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God promises Jeremiah that a “new covenant” will be 
made in the future: a covenant that will allow all the peo-
ple to know God by heart. The church sees this promise ful-
filled in Christ, who draws all people to himself when he is 
lifted up on the cross. Our baptismal covenant draws us to 
God’s heart through Christ and draws God’s love and truth 
into our hearts. We join together in worship, sharing in 
word, song, and meal, and leave strengthened to share 
God’s love with all the world.  ~ 
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Special Congregational Meeting on  
Sunday, March 17th 
A candidate has been put forth by the Call Com-
mittee, and has been interviewed and approved 
by the Council.  They will preach and lead wor-
ship on Sunday March 17th, and following wor-
ship we will have a Congregational Meeting.  The 
agenda for this meeting is a call vote.   All active 
members should plan to attend this exciting 

morning!  ~ 

The Lord bless you and 
keep you.  The Lord 
make his face shine on 
you and be gracious to 
you. The Lord look upon 
you with favor and give 
you peace.   
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This Week’s Observances 
Joseph Imhoff 

 It’s difficult not to be aware that a certain celebra-

tion will be taking place this weekend.  The newspapers 

and other media have been announcing it for weeks, 

Pittsburgh will host one of the biggest parades in the na-

tion on Saturday, articles have been crammed with tips 

on authentic Irish food to prepare, advertisements for the 

purchase of proper libations abound and many establish-

ments offer deals for celebrating the day.  This takes place 

in the secular world and can be a lot of fun. 

 Christians have two observances to commemo-

rate, two Saints are remembered, St. Patrick and St. Jo-

seph, the dates being the 17th and 19th respectively.  

One has become more known for the commercial exploi-

tation that is associated with it rather than its significance 

to the Church. 

 The real Patrick was born into a wealthy Christian 

family in Roman Britain A.D. 385 and as a teenager was 

captured and sent as a slave to Ireland.  Escaping after six 

years and going home he studied to be a priest eventually 

returning to Ireland as a missionary to minister to the 

Christians already there and converting many more to the 

faith.  He died on March 17, A.D. 461, though never can-

onized by the Church, which observes the day, he became 

known as a Saint by popular demand in Ireland and as 

the Irish spread throughout the world his commemora-

tion followed. 

 Joseph, Guardian of our Lord, like Patrick, was 

not canonized by the Church for the position he holds in 

the life of the Church is far above what humans could 

honor.  Little is known of his life and nothing is mentioned 

of him after Jesus at age 12 was found in the Temple in 

Jerusalem talking to the teachers and scholars.  He is re-

garded as the patron saint of workers.  Pope Pius IX de-

clared him to the patron and protector of the Church.  ~ 
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FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT 

Called Where Jesus Goes 

It isn’t only the first disciples who become uncomfortable 

when Jesus talked about his approaching death. We often do 

as well. Perhaps focusing on the crucifixion seems gruesome. 

Perhaps it conjures in us the (false) story of a divine parent 

who cannot forgive without punishing someone, with Jesus 

standing in as that one. Maybe it feels like a morbid emphasis 

on sin. 

     Jesus did not understand himself as the victim of divine 

punishment. He entered into suffering as a part of his glorifica-

tion, working with—not against—his Father. He knows that 

human life has become twisted under the powers of sin and 

death so that if we grasp onto our “life in this world,” we will 

miss God’s gracious intention for us. Christ’s judgment of sin is 

not for our exclusion. Jesus never seeks to shame us, but con-

demns sin in order to deliver us from its power. 

     Perhaps, however, we shy away from talk of Christ’s death 

because we sense, on some level, that if our Lord must go to 

the cross, then so too must we. Jesus declares, “Whoever 

serves me must follow me.” Discipleship is a summons to die 

to ourselves and lose our life on this world’s terms. Paradoxi-

cally, this cruciform journey is the road to true fruitfulness and 

flourishing. It begins in our baptism and is nourished at the 

Lord’s table. It is sustained by the fellowship of faith, where 

together we hear the life-giving word of Jesus. It will find com-

pletion on the day of resurrection. 

     Our souls long for this way of salvation. Deep within us all, 

a voice whispers, “We wish to see Jesus.” God knows this 

need, so Jesus is lifted up to drive out the powers of sin and 

death. God’s unending mercy is displayed. For the same rea-

son, we come together so that in hearing the word and shar-

ing the eucharistic meal, and in our prayers, laments, and 

praises, Jesus may be lifted up to draw us, and all people, to 

salvation.  ~ 
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    Online Giving  
     No matter the amount, the most    
helpful way to give to the ministries of  
the congregation is regularly and consist-
ently. Whether it's weekly or monthly, 
make a prayerful decision ahead of time 
this Lent, and commit to a consistent 
amount. 
     With our online giving platform, Van-
co, it's super easy!  Go to:  
https://www.clcmillvale.com/donate/ 

See the Online Giving Code here, and 
Thank You! 

https://www.clcmillvale.com/donate/

