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In Isaiah we are given a vision of the great feast to come, when God will 

wipe away death forever. In Jesus’ parable about a great banquet, those 

invited do not come, so the invitation is extended to others. In our litur-

gy God spreads a table before us. Even amid anxiety and hardship we 

rejoice in the peace of God which surpasses all understanding. With 

great joy we feast at the table of the Lord, and we go forth to share the 

wonderful invitation with others hungering and thirsting for the abun-

dant life of God.  ~ 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Lord of the feast, you have prepared a table before all 
peoples and poured out your life with abundance. Call us 
again to your banquet. Strengthen us by what is honora-
ble, just, and pure, and transform us into a people of 
righteousness and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. Amen. 





The Lord bless you 
and keep you.   
The Lord make his 
face shine on you 
and be gracious to 
you.  
The Lord look upon 
you with favor and 
give you peace.   

Each Veterans Day and Memorial 
Day, American flags are placed 
around the sidewalks of the church 
with the names of Veterans we re-
member and honor.   Thank you to 

those who have given their time and energy to make this 
happen.  We are currently updating our database of 
names.  Please let the office know if you have a name of 
a family member or friend that we should include, and 
we will make new tags for all flags.  Veterans Day is Satur-
day, November 11. 

Honoring and Remembering Our Veterans 
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HELP WANTED 
Would you like to take a more active role serving in worship, but prefer 

something behind the scenes?  Are you good with computers or want to 

learn?  The Tech Team needs a few more hands on deck each month to rec-

ord services, run the PowerPoint slides, and operate the camera.  Please 

see Pat Bauer to learn more, and serve with the Tech Team once or twice 

per month.   
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Biggest Banquet Ever                          

If you have ever planned and paid for a wedding banquet, you know 

you have to limit the number of guests you invite. There is only so 

much table space, and the cost to provide food and drink for each 

guest can be enormous. You have to make choices about whom to 

include and whom to exclude. 

     The wedding banquet in Jesus’ parable is a metaphor for God’s 

great gathering of people into relationship with God. This banquet 

does not have the same economic and spatial limits as ancient or 

contemporary weddings. At God’s table there is room for everyone. 

God is happy to pay the bill. Everyone gets to eat and drink. The 

more, the merrier! 

     Except, some of those God invites to the table wanted an exclu-

sive event, a limited guest list for VIPs only. They wanted to feel spe-

cial for being included by having others excluded. Jesus’ ministry 

was always about including, not excluding, and some within earshot 

of him didn’t accept that. So he told a parable to shake up the listen-

ers’ complacency and superiority. If those who are invited reject the 

invitation, God will keep inviting others to the party. 

     This challenging story reminds us that our being invited and in-

cluded comes on God’s gracious terms, not our own. In the parable, 

the king expects everyone to wear a wedding garment, to dress ap-

propriately for the occasion. Refusing to wear it meant wanting to 

attend on one’s own terms and disrespecting the host. The shocking 

imagery of the parable doesn’t mean this is how God treats us when 

we miss the mark. The king is not God. But it does help us see that 

our inclusion is a gift, and one we can only receive as a gift. Our 

thanks and praise are our wedding garment as we join Christ and 

each other at the table of grace.  ~ 
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ONLINE 
GIVING 

God of Reconciliation . . . 


