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John calls people to repent, to clear the decks, to completely reorder 

their lives so that nothing gets in the way of the Lord’s coming. The 

reading from Isaiah gives the context for this radical call: the assurance 

of forgiveness that encourages us to repent; the promise that the com-

ing one will be gentle with the little ones. Isaiah calls us all to be heralds 

with John, to lift up our voices fearlessly and say, “See, your God is com-

ing!” We say it to one another in worship, in order to say it with our lives 

in a world in need of justice and peace.  ~ 
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 Advent Adult Education 
Many of us know the story of Jesus’ birth by heart. 
We grew up hearing the Nativity story, with Mary 
and Joseph, the shepherds and the magi, the don-
key, the angel choir, and the stable and manger. Per-
haps we have heard the story so many times now 
that some of the wonder has worn off. 
This, then, is a great time to take a step back and ex-
plore the story as if we are hearing it for the first 
time! 
       Seminarian Lindsie will be leading an adult Sun-
day discussion series based on Amy-Jill Levine’s Light 
of the World: A Beginner’s Guide to Advent, in which 
we will explore the gospel stories of Christmas. We 
will meet at 10:30AM (following the 9:30 Worship 
Service) on December 10th and 17th. 
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Staff Update 

We announced at the Congregational Meeting on December 3rd 

that our Director of Music and Liturgy, Ed Kapsha, had submitted 

his resignation effective December 31.  Our staff support com-

mittee will be meeting soon to begin the process of hiring a new 

church musician.  Please keep Ed in your prayers and wish him 

well in his next ministry.  If you have any questions, please reach 

out to Pastor Erin or Pat Bauer, chair of the Worship and Music 

committee.  

CALL COMMITTEE NEWS  

We also announced at the Congregational Meeting that the Call 

Committee has been given the profiles of 2 pastoral candidates 

to interview.  Please keep the committee and candidates in your 

prayers as they plan and discern.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

COUNCIL NEWS 

Welcome our new council members elected at our Con-
gregational Meeting on December 3rd: Pat Bauer, Mor-
gan Boyd, Tina Galioto, and Jackie Marfisi.   

We give thanks for those out-going council members 
who have faithfully served and continue to serve the 
church: Diane Curry, Tim Komoroski, Becky Nyren.  

Our council is a two year term with monthly meetings.  Please 
consider this possibility in serving and leading your church! 
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Christmas Present  
Give-Away 

Please see the flier below for details! 
CLC members who wish to contribute or 
help may pick an ornament off the dis-
play in the narthex.  However, any uno-
pened toys may be donated!  Let Pastor 
Erin know if you can help organize and 
set up for the 17th or the 18th!  
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Second Sunday of Advent 

New Beginnings 
There are lots of ways to open a story, perhaps most famously “Once 

upon a time . . .” Similarly, the gospel-writer Mark starts out, “The 

beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ,” even though his narra-

tive lacks the birth, angelic announcements, and childhood stories 

Matthew and Luke tell about Jesus. And John’s gospel starts even 

farther back, at the beginning of creation, before skipping to Jesus’ 

adult years. What we can take from these varying opening narratives 

is that the story of Jesus does not have one beginning, but many be-

ginnings—each a new entry point into the old, old story of God’s 

love breaking into the world. 

     Mark starts with an invitation to baptism, repentance, and for-

giveness of sins. Even so, John the baptizer declares that another 

new start is coming, with the baptism of the Holy Spirit that Jesus 

will bring. What’s more, while his baptism by John is clearly not the 

first event in Jesus’ life, it marks a new beginning just before he 

heads off to the wilderness and then on to start his public ministry. 

     We celebrate Advent every year at this time, but each time is a 

new experience, a new beginning of the church year, a new chance 

to anticipate grace. What has changed for you since last Advent? 

What has changed for your family and community? What expecta-

tions or hopes do you have for God’s presence with us? What new 

beginning would be a blessing? 

     Every Sunday is a celebration of the resurrection, and each time 

we take part in confession and forgiveness we experience a fresh 

start. Mark opens with baptism, which is a new beginning for each 

of us. Remembering our baptism offers us daily assurance of the 

new things God is always unfolding around us. Today as we worship, 

we pray for the Holy Spirit to stir up something new in, with, and 

among us. ~ 
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The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make his 
face shine on you and be gracious to you.  The Lord 
look upon you with favor and give you peace.     
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