube: clcmillvale ; Twitter: ChristMillvale ;  

Facebook and Instagram: #CLCMillvale.               


