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Though Jesus was a devout Jew who practiced his faith, he was criticized for 

eating with tax collectors and sinners—the religiously nonobservant.  Jesus 

criticizes the self-righteous and reminds us that mercy is to be at the heart of 

our religious practices.  God continues to be made known in those on the 

margins of society, like Matthew the tax collector and the hemorrhaging 

woman.  As we gather each Lord’s day we receive the healing that makes us 

well and sends us forth to be signs of God’s mercy for the world. 

CONGRATULATIONS! 
Steve Slepecki recently graduated from United Lutheran 
Seminary with a Master's of Divinity.  We celebrated Ste-
ve at our potluck on June 4th and gifted him a red stole 
for ordination from the congregation.  Steve awaits his 
last meeting with the Candidacy Committee for approval 
for ordination.  Please keep Steve and his wife Julie in 
your prayers.  



Remember that you can review the June 4 CLC Annual Meeting reports 
on your CLC Weekly Update.   

Email at:  ChristLutheran917@gmail.com 
Phone: 412-821-4300 





Pastor Erin, Diane Curry, and Emily  
Kosova will be voting members       

attending from CLC.    
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Desperate Measures 
You’ve likely heard the saying “Desperate times call for desperate 

measures.” Today’s gospel features a story within a story, both of 

women, both restored to life and community. And the actions—of 

the girl’s father and the woman with the flow of blood—are equal 

parts desperation and faith. 

     A father approaches Jesus in his desperation and asks for the in-

conceivable—that Jesus would lay his hand on his dead daughter 

and bring her back to life. Our daily news from throughout the world 

is filled with images of parents taking drastic measures to save their 

children. Asking this rebellious rabbi to bring the daughter back to 

life is certainly taking a chance! 

     Before Jesus even reaches the daughter, he is interrupted by a 

woman whose desperation has been building for twelve years. Due 

to a medical condition, she has lived as an outcast. She spends her 

days plotting her movements so as not to “contaminate” others and 

is accustomed to being on the outside looking in. Imagine how lone-

ly she is. Her desperation leaves her determined to move through 

the crowd just to touch the fringe of Jesus’ garment. He responds to 

this act of faith by looking her in the eye and telling her exactly what 

an incredible act of faith this was. 

     In these desperate, faithful stories, the appeal for mercy is met 

with mercy. What would make us appeal for mercy? A medical diag-

nosis that leaves us determined to exhaust all treatment possibili-

ties? Praying for the impossible at a loved one’s deathbed? Hurtful 

circumstances that leave us feeling isolated? Jesus calls Matthew 

from his tax table, then gathers with him and others around a dinner 

table with words of mercy. Week after week, Jesus gathers us at his 

table, because he is desperate to share that same mercy with us. 
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