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Jesus’ parable about two sons who don’t do what they say 

reveals surprises in the reign of God. In the reading from 

Ezekiel the people claim the ways of the Lord are unfair, 

while God offers repentance and new life. Paul urges us to 

look to Christ as a model of humility, putting the interests of 

others above our own. Nourished by the broken bread and 

shared cup, we offer our lives for the sake of our needy  

world.  ~ 
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Steve Slepecki has been offered a call and has      

accepted!  

      This is the news we had prayed for and wait-

ed for.  The next step for him is Ordination, and 

we are hosting the worship service and the din-

ner on October 8th at 4:30pm.  Please see the  

formal invitation in your Weekly Update email or 

Bulletin and  remember to RSVP.   

       Members are asked to volunteer to help set 

up, or clean up, or donate a dessert for the 

meal.   Reach out to Ginger Worst or Karen Tim-

chak to help.   CLC members may also make a 

monetary donation to help cover the cost of the 

celebration.  Please keep Steve and Julie in your 

prayers and plan to attend this important wor-

ship service!  ~  
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The Lord bless you 
and keep you.   
The Lord make his 
face shine on you 
and be gracious to 
you.  
The Lord look upon 
you with favor and 
give you peace.   
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HELP WANTED 
Would you like to take a more active role serving in worship, but prefer 

something behind the scenes?  Are you good with computers or want to 

learn?  The Tech Team needs a few more hands on deck each month to rec-

ord services, run the PowerPoint slides, and operate the camera.  Please 

see Pat Bauer to learn more, and serve with the Tech Team once or twice 

per month.   
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Change for the Better                      

Public officials routinely get drilled about changing their minds, es-

pecially around reelection time. One’s past pledges as a political 

candidate are not easily left behind or forgotten. Earlier promises 

are often used to measure one’s moral character in light of one’s ac-

tual voting record. A change in opinion can be viewed with suspicion 

or lead to accusations of hypocrisy. We want consistency. Above all, 

we want to know that we can trust others to follow through on their 

word. This is understandable. 

        Unfortunately, such political norms don’t often allow for the 

power of changing one’s mind. Jesus’ parable of the two sons sug-

gests that a change in heart can in fact be a sign of deeper listening 

and transformation. Conversely, a refusal to change can leave us 

stalled on our spiritual journeys. In this way, “flip-flopping” might 

not always be a bad thing but rather might indicate our faithfulness 

to God’s ongoing role in our lives. 

        God’s promises in baptism make such change possible. Martin 

Luther encouraged that we daily return to our baptism. Every day 

God’s grace frees us to admit the possibility that we have previously 

been or done wrong, or perhaps simply haven’t been able to see the 

whole picture before. Grace also affords us the chance to allow that 

anyone can be transformed in ways previously thought impossible or 

unexpected. The promises that God makes in baptism open the door 

not only for us but for everyone else too. We can learn perhaps to 

trust not in consistency but in the endless possibilities for change 

and growth. Sometimes a change in opinion goes only as far as what 

we think will be most popular. But changing our mind, when done in 

a spirit of authentic discernment and from the heart, can be trans-

formative. It might even open us to the kingdom of God in ways un-

known before.  ~ 
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ONLINE 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and 
failings. Give us your grace to overcome them, keep 
us from those things that harm us, and guide us in 
the way of salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. Amen. 


