
The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make his 
face shine on you and be gracious to you.    The Lord 
look upon you with favor and give you peace.   

CLC Website: https://www.clcmillvale.com/   

Youtube: clcmillvale ; Twitter: ChristMillvale ;  

Facebook and Instagram: #CLCMillvale.               



Today's gospel tells of Jesus’ temptation in the desert. His forty-day fast be-

comes the basis of our Lenten pilgrimage. In the early church Lent was a time 

of intense preparation for those to be baptized at the Easter Vigil. This cate-

chetical focus on the meaning of faith is at the heart of our Lenten journey to 

the baptismal waters of Easter. Hungry for God’s mercy, we receive the bread 

of life to nourish us for the days ahead.  ~ 
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LENTEN WEDNESDAYS:  

SPIRITUAL DRUMMING 

One way to improve conscious contact with God 

through prayer and meditation is with music. Drum-

ming has been used in nearly every faith for the pur-

pose of experiencing the sacredness of God.  The 

earliest music one experiences is the heartbeat of 

their mother. The simple heartbeat is the sound of 

the universe – the sound of life.  Drumming is a time

-honored method of uniting people, and the power 

of drumming multiplies on many levels in a group of 

drummers. 

     We invite you to join us for Spiritual Drumming 

on Wednesdays during Lent on March 1st, 8th, 

15th , 22nd, and 29th , from 7:00 – 8:00pm. Share 

in the prayers and rhythmic energy of the drum as 

we lift our prayers up to God.  We'll explore our Len-

ten theme, "Ask", and engage in conversations and 

questions.    No previous music experience is neces-

sary, and drums will be provided.  See Pat Bauer if 

you have more questions about drumming, and 

please sign-up in the narthex. 



Christ Lutheran Church 
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Dust to Dust 
Joseph Imhoff 

 The Lenten season has begun with the imposition of ashes on 

the forehead Ash Wednesday accompanied by the words, “Remember 

thou art but dust, and unto dust thou shalt return.”  The response be-

ing, “Amen.”  So be it. 

 Aside from these words spoken on this occasion we usually con-

sider dust as annoying and a nuisance but the words indicate all of us 

are created of the dust, the dirt, the earth, the clay as we learn in Gene-

sis that God formed man from the dust of the ground.  At a Synod As-

sembly quite a number of years ago Dr. Frank H. Seilhamer, gave a very 

apt description: The Hebrew word for red is ‘adam’, it also is the word 

used for earth or clay. God created the first man out of that clay and 

that word was used as his name, Adam.  When the chancel of our 

church building went through the process of being repainted with the 

brilliant depiction of a God centered universe the lower portion below 

the green rail was of the clay, the terra cotta color showing that man 

was part of that image.  Unfortunately it was since painted over for 

some vague reasoning. 

 The journey we take during Lent which will end with The Resur-

rection.  Remind yourself that the ashes are still on your forehead even 

though you've washed your face and can't see them.  The ashes were 

imposed on you because you requested them, and like oil on the fore-

head at Baptism, they should be in the form of The Cross.  They tie you 

with the first Adam and the soil from which he was created.   

 As one Pastor mused a long time ago, "That way Jesus will see 

you coming from a far distance and hurry to greet you!"  ~ 
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If You …                 

In today’s gospel, Jesus is led by the Spirit into the wilderness to 
be tempted. This story recalls that of Job, whose righteousness 
God also allowed to be tested. Both Job and Jesus are urged to 
turn away from what they know to be true and faithful. In Job’s 
case, it is his friends who are relentless in making this enticement. 

     Another commonality in these stories is the phrase “If you.” 
Three times in today’s gospel the tempter says to Jesus, “If 
you . . .” In Job’s story, this phrase is hurled back and forth be-
tween him and his friends. These two little words are meant to 
test and are always conditional: If you do or do not meet the con-
dition, some consequence or other will follow. 

In a world full of conditions, it can be hard to believe that God’s 
saving work is completely unconditional. Even we who proclaim 
God’s free gift of grace might fall into saying it is free if you accept 
it. We cling to the work we might do to make ourselves right with 
God. 

     In his Small Catechism explanation of the sixth petition of the 
Lord’s Prayer, Martin Luther suggests that God does not tempt an-
yone, but that the devil, the world, and we ourselves provide 
plenty in the way of opportunities to be led astray. God does not 
need to provide conditions and tests—we excel at this all on our 
own. When we pray, “Lead us not into temptation,” Luther says 
we are praying for God’s protection. This is never conditional. We 
pray for God’s protection so we might learn to see it in the world 
and in ourselves. 

     When you pray the Lord’s Prayer today, regardless of the temp-
tations you face, know that you are a beloved child of God, fear-
fully and wonderfully made to be an instrument of God’s uncondi-
tional grace in and for the world.  ~ 
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