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Jesus begins his public ministry by calling fishers to leave their nets 

and follow him. In Jesus the kingdom of God has come near. We 

who have walked in darkness have seen a great light. We see this 

light most profoundly in the cross—as God suffers with us and all 

who are oppressed by sickness, sin, or evil. Light dawns for us as we 

gather around the word, the font, and the holy table. We are then 

sent to share the good news that others may be “caught” in the net 

of God’s grace and mercy.  ~    
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LENTEN WEDNESDAYS:  

SPIRITUAL DRUMMING 

One way to improve conscious contact with God 

through prayer and meditation is with music. Drum-

ming has been used in nearly every faith for the pur-

pose of experiencing the sacredness of God.  The 

earliest music one experiences is the heartbeat of 

their mother. The simple heartbeat is the sound of 

the universe – the sound of life.  Drumming is a time

-honored method of uniting people, and the power 

of drumming multiplies on many levels in a group of 

drummers. 

     We invite you to join us for Spiritual Drumming 

on Wednesdays during Lent on March 1st, 8th, 

15th , 22nd, and 29th , from 7:00 – 8:00pm. Share 

in the prayers and rhythmic energy of the drum as 

we lift our prayers up to God.  We'll explore our Len-

ten theme, "Ask", and engage in conversations and 

questions.    No previous music experience is neces-

sary, and drums will be provided.  See Pat Bauer if 

you have more questions about drumming, and 

please sign-up in the narthex. 
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CLC Website: https://www.clcmillvale.com/   

Youtube: clcmillvale ; Twitter: ChristMillvale ;  

Facebook and Instagram: #CLCMillvale.               

PRAYER of the DAY 

Lord God, your lovingkindness always 
goes before us and follows after us. Sum-
mon us into your light, and direct our 
steps in the ways of goodness that come 
through the cross of your Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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Squirrel Hill Health Center Mobile Medical 
Unit at CLC 
Do you need a local Dr. you can walk to? Need a quick 
check up or conversation and not sure where to go? 
The Mobile Medical Unit RV will be parked here on 
NORTH AVENUE, TWICE A MONTH, for all your primary 
care needs! See the Flier below for more information 
and dates. 
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Right There in Plain Sight 
Joseph Imhoff 

  The time between the Christmas Season in the 

Church and Lent is known as the Epiphany Season, from 

the Greek epiphaneia meaning the appearance of or 

manifestation, making known!  If you follow the Twelve 

Days of Christmas Epiphany falls on January 6, the day the 

Magi arrive and present their gifts to the Christ child, tra-

ditionally the time the Three Wise Men may be added to 

a manger scene.  This is the first acknowledgement from 

outside the Holy Family and the shepherds who Jesus re-

ally is. 

 The season is a “Getting to know you, getting to 

know all about you,” time if I might quote the song Anna 

Leonowens sings in The King and I!  Although Simeon and 

Anna expressed their individual revelations about the ba-

by in the Temple and later when he was twelve in conver-

sation with the teachers in the Temple.  Then none of the 

Gospel writers tell us nothing for around eighteen years, 

even St. Luke who was so meticulous with the facts sur-

rounding the Holy Birth is quiet.  The first time he appears 

as an adult is when he is baptized by John and the Spirit 

descends announcing him as God’s beloved Son. 

 Scattered throughout the Gospels we learn of his 

preparation for ministry, the calling of the first disciples, 

visiting the wedding in Cana where he turns the water in-

to wine.  There is a visit to the town of Nazareth where he 

grew up and going to the synagogue on the Sabbath 

where he riled up the leaders of the congregation who 

ended up driving him out of town.   

 His time had not yet come, he was a rabbi of local 

note as long as John the Baptist was but soon Herod will 

arrest John and order his execution and Jesus will become 

the center of attention as the season closes with the 

Transfiguration and the beginning of Lent on Ash Wednes-

day.  ~ 



Worth the Risk 

Perhaps Peter, Andrew, James, and John had heard rumors of this 
wandering preacher Jesus. Maybe they had been growing restless 
for some time in their lives as fishermen. It’s possible they sensed 
that something was shifting in the world around them. They could 
have been fed up with the brutality of the Roman Empire and 
were looking for a leader to bring about change. Maybe they 
longed for something more, for a better way of living and loving 
and being. Maybe they were just so taken aback by this invitation 
to drop everything and follow that they couldn’t help but say yes. 
We don’t know their reasons for joining the Jesus movement that 
day, but there was clearly something so compelling about this 
kingdom of heaven (Matthew 4:17) that they were willing to drop 
their nets, risk everything, and not look back. 

Perhaps we too hear in the gospel today a renewed invitation to 
get swept up in this kingdom, a call to drop old ways of being and 
embrace a life of following Jesus. Maybe this vision of the king-
dom catches us when we witness ancient scripture finding new 
life in our hurting world. Perhaps we glimpse the possibilities of 
the heavenly kingdom when communities of unlikely people gath-
er to share bread and wine at the same table, and when we see 
the hungry being fed, the suffering being cared for, the lonely 
finding welcome, the oppressed finding freedom. Suddenly, we 
know that this is God at work. 

As Jesus reminds us, the kingdom of heaven is not a far-off king-
dom. It draws near to us, breaking in around us perhaps in the 
moments when we least expect it. And when we catch sight of it, 
we just might never be the same. A world where the sick are 
healed, the hungry are fed, the outcasts find belonging, and ordi-
nary days are filled with holy purpose? That’s a kingdom worth 
risking everything for.  ~ 
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