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In today’s first reading God uses the Gentile ruler Cyrus to accomplish 

divine purposes. When the Pharisees try to trap Jesus, he tells them to 

give the emperor what belongs to him and to God what belongs to 

God. To gather for worship reminds us that our ultimate allegiance is to 

God rather than to any earthly authority. Created in the image of God, 

we offer our entire selves in the service of God and for the sake of the 

world.~ 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Sovereign God, raise your throne in our hearts.      
Created by you, let us live in your image; created for 
you, let us act for your glory; redeemed by you, let 
us give you what is yours, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. 
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Coins and Foreheads                          

It sure would be nice if Jesus had said his followers don’t have to pay 

taxes. It would be wonderful to be able to say when taxes come due, 

“Gosh, I wanted to pay my taxes, but Jesus said I don’t have to, 

so . . .” Of course, Jesus didn’t say that, so we’re not off the hook! 

       But Jesus says a lot more here than just “Pay your taxes.” He en-

courages people to rethink their relationship with money and gov-

ernment in light of their relationship with God. He uses a coin of the 

Roman Empire to make a point. The coin bears the image of the em-

peror. So, if the emperor wants his coins back, go ahead and give 

them to him. 

       But then Jesus puts a limit on how much allegiance and loyalty 

to pay to the emperor: “Give . . . to God the things that are 

God’s” (Matthew 22:21). Like so many coins that bear the images of 

great leaders, we are told in Genesis that we each bear the image of 

God. Give to God what is God’s! Give yourself, your heart, your soul, 

your mind, your will to God! Don’t give any of that to those who de-

mand you pay taxes. God has a claim on you, not those in power. 

       At times we might feel a dilemma when it comes to balancing 

our loyalties among our government and civil obligations, and our 

loyalty to God. But the message is clear: We belong to God. God 

claims each of us as beloved, as valuable, as worth more than coins 

or gold or dollars. 

       In baptism we are marked with the cross of Christ on our fore-

heads. We bear the image of the Crucified One who claims us by 

grace. At the table we are fed and nourished, welcomed and loved, 

because of the one who tells us our lives have great worth.  ~ 
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ONLINE 
GIVING 

The Lord bless you 
and keep you.   
The Lord make his 
face shine on you 
and be gracious to 
you.  
The Lord look upon 
you with favor and 
give you peace.   


