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There is no Sunday School Dec. 24 or Dec. 31 

In winter’s deepest night, we welcome the light of the Christ child. Isaiah 

declares that the light of the long-promised king will illumine the world 

and bring endless peace and justice. Paul reminds us that the grace of 

God through Jesus Christ brings salvation to all people. The angels de-

clare that Jesus’ birth is good and joyful news for everyone, including 

lowly shepherds. Filled with the light that shines in our lives, we go forth 

to share the light of Christ with the whole world.   ~ 
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Use this QR CODE 

to give online and do 

your part!  
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The Food Pantry is Closed on Christmas Day,  
Dec. 25 and New Year’s Day, Jan. 1 
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Staff Update 

We announced at the Congregational Meeting on December 3rd 

that our Director of Music and Liturgy, Ed Kapsha, had submitted 

his resignation effective December 31.  Our staff support com-

mittee will be meeting soon to begin the process of hiring a new 

church musician.  Please keep Ed in your prayers and wish him 

well in his next ministry.  If you have any questions, please reach 

out to Pastor Erin or Pat Bauer, chair of the Worship and Music 

committee.  

CALL COMMITTEE NEWS  

We also announced at the Congregational Meeting that the Call 

Committee has been given the profiles of 2 pastoral candidates 

to interview.  Please keep the committee and candidates in your 

prayers as they plan and discern.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

COUNCIL NEWS 

Welcome our new council members elected at our Con-
gregational Meeting on December 3rd: Pat Bauer, Mor-
gan Boyd, Tina Galioto, and Jackie Marfisi.   

We give thanks for those out-going council members 
who have faithfully served and continue to serve the 
church: Diane Curry, Tim Komoroski, Becky Nyren.  

Our council is a three year term with monthly meetings.  Please 
consider this possibility in serving and leading your church! 
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NATIVITY OF OUR LORD, CHRISTMAS EVE 

You Belong 
Who belongs? That is an enduring question for people of faith, and 

the beloved story of Jesus’ birth in Luke’s gospel helps to give us an 

answer. 

       Of course, Mary and Joseph have a place at the Savior’s side on 

the night of his birth. Yet despite her call to bear none other than 

the Son of God (Luke 1:35), Mary is subject to the whims of earthly 

power. In compliance with the emperor’s order, the couple make the 

trek to Bethlehem to be counted. But the baby will not wait to be 

born, and the guesthouse is so crowded that they have to lay him in 

a manger. Not the ideal conditions for labor and delivery! Nonethe-

less, for these new parents, home is where they make it. Wherever 

Jesus lies, that is where Mary and Joseph belong. 

       And perhaps to the dismay of exhausted parents, the shepherds 

also belong in the presence of the Savior, the Messiah, the Lord, that 

first night. Noteworthy infants usually attract noteworthy visitors, 

but the messenger of God sends the birth announcement to lowly 

field hands instead. Jesus is born in the city of David not just to any-

one, but to them; he is a sign of God’s salvation not in the abstract, 

but for them. No wonder these marginal, mostly neglected mem-

bers of the community glorify and praise God for all they hear and 

see (Luke 2:20). 

       The wonder of Christmas is that you belong in Jesus’ company 

too. The baby in the feeding trough foreshadows the Lord at his ta-

ble. And if the child in the manger is for you, then so is his life, given 

and poured out. Come, taste and see for yourself. Receive this good 

news of great joy, peace, and God’s favor, then sing your praise to 

God in reply.   ~ 
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ONLINE 
GIVING 

LOST: Prescription Men’s Reading Glasses, Dark Frame,  left in 
church or Toddler Sunday School Room on Sunday, 11/26.  

Merry  
Christmas 

and a Happy New Year 

from all of us at CLC! 


