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In these days between Ascension and Pentecost, we gather with the 

disciples in the upper room, waiting for the Spirit to transform the 

church around the world. In today’s gospel Jesus prays for his follow-

ers and for their mission in his name. Amid religious, social, and eco-

nomic divisions, we seek the unity that Jesus had with his Father. 

Made one in baptism, we go forth to live our faith in the world, eager 

for the unity that God intends for the whole human family.   ~ 





The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make his 
face shine on you and be gracious to you.  The Lord 
look upon you with favor and give you peace.     





Pastor Erin, Diane Curry, and Emily  
Kosova will be voting members       

attending from CLC.    
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Let's Go To Camp! 

Registration for Camp Lutherlyn is open!  CLC has a long 

history of supporting Camp Lutherlyn in Prospect PA, and 

outdoor ministry has touched the lives of generations.  We 

have a scholarship fund to make sure YOUR child or grand-

child can experience this life-changing adventure in 

faith!  Check out their website to find registration details, 

and speak to Pastor Erin or Treasurer Ray Lardin about this 

exciting opportunity!  Go to: https://www.lutherlyn.com/

summercamp/summer_overview.html 

     Camp Lutherlyn also has summer employment opportu-

nities for young adults 17 and over!  Check out the infor-

mation below to have the summer of your life!  Go to: 

https://www.lutherlyn.com/summercamp/

summer_employment.html 

     Everyone can join Pastor Erin for CAMP BLAST on 

May 13th!  This is a completely free day and open house 

full of fun at Camp Lutherlyn.  You can get to know the 

place and experience it for yourself.  Mark your calendars 

now for a day at camp! 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lutherlyn.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7C5f2533b4f942445b5c6008db1fed9208%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638138877439051608%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMz
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God Doesn’t Do Magic                
It happens in the movies all the time: just as we are made to be-

lieve that all hope is lost and evil will triumph, suddenly the hero 

discovers a mystical phrase that will give him supernatural 

strength to defeat the enemy. Or the heroine finds a charmed 

sword that gives her the power to do the same. Believing in movie 

magic can be a welcome respite from the grind of everyday life. 

Knowing an enchanted word that keeps us impervious to harm 

sounds incredible—who wouldn’t want that? Those moments 

may work in the movies, but they don’t happen in real life. 

        Don’t confuse Jesus’ words in today’s gospel with a magic 

spell or incantation. As Jesus prays for his disciples, he knows the 

suffering they will soon endure because they have come to be-

lieve in him. There is no way to avert what they will undergo; each 

one of his disciples is headed toward a certain and painful death, 

just as Jesus is. Jesus knows these things cannot be prevented, 

but that isn’t the point of his prayer. 

        Being in the world means bad things will happen to us. Cross-

es aren’t special charms that keep evil away, and wearing one 

won’t keep you from harm. Tragedies take place, people get sick, 

bullies victimize, the innocent get blamed. There are no magic 

words to prevent hardships or disasters. When Jesus prays for the 

Father to protect those who belong to him, he isn’t asking God to 

keep those bad things from happening. The name of God was nev-

er intended to create force fields around us keeping bad things 

out. God and the one who comes in God’s name make us one to-

gether with them. In this unity, life always triumphs in the end.  ~ 
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