
There is no Sunday School on Dec. 31 
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The psalmist calls on the natural world, celestial bodies, fire and earth, 

creatures, and all humanity, to praise God. The voices of Simeon and 84-

year-old Anna join the chorus today, recognizing what God is doing in 

Jesus. Simeon’s song is often sung after communion, for we have seen 

God’s salvation in the assembled community and have held Jesus in our 

hands in the bread. Then, like the prophet Anna, we tell of Jesus to all 

who look for the healing of the world.  ~ 
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The Food Pantry is Closed  
on New Year’s Day, Jan. 1 
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Staff Update 

We announced at the Congregational Meeting on December 3rd 

that our Director of Music and Liturgy, Ed Kapsha, had submitted 

his resignation effective December 31.  Our staff support com-

mittee will be meeting soon to begin the process of hiring a new 

church musician.  Please keep Ed in your prayers and wish him 

well in his next ministry.  If you have any questions, please reach 

out to Pastor Erin or Pat Bauer, chair of the Worship and Music 

committee.  

CALL COMMITTEE NEWS  

We also announced at the Congregational Meeting that the Call 

Committee has been given the profiles of 2 pastoral candidates 

to interview.  Please keep the committee and candidates in your 

prayers as they plan and discern.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

COUNCIL NEWS 

Welcome our new council members elected at our Con-
gregational Meeting on December 3rd: Pat Bauer, Mor-
gan Boyd, Tina Galioto, and Jackie Marfisi.   

We give thanks for those out-going council members 
who have faithfully served and continue to serve the 
church: Diane Curry, Tim Komoroski, Becky Nyren.  

Our council is a three year term with monthly meetings.  Please 
consider this possibility in serving and leading your church! 
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THE FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS 

Affirmation and Expectation     
Imagine the baptism of an infant on a winter Sunday morning. Imagine 

the baby, dressed in a fragile heirloom, and family members and spon-

sors crowded around the font. Imagine the richness of the ritual—the 

pronouncement of ancient promises, wet hands and hair, an oily cross on 

soft skin, a freshly lit candle, laughter and applause. 

       Now, imagine that an elder in the congregation rises and, unprompt-

ed, takes the baby in his arms. As the people look on in stunned silence, 

he sings a hymn of heartfelt gratitude and wonder. Then another elder 

stands, turns to face the assembly, and testifies to God’s goodness on ac-

count of this child. Imagine the surprise. Imagine the indelible memory. 

       Something similar happens when Mary and Joseph bring the baby Je-

sus to the temple to present him to the Lord. Once they have done their 

part to mark Jesus as a member of God’s people, two strangers unexpect-

edly acknowledge him too. Simeon and Anna have each spent a lifetime 

on the lookout for a sign of God’s promised redemption. And stumbling 

upon him in the temple, they do not hesitate to say so: “My eyes have 

seen your salvation,” Simeon sings, “which you have prepared in the 

presence of all peoples.” 

       But it isn’t all good news. Peering into Mary’s eyes, the prophet also 

foresees that Jesus will uncover the thoughts of many a heart, and that 

the end result will feel like a blade to her soul. As if she did not already 

have plenty to ponder (Luke 2:19)! 

       There is perhaps nothing like the arrival of a child to inspire our hopes 

and fears for the future. And spoken words of affirmation and expecta-

tion have the power to illuminate the possibilities. Jesus is the child in 

whom God makes the greatest promises. So rejoice with prophets like 

Simeon and Anna, those who see him for who he is. And, come   

what may, hold tight to their testimony until God’s promises are ful-

filled.  ~ 
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Use this QR CODE 

to give online and do 

your part!  
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