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Christ is risen! Jesus is alive, and God has swallowed up 
death forever. With Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother 
of James, and Salome, we may feel astonished and con-
fused, unsure of what to make of the empty tomb. But 
this is why we gather: to proclaim, witness, praise, and 
affirm the liberating reality of Christ’s death and resurrec-
tion. In word and feast, we celebrate God’s unending 
love, and depart to share this good news with all the 
world. Alleluia!  ~ 
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The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make his 
face shine on you and be gracious to you.  The Lord 
look upon you with favor and give you peace.     
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On the First Day of the Week 
Joseph Imhoff 

 The first day of the week was a workday, the city of 

Jerusalem was waking up after the Sabbath, a day of rest as 

commanded by God in the Law handed down to Moses, 

God had rested on the seventh day after Creation.  For 

some this may have been the beginning of an ordinary 

weekday, for others it was a time of uncertainty considering 

the traumatic events which had occurred on the sixth day. 

a trial, a crucifixion! 

 “After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was 

dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to see 

the tomb.” (Matt 28: 1) This morning’s Gospel.  Each Gos-

pel is in agreement that this was the first day of the week, 

Luke adding, “On the sabbath day they rested according to 

the commandment.” (23: 56) 

 Though our calendar shows Sunday as being the first 

day of the week Christians have shifted the emphasis of the 

day of rest to it but just think:     

 The Crucifixion took place on Shishi, the sixth day, 

our Friday, counted as day one.  The next day beginning at 

sundown, was Shabbat, a day of rest, our Saturday, counted 

as day two.  The third day, beginning at sundown of our 

Saturday, was the first day of the week, Rishon, a work day.  

God went to work on the first day of the week by raising 

Christ from the dead, Easter.   

 What does this mean for Christians.  Sunday is our 

workday, and not just for pastors, but for all, not only that 

church thing in the morning for an hour or so but the entire 

day.  

 God may have rested after his labors but it is now 

our responsibility to make certain things remain 'Good' as 

He intended!  Christ Lutheran Church has formidable task 

ahead of it, internally and out in the community.  CLC in-

tends to remain In the Neighborhood for Good, if we work 

together it WILL! 



Christ Lutheran Church 

  917 Evergreen Avenue, Millvale, PA 15209 ~ 412-821-4300 ~ 

eMail: christlutheran917@gmail.com ~ www.clcmillvale.com 

RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD, EASTER DAY 

It’s Not Over Yet 
       When you think back over your favorite books, do you 

remember the endings? If the story leads to a satisfying con-

clusion, even if the plot twists and turns, the writer keeps our 

attention. When we commit to a book, we put a lot of faith in 

the author to tell a good story and to wrap up their tale in a 

way that makes sense. When the ending is unclear or unbe-

lievable, we wish we hadn’t invested so much time in their 

book. 

       When Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and 

Salome brought spices to Jesus’ tomb, they thought they 

knew the ending of his story. Jesus’ death on the cross 

brought his ministry to an abrupt conclusion. There was noth-

ing left to do but show their devotion by anointing him with 

spices. How surprised the women must have been to hear 

that Jesus’ story hadn’t ended after all! He had been raised. 

He was going ahead of his followers to Galilee. They would 

see him again! 

       To us, this story of Jesus’ resurrection is familiar, so we 

hear it as good news. For the women, though, it was terrify-

ing. This wasn’t how they expected Jesus’ story to turn out. 

They had seen him die on the cross, and now they were being 

told he was alive? They didn’t know what to make of this 

twist in Jesus’ story. They were so afraid that they fled. 

       The women ran away because they were shocked when 

the story didn’t turn out the way they expected. But soon 

they would learn that this was a happy ending: Where they 

had seen death, God made a way for new life! What seemed 

like the conclusion was actually a beginning. It was the dawn 

of a new day, a resurrection day. As followers of Jesus, we 

don’t know what our future holds or how our stories will end, 

but we can trust that Jesus is alive. He goes ahead of us, lead-

ing us into a future full of God’s love and grace.  ~ 
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    Online Giving  
     No matter the amount, the most    
helpful way to give to the ministries of  
the congregation is regularly and consist-
ently. Whether it's weekly or monthly, 
make a prayerful decision ahead of time 
this Lent, and commit to a consistent 
amount. 
     With our online giving platform, Van-
co, it's super easy!  Go to:  
https://www.clcmillvale.com/donate/ 

See the Online Giving Code here, and 
Thank You! 

https://www.clcmillvale.com/donate/

