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The feast of Epiphany (“manifestation”) concludes the Christmas season 

with a celebration of God’s glory revealed in the person of Jesus Christ. 

In Isaiah and Ephesians, that glory is proclaimed for all nations and peo-

ple. Like the light of the star that guided the magi to Jesus, the light of 

Christ reveals who we are: children of God who are claimed and 

washed in the waters of baptism. We are sent out to be beacons of the 

light of Christ, sharing the good news of God’s love to all people.  ~ 
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NEW MEMBER CLASS 

Sunday, January 14th  

after Worship. 

New Members may join  

on Sunday, January 21st. 
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Staff Update 

We announced at the Congregational Meeting on December 3rd 

that our Director of Music and Liturgy, Ed Kapsha, had submitted 

his resignation effective December 31.  Our staff support com-

mittee will be meeting soon to begin the process of hiring a new 

church musician.  Please keep Ed in your prayers and wish him 

well in his next ministry.  If you have any questions, please reach 

out to Pastor Erin or Pat Bauer, chair of the Worship and Music 

committee.  

CALL COMMITTEE NEWS  

We also announced at the Congregational Meeting that the Call 

Committee has been given the profiles of 2 pastoral candidates 

to interview.  Please keep the committee and candidates in your 

prayers as they plan and discern.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

COUNCIL NEWS 

Welcome our new council members elected at our Con-
gregational Meeting on December 3rd: Pat Bauer, Mor-
gan Boyd, Tina Galioto, and Jackie Marfisi.   

We give thanks for those out-going council members 
who have faithfully served and continue to serve the 
church: Diane Curry, Tim Komoroski, Becky Nyren.  

Our council is a three year term with monthly meetings.  Please 
consider this possibility in serving and leading your church! 
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THE EPIPHANY OF OUR LORD 

The Center and the Margin 
It is no surprise that the magi make a stop in Jerusalem before ven-

turing out to Bethlehem to find Jesus. After all, it would be unusual 

for foreign emissaries to bypass a major city on their way to a small-

er, lesser-known community. If you are looking for a king, it makes 

sense to start in the center. 

       On the one hand, Jerusalem is home to the official record, and 

sure enough, the magi get reliable directions there. The king is to be 

born “in Bethlehem of Judea,” according to the authorities, “for so it 

has been written by the prophet.” King Herod himself points the 

way. 

       But Jerusalem is also where the threat lies. Privilege is too pre-

cious to risk, so the people in power decline to accompany the magi 

to Bethlehem to see the new thing that God is doing. Forget what 

the scripture says—there is simply no room for another king of the 

Jews. The center will not tolerate a challenge from the margin. 

       Nevertheless, the margin is where God is found. It is God on the 

margin who draws near enough to enslaved people to hear their cry. 

It is God on the margin who blesses those who are poor or persecut-

ed. It is God on the margin who is incarnate in the hungry and 

thirsty, the stranger, the naked, the sick, and the prisoner 

(Matthew 25:35-40). It is God on the margin who is driven outside 

the city to die. No wonder God is also born there. 

       The first great epiphany is that Emmanuel, God with us, is not 

bound to the centers of power and influence. Rather, he encounters 

those who follow the light of revelation to unlikely places. And for 

them, joy and wonder await.  ~ 
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Use this QR CODE 

to give online and do 

your part!  
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