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Our readings during November speak of the end times. Zephaniah pro-

claims that the coming day of the Lord will be filled with wrath and dis-

tress. Paul says it will come like a thief in the night and urges us to be 

awake and sober. Jesus tells the parable of the talents, calling us to use 

our gifts, while we still have time, for the greater and common good. In 

a world filled with violence and despair, we gather around signs of 

hope—word, water, bread, and wine—eager to welcome the good 

news of Christ’s coming among us.  ~ 
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Find your "why" and 

give abundantly!  Scan 

me to give online now.   
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 Advent Adult Education 
Many of us know the story of Jesus’ birth by heart. 
We grew up hearing the Nativity story, with Mary 
and Joseph, the shepherds and the magi, the donkey, 
the angel choir, and the stable and manger. Perhaps 
we have heard the story so many times now that 
some of the wonder has worn off. 
This, then, is a great time to take a step back and ex-
plore the story as if we are hearing it for the first 
time! 
       Seminarian Lindsie will be leading an adult Sun-
day discussion series based on Amy-Jill Levine’s Light 
of the World: A Beginner’s Guide to Advent, in which 
we will explore the gospel stories of Christmas. We 
will meet at 10:30AM (following the 9:30 Worship 
Service) on December 3rd, 10th, and 17th. 
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Who’s Got Talent? 
Jon Bloom is a cofounder of the Desiring God organization. Speak-

ing to the parable of the talents, he suggests that being given one 

talent can appear unfair, can wound our pride. He is regularly 

tempted, he says, to covet his neighbors’ talents. And isn’t that 

always the way? Discounting our own gifts, we envy the abilities 

of others. And yet, Bloom points out, such behavior is, at its core, 

the sin of pride. 

       Our love of God can get eclipsed and our loving relationships 

with others can be damaged by such pride, which costs us any de-

sire to be a good steward of the gifts God has given us. Hence the 

description of the last servant as “wicked” and “lazy” (Matthew 

25:26). Being given a single talent means less of a chance to really 

impress the master and improve the servant’s own position. 

Therefore, the servant believes, the master is harsh and unjust. 

       Pride infects all of us, no matter how many talents we have. In 

a number of parables, Jesus takes aim at people with a generous 

amount of prestige, wealth, and power. That’s why this parable 

stings so much. Jesus is talking to all of us. We can and must be on 

the lookout for the sin of pride, which is at the root of so many 

unhealthy behaviors. Pride takes so many forms, including dis-

couragement, self-pity, and hopelessness.  

       Every single one of us is a cherished and deeply loved child of 

God—and God has blessed every single one of us, richly, with tal-

ents. Making the effort to be good stewards of the talents we 

have is a fine way to shut down self-pity and the sin of pride. God 

has reasons for giving us exactly the talents we have.  ~ 
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The Lord bless you 
and keep you.   
The Lord make his 
face shine on you 
and be gracious to 
you.  
The Lord look upon 
you with favor and 
give you peace.   

Thanks to those who helped get our new 

flags displayed for Veterans Day! 
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