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In today’s gospel the risen Christ appears to the disciples and offers them 

the gift of peace. Even amid doubts and questions, we experience the 

resurrection in our Sunday gathering around word and meal, and in our 

everyday lives. Throughout the coming Sundays of Easter the first two 

readings will be from the Acts of the Apostles and the first letter of Peter. 

Even as the early Christians proclaimed the resurrection, we rejoice in the 

new birth and living hope we receive in baptism.  ~ 
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  Online Giving  
  Update: 

     No matter the amount, the 
most helpful way to give to the 
ministries of  the congregation is 
regularly and consistently. Wheth-
er it's weekly or monthly, make a 
prayerful decision ahead of time 
this Lent, and commit to a con-
sistent amount. 
     With our online giving 
platform, Vanco, it's super easy!  
Go to:  
https://www.clcmillvale.com/
donate/ 

See the Online Giving Code here, 
and Thank You! 

https://www.clcmillvale.com/donate/
https://www.clcmillvale.com/donate/
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Let's Go To Camp! 

Registration for Camp Lutherlyn is open!  CLC has a long 

history of supporting Camp Lutherlyn in Prospect PA, and 

outdoor ministry has touched the lives of generations.  We 

have a scholarship fund to make sure YOUR child or grand-

child can experience this life-changing adventure in 

faith!  Check out their website to find registration details, 

and speak to Pastor Erin or Treasurer Ray Lardin about this 

exciting opportunity!  Go to: https://www.lutherlyn.com/

summercamp/summer_overview.html 

     Camp Lutherlyn also has summer employment opportu-

nities for young adults 17 and over!  Check out the infor-

mation below to have the summer of your life!  Go to: 

https://www.lutherlyn.com/summercamp/

summer_employment.html 

     Everyone can join Pastor Erin for CAMP BLAST on 

May 13th!  This is a completely free day and open house 

full of fun at Camp Lutherlyn.  You can get to know the 

place and experience it for yourself.  Mark your calendars 

now for a day at camp! 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lutherlyn.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7C5f2533b4f942445b5c6008db1fed9208%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638138877439051608%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMz
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More Than One Sunday        
Joseph Imhoff 

 The music and pageantry are but a memory, the lilies and 

tulips have been repotted and sitting on the porch or planted in 

the  garden, Easter has officially passed, or has it.  According to 

the church calendar Easter is a season lasting fifty days until Pen-

tecost, forty of which the risen Lord is still with us and appearing 

to many until his Ascension to the Father.  Each of the Sundays 

used to have intriguing names in Latin based on the Introit or in-

troduction to the theme of the Sunday before a revised lectionary 

was was introduced. They are: 

 1) As newborn babes desire the sincere milk of the word, O 

      hear my people. 

 2) The earth is full of the goodness of the Lord. 

 3) Make a joyful noise unto God, all ye lands: sing forth the 

      honor of His Name. 

 4) O sing to the Lord a new song: for he has done  

      marvelous things. 

 5) With a voice of singing declare ye, and tell this: utter     

      even unto the end of the earth. 

      The Ascension of our Lord 

 1) Hear, O Lord, when I cry with my voice: Hallelujah. 

      The Festival of Pentecost 

 These Sundays are often referred to as the low Sundays, 

not because the attendance of the Easter Sunday celebration has 

diminished, but because the ‘high’ church pageantry of celebra-

tion with all the stops pulled out has been returned to the ordi-

nary form. 

 Any one of these themes would be worthy of note in the 

liturgical cycle but they comprise one season and one celebra-

tion, the Resurrection of our Lord!   ~ 
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A Wild, Skeptical Hope             
“Doubting Thomas” is nearly always meant as a pejorative, but Je-

sus shows up for him. It’s easy to forget that Thomas is asking for 

nothing more than what Jesus has already provided to his 

friends—showing up for them, in the flesh. When he does the 

same for Thomas and Thomas exclaims, “My Lord and my 

God!” (John 20:28), Jesus responds, “Blessed are those who have 

not seen and yet have come to believe” (John 20:29). It’s easy to 

hear this as if Jesus were chastising Thomas while he blesses the 

rest of us, but he does no such thing. He can show up for Thomas 

and bless the rest of us all at the same time. 

          Can you even imagine what those days must have been 

like—those days between the crucifixion and resurrection, and 

then the days that followed, full to the brim with confusion and 

grief and rumors and wild, skeptical hope? Two thousand years 

can make us forgetful, as if those who were present in those mo-

ments had the luxury of knowing the entire story all at once, the 

way we do. 

But they didn’t. Regardless, Thomas believed in a God big enough 

to carry his doubts and uncertainty. He trusted that God was big 

enough to hold all his questions and his hope. 

          What are the big doubts you carry? What are your ques-

tions? What kind of wild, skeptical hopes do you have, that you 

hardly dare to utter out loud, even to your closest friends? Do 

they feel any different when you stop to wonder about letting God 

carry them with you? 

          Here, at the beginning of the Easter season, God has shown 

us that very little is truly impossible. Thomas believed as much, 

and he had the courage to ask for it. Jesus shows up in response 

to Thomas’s bold ask, and through this witness, he blesses the 

rest of us.  ~ 
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