


The church points to the unique authority people sensed in Jesus’ 
actions and words. We encounter that authority in God’s word, 
around which we gather, the word that prevails over any lesser spir-
it that would claim power over us, freeing us to follow Jesus.  ~ 
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4TH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY  

Teaching in Words and Actions 
Jesus’ teaching in the synagogue surprises, shakes, and even shocks 

the people of Capernaum who have gathered for the weekly cele-

bration of the sabbath. His proclamation is different from what they 

are accustomed to hearing. Mark doesn’t tell us what Jesus taught 

this particular day, but all the gospel writers describe his message as 

consistently one of compassion, peace, hope, and love. Clearly, lis-

teners heard something they found surprising in Jesus’ words. 

        In addition, Jesus’ teaching goes beyond words; he lives out his 

message in transforming and liberating actions, as we see in his 

healing of the man with an unclean spirit. The people sense an au-

thority in Jesus only found in one whose words and deeds match—

one who moves beyond theory to practice. It’s like learning from a 

physician who regularly practices medicine, a theologian who pas-

tors a parish, a coach who plays the sport personally. In the syna-

gogue, when Jesus unexpectedly practices what he has been preach-

ing, it’s so new to his audience that they find it frightening and life-

giving all at once. 

        At first, the healing miracle Jesus performs in today’s reading 

may seem distant from the preoccupations of our contemporary so-

ciety. This kind of exorcism may be uncommon for us in mainline 

Christian churches, but we know well that various troubles have a 

grip on our existence and our being. On the one hand, we experi-

ence our own “unclean spirits” such as despair, jealousy, hatred, or 

guilt. On the other hand, we regularly encounter the “unclean spir-

its” of our society: intolerance, selfishness, indifference, material-

ism, or contempt. But even in the moments when we are divided, 

disoriented, and destabilized, Jesus speaks surprising, wondrous 

words that challenge and heal us, so we can be restored to the life 

God intends us to enjoy and share with others.  ~ 
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The Lord bless you and 
keep you.   

The Lord make his face 
shine on you and be 
gracious to you.  

The Lord look upon you 
with favor and give you 
peace.   
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