


All the baptized have a calling in God’s world. God calls not just pastors 

and deacons but also the youngest child, like Samuel. The story of the 

calling of Nathanael plays with the idea of place. Nathanael initially dis-

misses Jesus because he comes from Nazareth. But where we come 

from isn’t important; it’s where—or rather whom—we come to. Jesus 

refers to Jacob, who had a vision in a place he called “the house of God, 

and . . . the gate of heaven” (Gen. 28:17). Jesus says he himself is the 

place where Nathanael will meet God.  ~ 
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NEW MEMBER CLASS 

Sunday, January 14th  

after Worship. 

New Members may join  

on Sunday, January 21st. 





CLC Website: https://www.clcmillvale.com/   

Youtube: clcmillvale ; Twitter: ChristMillvale ;  

Facebook and Instagram: #CLCMillvale.               

Staff Update 

We announced at the Congregational Meeting on December 3rd 

that our Director of Music and Liturgy, Ed Kapsha, had submitted 

his resignation effective December 31.  Our staff support com-

mittee will be meeting soon to begin the process of hiring a new 

church musician.  Please keep Ed in your prayers and wish him 

well in his next ministry.  If you have any questions, please reach 

out to Pastor Erin or Pat Bauer, chair of the Worship and Music 

committee.  

CALL COMMITTEE NEWS  

We also announced at the Congregational Meeting that the Call 

Committee has been given the profiles of 2 pastoral candidates 

to interview.  Please keep the committee and candidates in your 

prayers as they plan and discern.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

COUNCIL NEWS 

Welcome our new council members elected at our Con-
gregational Meeting on December 3rd: Pat Bauer, Mor-
gan Boyd, Tina Galioto, and Jackie Marfisi.   

We give thanks for those out-going council members 
who have faithfully served and continue to serve the 
church: Diane Curry, Tim Komoroski, Becky Nyren.  

Our council is a three year term with monthly meetings.  Please 
consider this possibility in serving and leading your church! 
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2ND SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY  

Faith, Seen and Unseen 
“Follow me,” says Jesus to Philip. Then “Come and see,” says Philip 

to Nathanael. Early in the Gospel of John and in Jesus’ public minis-

try, the movement is already spreading. This transmission of faith 

from person to person is something like a fire jumping from one twig 

to another. 

       Sometimes, though, it can feel as if the spark just isn’t catch-

ing—not much transmission is happening any longer. Many people 

lament that their children, grandchildren, or other loved ones have 

abandoned the Christian faith. But have they truly? Maybe, similar 

to Nathanael, they have not yet personally encountered Jesus. Na-

thanael questions and doubts the words of the witness Philip until 

he experiences for himself that Jesus is the Son of God. Just as the 

message of the good news can spread like fire from twig to twig, so 

can faith ignite—or reignite—when one has a life-changing encoun-

ter with Jesus. There is no miracle for pastors or others to perform; 

we are simply called to prepare the way, to welcome all of God’s 

children, and to accompany people no matter where they are on 

their faith journey. 

       To change metaphors, sometimes faith flows like an under-

ground stream. In some limestone terrains, a stream of water might 

disappear from the surface and reappear farther along in a different 

kind of terrain. The fact that the stream can’t be seen doesn’t mean 

it has stopped flowing. Likewise, faith is sometimes difficult to iden-

tify, but that doesn’t mean it’s not flowing in and through 

someone’s life. Visible signs of Jesus at work in a person are not al-

ways where or in the form we expect to see them. They can be in 

Sunday worship or in daily acts of kindness, compassion, grace, and 

love for ourselves and for others. Only Jesus knows what is in our 

hearts—already burning, deeply flowing, or yet to spark. ~ 
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