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Today’s gospel opens with further reflection on Jesus’ baptism. He is 

the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world and the one 

anointed by the Spirit. In the liturgy we come and see Christ revealed 

among us in word and meal. We go forth to invite others to come 

and worship the Holy One and to receive the gifts of grace and peace 

made known among us.  ~    
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CLC Website: https://www.clcmillvale.com/   

Youtube: clcmillvale ; Twitter: ChristMillvale ;  

Facebook and Instagram: #CLCMillvale.               
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Squirrel Hill Health Center Mobile Medical 
Unit at CLC 
Do you need a local Dr. you can walk to? Need a quick 
check up or conversation and not sure where to go? 
The Mobile Medical Unit RV will be parked here on 
NORTH AVENUE, TWICE A MONTH, for all your primary 
care needs! See the Flier below for more information 
and dates. 
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Thoughts on Benedict XVI 
Joseph Imhoff 

 This past week the Christian Church mourned the passing 
and the celebration of the funeral mass for Pope Emeritus Bene-
dict XVI.  I happened to catch a rebroadcast of the service note 
how similar it was to our own service is except in a different lan-
guage, Church Latin!  Though there was a running commentary 
throughout the service which was in Latin except for the lessons, 
one in Spanish and the other in English, I was surprised that one 
wasn’t in German since Joseph Ratzinger was the first German 
Pope in a thousand years, the last being Stephen IX (1057-1058), 
during the time of the Holy Roman Empire.  

 The format of the service was easy to follow as it closely fol-
lows the one our pastors use for church funerals.  It was during the 
Communion that the commentary about Pope Benedict XVI was 
most interesting.  It took more than a few minutes to commune 
the tens of thousands gathered before St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome.  
Both before and after his term as Supreme Pontiff of the Catholic 
Church he was a respected scholar and theologian and the author 
of many books but he is know for his high regard and writings con-
cerning the Eucharist, the Communion. 

 It was on February 22, 2007 the Pope Benedict XVI issued 
his Apostolic Exhortation, Sacramentum Caritatis, Sacrament of 
Charity.  Distilling its 65 pages would be impossible and boring for 
all of us but I have tried to some of important thoughts: 

 The Holy Eucharist is the gift that Jesus Christ makes of him-
self, thus revealing to us God’s infinite love for every man and 
woman. 

 In the sacrament of the altar, the Lord meets us… and be-
comes our companion along the way. 

 The Eucharist is a “mystery of faith” par excellence: “the 
sum and summary of our faith. 

 He divided this exhortation into three distinct parts which 
can make used for further thought. 

 The Eucharist, a mystery to be believed. 

 The Eucharist, a mystery to be celebrated.  

 The Eucharist, a mystery to be lived.  This last subdivided in-
to the form of the Christian life, a mystery to be proclaimed, and a 
mystery to be offered to the world.  I might look into some of 
these in the future.    ~ 



See for Yourself 

Sometimes you just have to experience something for yourself in 
order to understand its true impact. It’s just not the same to listen 
to someone else describe the rich flavors of an extravagant meal 
or list reasons a choral piece was so moving to its listeners. Few 
words are adequate to describe a magnificent sunset. A sticky 
summer’s day, the bitter chill of winter, the palpable excitement 
that builds inside a sports stadium—sometimes you just have to 
be there to really understand what it’s like. 

     Perhaps to some extent this is true of our faith too. “Come and 
see,” Jesus tells two of John’s disciples (John 1:39). Come and see 
for yourself where Jesus resides. Take a risk. Jump in. These words 
echo across time and space, offering us an invitation as well. 

     Every week we are invited to come and see where God dwells. 
Not only that, but we are invited to taste, to hear, to touch. We 
are invited to feast on the bread of communion, to hear ancient 
words of promise, to splash in the waters of baptism. We are invit-
ed to raise our hands, hearts, and voices in praise. Perhaps we are 
invited to bear witness to the power of digital community that 
unites us across time and space. We are invited to follow Christ’s 
call into worship with our bodies as well as our souls. We are invit-
ed to let ourselves be surprised by whom and what we encounter. 
Finally, we are invited to listen for Christ’s voice as we leave the 
worship space and search out God’s presence in the world. 

     Where is God inviting you to come and see? Where might 
Christ already be dwelling among you?   ~ 
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