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During Lent we journey with all those around the world who will be baptized 

at the Easter Vigil. In today’s gospel Jesus tells Nicodemus that he must be 

born of water and Spirit. At the font we are a given a new birth as children of 

God. As God made a covenant with Abraham, in baptism God promises to 

raise us up with Christ to new life. From worship we are sent forth to pro-

claim God’s love for all the world.  ~ 
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LENTEN WEDNESDAYS:  

SPIRITUAL DRUMMING 

One way to improve conscious contact with God 

through prayer and meditation is with music. Drum-

ming has been used in nearly every faith for the pur-

pose of experiencing the sacredness of God.  The 

earliest music one experiences is the heartbeat of 

their mother. The simple heartbeat is the sound of 

the universe – the sound of life.  Drumming is a time

-honored method of uniting people, and the power 

of drumming multiplies on many levels in a group of 

drummers. 

     We invite you to join us for Spiritual Drumming 

on Wednesdays during Lent on March 1st, 8th, 

15th , 22nd, and 29th , from 7:00 – 8:00pm. Share 

in the prayers and rhythmic energy of the drum as 

we lift our prayers up to God.  We'll explore our Len-

ten theme, "Ask", and engage in conversations and 

questions.    No previous music experience is neces-

sary, and drums will be provided.  See Pat Bauer if 

you have more questions about drumming, and 

please sign-up in the narthex. 
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  Online Giving  
  Update: 

     No matter the amount, the 
most helpful way to give to the 
ministries of  the congregation is 
regularly and consistently. Wheth-
er it's weekly or monthly, make a 
prayerful decision ahead of time 
this Lent, and commit to a con-
sistent amount. 
     With our online giving 
platform, Vanco, it's super easy!  
Go to:  
https://www.clcmillvale.com/
donate/ 

See the Online Giving Code here, 
and Thank You! 

https://www.clcmillvale.com/donate/
https://www.clcmillvale.com/donate/
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An End and a Beginning (March) 
Joseph Imhoff 

 Joseph Wood Krutch began his The Twelve Seasons with 

April thus making March the end of his cycle of essays.  I began this 

series with January but I see the point to his arrangement in mak-

ing spring rather than January of calendar first.  He is of the mind 

that the Roman calendar adapted by the Christian Church does not 

follow any astrological or natural event.  They might have used the 

winter solstice but that occurred during the festival of Saturnalia in 

Roman times. 

 No matter the time theorized for the creation of the world 

‘March is when it is annually created anew, and that is when the 

calendar of the soul begins.”  The calendar we use has broken the 

link we had with nature, calendar and clocks tend to be our meas-

ure of the passage of time, something that defines our urbanized 

civilization. 

 He made this remark in 1949: “We have chosen to have our 

most intimate associations with machines, not with fellow crea-

tures; to regard plants and animals as curiosities to be eliminated 

from our own environment as far as practicable…”  What would he 

think of all the smart phones, pads and tablets of today? 

 In a way he decries how people have separated themselves 

from Nature as if they are not a part of the whole as God envis-

aged the world.  

 Still, he is glad that it is March: “So far there has been no 

sign of the revival that I know will soon be here.  In a week, in two 

weeks, in three of four weeks at the most, I shall some night hear 

all about me the shrill piping from the ponds, and I shall know that 

the first voice to celebrate the return of the warmer days has be-

gun its jubilation. 

 “Hyla crucifer is what the biologists call him, but to most of 

us he is simply the Spring Peeper. . . .”  ~ 
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WINDY PEOPLE                
What does it mean to be born of the Spirit? Jesus tells Nicodemus 
those who are born of the Spirit are like the wind: you can hear it 
but cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. What 
does it mean to be people of the wind? Are we to be heard, but 
unpredictable in our actions? Maybe. 

     Nicodemus is curious, working hard to reason out who Jesus is 
and what Jesus is saying. The trouble is that the eternal life Jesus 
is bringing into the world is not logical. Rebirth in the Spirit does 
not fit our framework of experience. The resurrection that follows 
the cross is not a scientific principle but a new work of God, re-
ceived by faith rather than reason. The work of God is unpredicta-
ble. 

     Generally, we as people prefer predictability and order to un-
certainty and chaos. There are reasons for this: people can be un-
predictable in ways that bring pain and trauma into our lives. But 
there is a difference between this sort of volatility and the unpre-
dictable ways God’s grace lands in the world. God’s grace always 
brings new life. 

     To be good stewards of our resources, congregations should 
have orderly financial processes, clear policies, and well-thought-
out mission and ministry. At the same time, we can plan the Spirit 
right out of our work if we are more dedicated to order than we 
are to discernment. The Spirit blows as she will. Is there room in 
our worship for some improvisation when the Spirit shows up in a 
new way? Is there flexibility in our ministry to pivot to a new op-
portunity as the Spirit blows by? 

     Born of the Spirit, may we windy people be surprised by God’s 
grace and be blessed to carry that gift to a world that is not  
expecting it.  ~ 
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