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Elijah finds the presence of God not in earthquake, wind, or fire, but in 

the sound of sheer silence. When the disciples face a great storm on the 

sea, they cry out with fear. Jesus says: “Take heart, it is I; do not be 

afraid.” Amid the storms of life, we gather to seek the calm presence of 

Christ that soothes our fears. In comforting words of scripture and in the 

refreshing bread and cup of the eucharist, God grants us peace and 

sends us forth to be a sign of God’s presence to others.  ~ 



Welcome to Winnie Carol Davis, who was baptized in 

worship last week. 

     Winnie is the daughter of Todd and Ellie Davis, 

little sister of Brooks and Will, and granddaughter 

of Glenn and Donna Davis and Rick and Sue Calfo.   



With hope in the resurrection.... 
We share our deepest sympathy to family and 

friends of longtime church member, Barbara  

Ramsey.  Sadly, Barb died on August 6th following  

a brief battle with pancreatic cancer.   

Arrangements are through Hahn Funeral Home,  

and can be found on their obituary website.   

See: https://www.hahnfhand 

cremationservices.com/obituary/Barbara-Ramsey 
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Here and Now               

“Lord, save me!” (Matthew 14:30). Right now! Right here! Right 

away! Peter was desperate. Neither Peter nor Jesus was thinking 

of heaven. The cry cracking through the storm at sea had nothing 

to do with a hoped-for future in a realm beyond earth in a time to 

come when the days of this life, here, are no more. In the tumult, 

in the deep-water chaos and fright, “Lord, save me!” is an urgent 

cry for Jesus to reach “here”—not to take me “there.” 

 Christians can become so bent on “being saved” as an after-

life promise that they go along, living with little discovery of Jesus 

present in the world, saving the world here and now. 

 “Lord, save” is a refrain repeated throughout all of scripture 

from Genesis to Revelation. In the first chapter of Matthew’s gos-

pel is the prophetic “Wow!” that Jesus is Emmanuel, meaning 

“God is with us” (Matt. 1:23). From the moment he begins his 

ministry, Jesus makes visible and touchable the kingdom of heav-

en that “has come near” (Matt. 4:17). He gathers a community of 

disciples, announces and creates good news, cures, teaches the 

way of blessedness, does mercy, insists on forgiveness, encour-

ages faith, remembers the forgotten, sees the unseen, chooses 

the rejected, gives courage, offers hope . . . all to save here and 

now. 

 “Lord, save me!” The saving takes place even before Jesus 

dies on the cross. The reason for his parables: to save. The mean-

ing of the miracles: to save. The purpose of his teaching: to save. 

 “Lord, save me!” What a courageous appeal those words 

are, trusting Jesus to be Lord—master not only of a gated spiritual 

territory, but master on windy seas where we tremble and gasp 

and sink into the deep waters of a turbulent world that roils our 

lives. Courageous Peter, with little faith and little doubt, dares us 

to make his words our own: “Lord, save me!”  ~ 
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