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As Solomon prays for wisdom, we seek to more deeply know the treas-

ures of faith. In today’s gospel Jesus offers everyday images that reveal 

to us the reign of God: a tree that becomes a sheltering home, yeast 

that penetrates and expands, a treasured pearl, a net that gains a great 

catch. Even as we seek the riches of God’s reign, the great surprise is 

that God’s grace finds us first!   ~ 
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The Greatest of Shrubs               

Surely God’s kingdom should end up sounding more impressive. 

Surely God can do better. Providing shelter for birds does sound 

like something God would do, but why can’t the birds nest in a 

more attractive tree? A mustard seed, at its best, grows into a sort 

of weedy shrub. The greatest of shrubs is not that great. 

Maybe that’s the point. Maybe these little stories are supposed to 

seem a little strange. After all, God’s choices often seem that way 

to us. God does not always value what we value. God likes small, 

weedy shrubs as much as big, majestic trees. 

 That is extremely good news for those of us who suspect we 

have more in common with the shrub than the tree. It is good to 

know that God loves both! It is good to know that God loves the 

mustard seeds of this world enough that God sends Jesus to be a 

mustard seed, to be the living proof that the kingdom of heaven is 

real. And the kingdom of heaven is here, because Jesus is here. 

And as we are filled with his Spirit, we also become living signs of 

that same kingdom. 

 After all, a God whose kingdom can be compared with 

something like a mustard seed is probably not going to stop short 

of using other unlikely things. A God like that might even decide 

to use people like us. So look around. What do you see? What do 

you see that surprises you? What do you see that you normally 

take for granted? What do you see that’s alive? The kingdom of 

heaven is like that. The kingdom of heaven is even like us, right 

now. The kingdom of heaven may not do what we expect, or even 

what we want—but one way or another, the kingdom of heaven 

will grow.   ~ 
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