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Christmas Worship Times 
Saturday December 24th:  

Christmas Eve Worship with  
Holy Communion at 7:00pm. 

Sunday December 25th:  
Christmas Day Lessons and Carols  

with Holy Communion  
at 9:30am. 
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Today Isaiah prophesies that a young woman will bear a son and 
name him Emmanuel. The gospel is Matthew’s account of the an-
nunciation and birth of the one named Emmanuel, God-with-us. 
During these final days of Advent we pray, “O come, O come, Em-
manuel,” a beloved hymn based on the O Antiphons, ancient prayers 
appointed for the seven days preceding Christmas. On this final Sun-
day of Advent we prepare to celebrate the birth of the one born to 
save us from the power of sin and death.  ~    
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The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make his 

face shine on you and be gracious to you.    The Lord 

look upon you with favor and give you peace.     
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Squirrel Hill Health Center Mobile Medical 
Unit at CLC 
Do you need a local Dr. you can walk to? Need a quick 
check up or conversation and not sure where to go? 
The Mobile Medical Unit RV will be parked here on 
NORTH AVENUE, TWICE A MONTH, for all your primary 
care needs! See the Flier below for more information 
and dates. 
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Advent 4, Martin Luther 
Joseph Imhoff 

 Lord Jesus Christ, hurry.  Do not delay in bringing the blessed 
day when the hope of happy redemption will be fulfilled.  For this rea-
son you have asked us to pray: Thy kingdom come.  Since you have so 
commanded us to pray, give us grace and help us to pray diligently, 
firmly believing that we shall finally come to such glory.  Continually 
mortify this old body that we may finally receive a new body not so 
full of sin nor so inclined to all manner of evil as the life we now live.  
Give us bodies that will not become sick, nor suffer persecutions, nor 
die.  Give us bodies redeemed from all temporal and spiritual misery, 
like your own glorified body, dear Lord Jesus Christ.  Grant that the 
glad and blessed day of our redemption and glorification may come 
soon, and that we may realize it as we now hear and believe your 
word.  Amen.  

 Martin Luther focuses this Fourth Sunday on John the Baptist be-
ing quizzed and prodded by the priests and Levites, the highest noble 
class of Pharisees, John 1:19-28.  “And this is the witness of John, when 
the Jews sent unto him from Jerusalem priests and Levites to ask him, 
Who art thou?” (1:19)  When they could not have him admit to being 
the Christ they tried flattery with equating him with Elijah since Malachi 
had prophesied Elijah would return before the day of the Lord.   

 As we know from last week John spoke of himself as only being a 
messenger, the forerunner of the one to come and not a prophet alt-
hough Jesus applies the Elijah designation to him. 

 To top this all Martin Luther gives us his own reading of what 
John might have told the crowd.  “First I have, by my teaching, made 
you all sinners, have condemned your works and told you to despair of 
yourselves.  But in order that you may not despair of God, behold, I will 
show how to get rid of your sins and obtain salvation.  Not that you can 
strip off your sins…another man is needed for this; nor can I do it, I can 
point him out, however.  It is Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God.  He, he, and 
no one else either in heaven or on earth takes our sins upon him-
self….all the  sins of the world, be they great or small, many or few.” 

 “Behold what God our Father has given us in Christ.”  ~       



4th Sunday of Advent -  Messenger in the Night  

What did you dream about last night? Is there really any meaning in 
these vivid storylines that our brains assemble while we sleep? If 
you think dreams are essentially random firings of our neurons, you 
might just laugh them off. If you think they do tap into something 
real, you might try to unpack them. But almost no one makes im-
portant life decisions based solely on their dreams, right? 

The stakes couldn’t have been higher for Joseph and his dream, in 
which an angel tells him about Mary’s unexpected pregnancy by the 
Holy Spirit. If he stays, he’s got a story to tell that nobody is going to 
believe. But if he goes, if he “dismisses her quietly” as the gospel 
writer puts it, what’s going to happen to her? What’s going to hap-
pen to the baby? 

It might seem that a message in a dream would be the worst possi-
ble way to make a decision as consequential as this. But if the pur-
pose of our dreams is to put us in touch with what we already know, 
if it’s to help us sort out our tangled-up emotions and give us some 
clarity, then perhaps a dream whose message is “Do not be afraid” is 
exactly what Joseph needs. 

The dream-angel, in quoting the prophet Isaiah, helps Joseph con-
nect his present reality with God’s past faithfulness and promises. 
The angel reminds him that even in this terrifying situation, God is 
with him. We need such assurances as well when it feels like our 
world is falling apart: messengers to remind us who we really are 
and to whom we belong. Today we celebrate that Joseph trusted 
that message, and Mary before him. In them we see that God is 
faithful, and fear is cast out by the birth of this child.  ~ 
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PRAYER of the DAY 

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your 
abundant grace and might, free us from the sin that 
hinders our faith, that eagerly we may receive your 
promises, for you live and reign with the Father and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

CLC Website: https://www.clcmillvale.com/   

Youtube: clcmillvale ; Twitter: ChristMillvale ;  

Facebook and Instagram: #CLCMillvale.               


