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All Saints celebrates the baptized people of God, living and dead, who 

are the body of Christ. As November heralds the dying of the landscape 

in many northern regions, the readings and liturgy call us to remember 

all who have died in Christ and whose baptism is complete. At the 

Lord’s table we gather with the faithful of every time and place, trusting 

that the promises of God will be fulfilled and that all tears will be wiped 

away in the new Jerusalem.  ~ 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Almighty God, you have knit your people together in 
one communion in the mystical body of your Son, Je-
sus Christ our Lord. Grant us grace to follow your 
blessed saints in lives of faith and commitment, and 
to know the inexpressible joys you have prepared for 
those who love you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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ALL SAINTS SUNDAY 
Beloved Saints 

“He must be a real saint!” “She was such a saint!” We say these 

things about people we know, or have heard of, often in reference to 

someone who displays great patience or perhaps is extraordinarily 

kind and generous. It’s not difficult to find such praise at a funeral, 

for example, as the deceased’s positive influence in the world is re-

membered. In popular usage, a person earns the title “saint” by do-

ing good works.  

       We think of people such as Saint Francis or Saint Teresa, individ-

uals who were known for being particularly holy or religious. We 

rarely consider that we ourselves might be saints. After all, most of 

us haven’t opened orphanages or founded hospitals, given away all 

our possessions or been imprisoned because of our faith. Even 

demonstrating exceptional patience toward irritating people or cir-

cumstances is beyond most of us on far too many days. 

       But the scripture readings today make clear that being a saint is 

not about earning the title. According to the Bible, the “saints” are 

simply the believers in Christ across time and space. In baptism, 

our robes have been washed in the blood of the Lamb (Revelation 

7:14). Saint is a title given to us by God—not as a reward for a job 

well done, but as an expression of God’s love for us.  

       The characteristic of a saint is not superhuman perfection but 

rather faith. Faith that the sorrows we mourn, the injustices we en-

counter, and the persecution we face will one day be put right 

through the blood of the Lamb. Faith that recognizes and laments 

the awful brokenness of the world, and of ourselves, and trusts 

Christ to forgive our sins, wipe away our tears, and make all things 

new. So, cling to Christ, dear saint, and rejoice that you are God’s 

beloved child—now (1 John 3:2).  ~ 
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ONLINE 
GIVING 

The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make his 
face shine on you and be gracious to you.  The Lord 
look upon you with favor and give you peace.     


