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God does not promise that the path of the disciple will be easy. Jere-

miah feels the pain of rejection from those who do not want to hear 

what he has to say. Jesus declares that his words may bring stark divi-

sion. Even so, we need not be afraid for God accounts for each hair on 

our heads. Though we may experience rejection, frustration, division, 

and death, God’s grace and love make us a new creation each day. 

Marked with the cross and filled with holy food, we are sent from 

worship to witness to Christ in the world. 



Remember to see the Synod Assembly Report from Diane 
Curry and Emily Kosovo in your CLC Weekly Update! 
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Evil? I Renounce It!      

The service of Holy Baptism asks baptismal candidates, parents, 

and sponsors to reject sin in a series of renunciations: 

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 

Those assembled respond: “I renounce them!” (ELW, p. 229) 

In today’s gospel, Jesus warns the disciples about what sorts of 

evil, risks, and divisions may be ahead for them. Discipleship has 

already cost them their intended vocations, and the road ahead 

includes conflicts that will split families and may cost them their 

lives. Such was the reality in ancient days when taking on Roman 

authority. 

       Today, risks for living out faith still exist, especially in countries 

without freedom of religion. But most of us have difficulty imagin-

ing what resistance to our faith would look like. One look at the 

morning news reminds us that evil is rampant in our world. We 

resist evil when we raise our voices against violence, when we 

march against inequality, when we welcome and house the 

stranger new to our country and community, and when we fight 

for the rights of Black and brown and LGBTQ+ siblings. Some 

among us tackle systemic racism and corruption in workplaces 

and institutions—often at great risk. 

       This passage from Matthew is difficult and disturbing, yet 

there is gospel in it. Jesus tells those who follow him not to fear, 

and that we undertake this mission of mercy with vulnerability 

and dependence on a most gracious God. Amid the risks, despite 

the uncertainty, the gospel is to be proclaimed “in the light” and 

“from the housetops” (Matthew 10:27), for it is the most powerful 

tool we have against the evil of this world.  ~ 
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The Lord bless you 
and keep you.   
The Lord make his 
face shine on you 
and be gracious to 
you.  
The Lord look upon 
you with favor and 
give you peace.   
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