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Today the prophet Amos calls for justice to roll down like waters. Paul 

urges us to encourage one another with the promised coming of the 

Lord. Jesus tells the parable of the wise and foolish bridesmaids. Sur-

rounded by the faithful of every time and place, we celebrate Christ’s 

coming in our midst in the word of life and the feast of victory—the 

marriage feast of the lamb.   ~ 
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ENOUGH and NEVER ENOUGH 
Both the harsh words of the prophet Amos and the parable of the 

bridesmaids are scenes of anger—not pointless, misdirected frustra-

tion, but a prophetic call for change, a passionate plea that we redi-

rect our focus. Sometimes, Amos says, anger is a result of not being 

heard. And sometimes, Jesus says, anger comes from fear of not be-

ing enough, not having enough, not doing enough. But being a child 

of God comes as a gift from God, who has poured out God’s justice 

and righteousness on us in abundance so that we may care about 

those who are lacking. 

       What good is worship, Amos asks, if it doesn’t change your 

lives—or that of your neighbors? What good is worship if it does not 

spur us to make justice happen for our siblings? The anger we en-

counter in Amos is of the righteous kind, the kind intended to call us 

to action. 

       In contrast, the anger expressed in the parable of the brides-

maids is that born of fear. Who ever said that the bridegroom would 

not admit maidens who ran out of oil? Both the bridesmaids de-

scribed as wise and those described as foolish are angry because of 

fear of missing out. Jesus is the light of the world, and so are you, he 

says (John 8:12; Matthew 5:14). But when your light grows dim and 

tired, exhausted and weary, and you cannot see the road ahead, his 

light will guide the way. 

       How different this parable might be if the bridesmaids with oil 

had shared their oil. If you are not ready, they might have said, let us 

show you how to be prepared. What good is the kingdom of heaven 

if we have not lived our lives in such a way as to light the pathway 

for others? What good is worship if we leave the building unmoved 

by the cries for justice all around us?   ~ 
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Our Deepest Apologies... 
Last week, when commemorating the members of CLC 
who had died in the past year, we neglected to include 
Barbara Ramsey, who passed away August 6th.  We'll in-
clude all those saints of the church again this week in our 
prayers.    
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ONLINE 
GIVING 

The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make his 
face shine on you and be gracious to you.  The Lord 
look upon you with favor and give you peace.     


